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Flamingo by Allan D. Cruickshank 


The Flamingos 
Their Life History and Survival 


(With Special Reference to the American or West Indian Flamingo) 
by ROBERT P. ALLEN 


A 250 page book that deals with the current status of the flamingos of 
the world and present efforts to save these colorful birds from extinction. 
Size 8” x 10'2”; 52 line drawings, 12 black and white half-tones, 4 
color photographs and frontispiece in color by Roger Tory Peterson, 
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(available) 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Fall Migration 


Ludlow Griscom 


OR ONCE the weather pattern has an almost 

continental aspect. Florida had again no serious 

hurricanes; but ‘Connie’ and “Diane” did un- 
told damage on the North Carolina coast and brought 
calamitous floods and rainfall to various parts of the 
Northeast, with a sprinkling of “rare southern strag- 
and many reports of sea birds inland. Even 
stricken and “Gladys” brought 
heavy rains to parts of coastal Texas. The chief de- 
parture from the recent usual pattern was that the hot 
summer and fall were suddenly and violently re- 
placed by a cool-to-very-cold-November, with the ar- 
rival of winter (zero temperatures and snow) north- 
November freeze south to 
Georgia and coastal Texas and a blizzard in the 
mountains of southern California. Throughout the 
country the fall produced one cool front after an- 
other and the migration was reported as superlative 
in many places. The long list of great rarities cannot 
be reproduced here, but the run of ‘sight’ records 


glers,”’ 


Mexico was twice 


westward, and an early 


is cut to the bone. 

In many cases the Season Editors turn in superla- 
tive reports which require notice here. Robert New- 
man has a superb review of the general principles of 
the fall migration (Central Southern) and shows how 
the numerous fronts were progressive from 
Northwest to Southeast. Val Nolan (Middlewestern 
Prairie), with much more severe winter conditions, 
brings out the same point with the more irregular 
birds. Stevenson (Florida) makes an even more in- 
teresting suggestion. Duly noting that the numerous 
cool fronts brought no ‘waves’ to northwest Florida 
as expected, but that southeast Florida and the I” -vs 
did superbly, he wondered if some of the birds ime 
in over the Gulf of Mexico, bypassing northern 
Florida completely. One good illustration ‘as the 
number of Swainson’s Hawks. Ther 


cool 


were also tables 
to show the sharp decrease or most transients north- 
Brooks (Appalachian Region) 
the new sport of watching diurnal migration from 
mountain crests with the remarkable results obtained. 
Fog or ceilometer killing was marked at New York 
City, extensive from North Carolina to Leon County, 
Fla., and in Tennessee (1348 dead birds) with many 
amazing and unexpected rarities. 

Grebes.—Many editors commented on the great 
numbers of Horned Grebes, especially at inland lo- 
calities. The Western was collected in Indiana and 
seen in Wisconsin and Oklahoma. 

A great year off the New England 
coast, with Cory’s in numbers off Rhode Island into 
November. One Manx was collected off Cape Cod. 
Specimens of the Greater and Audubon’s were ob- 
tained in Florida. The Californians have finally begun 
a long series of sea trips after pelagic birds, with 
interesting results. One of these is 55 Gray-backed 
Shearwaters (Puffinus day. Fortun- 


westward. discusses 


“s : 
Shearwaters. 


buller?) in one 


, 
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ately, it is one of the few species readily identified 

Frigate Bird —A Magnificent Frigate-bird was seep 
in New Mexico and Arizona. 

Southern Herons, Cranes, Ibises.—There was a poor 
late summer flight in most of the East, but, as usual. 
it was much better inland with an invasion of the 
Snowy Egret Nebraska and central 
Texas. A Louisiana Heron was picked up exhausted 
after a gale on Nantucket, Mass. The Reddish Egret 
was seen in Alabama and Arizona. A Sandhill Crane 
(subsp.) spent six weeks on Cape Cod, Mass. and 
these birds are reported in some numbers elsewhere 
The Whooping Crane population in coastal Texas 
appears to be 20 adults and 8 young, the best news 
in many decades. One was seen on migration in 
North Dakota. There are numerous reports of Wood 
Ibis wandering about and a Flamingo was seen in 
North Dakota! 

Waterfowl—A bumper flight throughout _ the 
county, except in Arizona and New Mexico. It is be. 
lieved that the early cold weather drove many ducks 
into Mexico. In Wyoming the Trumpeter Swan count 
was 33 adults plus 10 young. A Whistling Swan was 
shot on the Texas coast for the first time in decades 
The Blue Goose was seen on the Salton Sea, Calif. A 
Mottled Duck was collected in Alabama. European 
Widgeon—2 were in Florida, 1 in Ohi 
and another in Utah. Eight Shovellers were seen in 
Novia Scotia. Three Barrow’s Golden-eyes were shot 
in Illinois: an Old-squaw in Oklahoma and a Com 
mon Eider was secured in Vermont. Over 5000 Ross's 
Geese were seen in California. 

Hawks.—Curtously enough the reports on flights 
are hopelessly contradictory. Much the best. flights 
would appear to have been on the north shore of 
Lake Ontario. But, as usual, too many flights evap- 
orate at areas just to the south. The increase of 
Golden Eagle reports is almost surely due to more 
competent observers able to identify them. Th. pres- 
ence of 5 Gyrfalcons in Montana on Nov. 18 is sup- 
posedly due to severe cold. 

Shorebirds.—A bumper flight throughout the coun- 
try with remarkable high counts of some of the rarer 
species (notably Mountain Plover and Am. Avocet) 
The Hudsonian Godwit was collected in Alabama. 
The Buff-breasted Sandpiper was reported in flocks 
in Indiana and coastal Texas and collected in Ala- 
bama. Killdeer were noted in numbers in Quebec, 
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. One American 
Avocet was seen in Massachusetts, one seen and an- 
other collected in Indiana and 2 seen in Wisconsin 

Gulls.—As usual the European Black-headed Gull 
appeared in Massachusetts; so did the Little Gull, 
of which 3 were seen in Newfoundland, one in Chi- 
cago and one in Indiana. Heermann’s Gull was in 
Arizona and two Franklin's in southern California. 

Terns—There was a heavy flight of Black Terns 


in Wisconsin, 


collected 
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‘rom New England to Georgia. A Sooty was picked 

‘> alive inland in New Hampshire. A Bridled was 
pl off Cape Cod and Newfoundland. There was a 
great fight of Elegant Terns in southern California, 
associated with jaegers. 

Alcid: —A Razor-billed Auk was collected inland . 
in Quebec. A Black Guillemot was seen inland in 
Vermont, and an Ancient Murrelet in Utah! 

Dore, and Cuckoos.—Mourning Doves are notably 
in the increase in New England, north to Vermont. 
Both cuckoos were scarce in migration, but specimens 
f both were taken north to Newfoundland. An ani 
went north to Merritt’s Island, Fla. 

Quls.—There were very few Snowies. Hawk Owls 
were secn in Alberta, Vermont and Maine. 

Hummingbirds. —There was a great fiight in coastal 
Texas; 5 species, including several Anna's were seen 
—incredibly enough. 

Flycatchers.—The Scissor-tailed Flycatcher was seen 
in Idaho and California. The Western Kingbird was 
reported from Nova Scotia, Massachusetts (five 
times), North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida 
(several ). 

Crows and Jays.—There was an invasion of Gray 
Jays in Minnesota and northern California; and a 
Clark's Nutcracker invasion to the western edge of 
the southern Plains, coastal Washington, California 
and Arizona. 

Shrikes.—There were signs of a marked flight year 
of Grays from western New England inland across 
the northern states to Montana. 

Winter Finches —There were signs of an early 


flight (late October and early November) of Evening 
Grosbeaks to New England, the Middle Atlantic states, 
West Virginia, North Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, and South Dakota. The Pine Siskin went south 
to Florida and Texas. The Slate-colored Junco has 
reached the Mexican border of Texas. There were 
many reports of Red Crossbills from Illinois, Indiana 
and Iowa. The Lapland Longspur was remarkably 
abundant in the mid-prairies and later reached coastal 
Massachusetts in unprecedented numbers. It was also 
collected in southwest Arizona. A flock of 300 Smith's 
Longspurs was seen in North Dakota, and a Chest- 
nut-collared in central California. The Snow Bunting 
was again on the “balds” in West Virginia. 

Other Rare Land Birds ——The Wheatear was seen 
in Maine, collected in Florida. A Giant Red-wing 
was collected in Virginia; 2 Worm-eating Warblers 
were banded in Massachusetts. There was a heavy 
flight of Cape May and Bay-breasted Warblers in the 
eastern states. The Tennessee Warbler was banded 
in central California; the Virginia in souchern Cali- 
fornia. Two Connecticut Warblers were collected in 
southern Texas, where they were reported as “‘com- 
mon’! A Lark Bunting was seen in Nova Scotia. A 
Lark Sparrow (Western) was collected in Rhode 
Island. A Yellow-headed Blackbird was collected in 
Massachusetts. 

Introduced Species——The Common Starling is 
steadily increasing in the far western states. The 
Cattle Egret is still making history. Ten were seen 
flying north over the Florida Keys. It is new to Louis- 
iana with over 100 seen and has finally reached 
coastal Texas. 





REGION REPORTS 


Fall Migration 
August 16 to November 30, 1955 


NOKTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
final half of August 1955 was one of extremes in 
eastern New England as far as weather is concerned. 

Hurricane “Connie” on 


poney August 11 brought heavy 
| / Vast rainfall—soaking _ the 

Ly ground and _ filling 
swamps, streams, and 
reservoirs. Consequently, 
when “Diane’’ struck a 
week later with the 
heaviest rainfall ever re- 
corded, the most severe 
floods in history resulted, 
bringing tremendous 
property damage and 
high loss of life. On 
August 19 at Boston, 
4.05 inches of rain fell 
in one three-hour period, 
with a 24-hour total of 
8.40 inches (the previ- 
ous record was 6.04). In 
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the 36-hour period of the 18th and 19th, 11.94 
inches fell, bringing the month's total to 17.09, ex- 
ceeding the previous record by 3.71 inches—'‘‘nor- 
mal” for the month is 3.23 inches. Immediately 
thereafter the record-breaking heat, so characteristic 
of earlier in the summer, returned with full force, 
taking the temperature over 90° again—a total of 27 
times for the summer; the previous high was 22 times 
in 1949. Finally at the very end of the month the 
usual series of mild cool fronts arrived, producing 
good movements of land birds; but it is of interest 
to note that Baird, constantly in the field every day 
at Newport, R. I, recorded good movements of 
warblers throughout the heat wave as well! Septem- 
ber was a most welcome relief—a fine, cool, clear 
month. Two brief rainstorms brought 2.99 inches of 
rain; the lowest temperature was 43° on the 23rd. 
The migration was good throughout—a tremendous 
mass of reports with dozens of rarities, any one of 
which would have been outstanding 15 years ago; 
but now these are regular, if not of commonplace 
occurrence, each fall. An outstanding wave of !and- 
birds was found at Monomoy on the 20th and at 
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Nantucket on the 21st and 22nd. October, normally 
the driest month of the year, was one of the wettest 
ever recorded (though practically parched when com- 
pared with August), with 6.94 inches at Boston. 
There were no marked cold waves or really severe 
storms. The temperature still had not reached freez- 
ing at Boston by the end of the month. By contrast, 
November was one of the coldest recorded in recent 
years—not in terms of the presence of extremely low 
temperatures, but rather by the absence of any 
warm weather. With a high of 60°, it ranks with 
only 3 other years since 1871 when the temperature 
has failed to exceed that point, and in this regard 
weather bureau statisticians point out that on the 
basis of previous years this makes the odds 3 to 1 
in favor of a colder than average winter. This thought 
is further strengthened by the 2.5 inches of snow 
which fell, November 19-20—the first measurable 
snowfall recorded in six years here at Boston. The 
low for the month was 22° on the 29th and the 
mean was 2.5° below normal. 

Loons and Grebes.—A very normal fall migration, 
although there seemed to be fewer Red-throateds than 
usual. A single Pacific reported from 
Gloucester in September. 

Shearwaters and Petrelsy—Another very good year 
for all species. Fishermen report impressive numbers 
of birds far out to sea off Nantucket Lightship and 
on Georges Bank, far exceeding the high numbers 
reported by parties ten miles off Cape Cod. On 
August 20, Mr. Griscom and party off the Outer 
Cape recorded 75 Wilson's Petrels, 1200 Greater 
Shearwaters, 75 Sooty, 20 Cory’s, and collected a 
Manx Shearwater. The flight continued all through 
September and perhaps its outstanding feature was 
the manner in which the flight of Cory’s continued 
into October and even into November, especially 
off Rhode Island. Hundreds of Cory’s Shearwaters 
were reported close off the Rhode Island shore all 
through October, far exceeding any previously re- 
corded flight. The last three stragglers were seen 
on the 13th of November. Many Leach’s Petrels were 
seen all along the coast after the gale of October 
14-16. 

Gannet.—Likewise a fine flight off Rhode Island 
with hundreds reported throughout October. 

Herons.—No flight of southern egrets to speak of, 
although a Snowy Egret at St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
Nov. 5 (Tuck) is most amazing. A Louisiana Heron 
was found exhausted at Nantucket, Oct. 17, after 
the hard gale. 

Geese and Ducks.—An immature Blue Goose was 
found at Plum Island on Sept. 22, but otherwise the 
flight of geese was unspectacular. In marked contrast, 
ducks as a whole staged a spectacular migration in 
eastern Massachusetts and in Rhode Island. The 
Parker River Refuge improves each fall and this year 
attracted an estimated 10,000 Black Ducks, many 
hundreds of teal and Pintail, and unprecedented (in 
the aggregate) numbers of Am. Widgeon, Shovellers, 
Gadwall, Redheads, Canvas-backs, Ring-necks, scaup, 
Ruddies, and Hooded Mergansers. To a lesser degree 
a similar spectacle was reported from the Sudbury 
Valley and Cape Cod. The numbers of Redheads and 
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Canvas-backs were especially noteworthy and totally 
without precedent. By way of illustration, the Sud. 
bury Valley, with over 150 years of detailed records 
had previously recorded individual stray Canvas-backs 
on three occasions, and much the same picture with 
the Redhead. This year up to a dozen Redheads and 
a half dozen Canvas-backs were present throughout 
late October and November. These numbers in Massa. 
chusetts were reflected at the Rhode Island shore 
where both birds occur every year in some numbers. 
with exceptionally high counts of Redheads espe- 
cially; the big build-up in late November reached 
nearly 300 birds at Gardner's Pond, Newport. Ruddy 
Ducks were only somewhat less spectacular, the maxi. 
mum being 575 on Nov. 12 in Rhode Island. The first 
Harlequin Duck of the year was seen at Plum Island. 
Oct. 29. Exceptions to the fine counts outlined above 
are the Wood Duck (maximum of only 150 at South 
Hanson Swamp in October), comparatively fey 
European Widgeon (a rare bird at best), especially 
on the Rhode Island shore, and somewhat fewer num. 
bers of Am. Widgeon at the big concentration points 
in Rhode Island. Tieing in well with our fine flight 
in eastern Massachusetts, H. F. Lewis reported 8 
Shovellers at Bon Portage Island, Nova Scotia, on 
Nov. 24! 

Hawks.—A Goshawk at Peabody, Oct. 23, is -of 
interest in a generally dull flight. 

Cranes, Rails and Coot.—One of the most out. 
standing birds of the entire area was a Sandhill 
(subsp.?) Crane at North Beach, Orleans, Cape Cod 
on Sept. 1. The bird was found by Isleib and seen by 
many observers through midmonth, when it disap- 
peared. It was subsequently rediscovered near Barn. 
stable, and it remained there through mid-October 
A Black Rail was found at Nauset, Oct. 11, and the 
Am. Coot flight was excellent—one from as far north 
as Bon Portage Island, Nova Scotia, Nov. 12, and 
950 in one flock at Portsmouth, R. I., Nov. 12. 

Shorebirds.—Killdeer showed a spectacular in- 
crease to the north, with six observations throughout 
the fall in Nova Scotia (Lewis), and five birds at 
Cape Race, Newfoundland, Nov. 29. Small flocks of 
Am. Golden Plover were reported from many locali- 
ties in eastern Massachusetts. A flock of 120 Wilson's 
Snipe at Newport, R. I., Nov. 13 (Baird) is most 
unusual. The bad flooding in the Sudbury Valley 
created perfect shorebird habitat and many species 
and individuals were seen, most notable of which was 
a flock of 35 Stilt Sandpipers. Buff-breasted and 
Baird's Sandpipers were reported from several points 
on the Massachusetts coast as were both godwits. An 
Am. Avocet was seen at Westport, Mass., Sept. 17. A 
2 European Ruff was convincingly described by two 
separate and independent observers, Sept. 6 and 9, at 
Nauset, Cape Cod. The flight of phalaropes was 4 
good one. Mr. Griscom’s party off Cape Cod, Aug 
20, recorded 40 Northerns and 2 Reds; Walcott te- 
ported 1000 Northerns off Matinicus Island, Me. 
Aug. 27. A Red Phalarope was found at Newbury- 
port Harbor on Nov. 6 and lingered for severa! days 

Jaegers, Gulls and Terns.—The sea trip, Aug. 20, 
off Chatham reported 25 Parasitic, 1 Long-tailed, and 
2 Pomarine Jaegers, but there was a very average 
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fight on the whole. A Glaucous Gull appeared on 
Cape Cot, Oct. 19, and an Iceland at N. Rye, N. H., 
Nov. 1, but they were virtually the only white-winged 
gulls reported—the worst flight recorded in years, 
ys the f llowing month was to demonstrate. Wollas- 
ton, just south of Boston, took the “fancy gull” 
honors from Newburyport this year, reporting several 
European Black-headed and 1 Little Gull in late 
November. Of great interest is the report from Tuck 
in Newfoundland of 3 Little Gulls at Cape Race 
(Bear Cove), Nov. 29, and 2 at St. John’s, Dec. 2! 
The first Kittiwake appeared off Rockport, Oct. 15. 
An immature Sabine’s Gull was found at Monomoy, 
Aug. 28. The tern flight was only average for the 
commoner species, but excellent for some of the 
rarities. A Sooty Tern found at Hancock, N. H., Aug. 
16, by Walcott, was captured and kept alive for 
several days and finally released. A Bridled Tern was 
seen by Tuck at St. John’s, Newfoundland, on Sept. 
6, and another by Griscom and party at Nauset on 
Sept. 25. The Forster's Tern was especially uncom- 
mon this fall—far fewer reports than in recent 
years, but the Black Tern more than made up for it 
in August and early September with maximum counts 
of 300 at Napatree Pt., R. I., on Sept. 10, and 2000 
at Block Island, R. I., Sept. 18. 

Skimmers, Alcids—There were the usual (in 
recent years) small flocks of Black Skimmers along 
the Rhode Island shore and the south shore of Massa- 
chusetts. A Razor-billed Auk spent the entire summer 
off Cuttyhunk, Mass. Seven Black Guillemots were 
reported from Monomoy on Sept. 17; others were 
seen at Rockport and Gloucester, Mass., in October. 
The late fall flight was very poor on the whole, 
however. 

Doves through Woodpeckers.—Tuck at St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, reported Mourning Doves on Nov. 
7 and up to 75 on Nov. 17, and 2 cuckoos—a Black- 
billed, Sept. 12, and a Yellow-billed on Nov. 15! A 
single Snowy Owl seen at N. Rye, N. H., on Novem- 
ber first is the only one reported. An Am. Hawk Owl 
is reported as seen and photographed at New Port- 
land, Me., on Nov. 23 by Dr. E. Cooper. A Chimney 
Swift at N. Scituate, Mass., Oct. 9, was late. Two 
Red-headed Woodpeckers were reported—one from 
Nantucket, Sept. 15, and the other at Warren Pt., 
R. I., Oct. 9. A Pileated Woodpecker on Nantucket, 
Aug. 20, is most unusual. 

Flycatchers, Swallows, Thrushes—Five Western 
Kingbirds were reported in September, and one from 
Shelburne County, Nova Scotia, on Nov. 9 (H. F. 
Lewis). Three Barn Swallows in Rhode Island on 
Nov. 12 and 2 on Cape Cod, Nov. 13, were very 
late. The best flight of Olive-backed and Gray-cheeked 
Thrushes in recent years occurred at Monomoy on 
Sept. 22. The first big flock of Olive-backs reached 
the Rhode Island shore on Sept. 13. Unusual numbers 
of Am. Robins lingered in Nova Scotia through Dec. 
1, with many small flocks scattered about the country- 
side, and one flock numbering about 200 birds. Of 
very great interest is a most convincing description 
from H. T. Erickson of Orono, Me., of what he is 
sure was a Greenland Wheatear, observed at some 
length at Monmouth, Maine, on Oct. 4. Unfortu- 


nately, the specimen was not obtained. 

Gnatcatchers through Vireos——The shore area just 
south of Boston continued to report a sprinkling of 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers in September, and Keenan 
found 3 as early as Aug. 21. Small flocks of Am. 
Pipits had appeared by late September, but on the 
whole there was a very mediocre flight. Three Logger- 
head Shrikes were reported from eastern Massachu- 
setts in August, 5 in September and 2 in October. 
There were three reports of Gray Shrikes in October. 
Philadelphia Vireos were seen in several places, Aug. 
21 through 28; many were reported in September, 
and a few in October. Eight White-eyed Vireos were 
seen at Sakonnet, R. I., on October 9. 

Warblers —A Worm-eating Warbler was banded 
at Rockport, Mass., and another on Nantucket in 
September; a Prothonotary was seen at Martha's Vine- 
yard in September. A Golden-wing, Nov. 12, in 
Essex County was extremely late, and a Brewster's 
was reported from Marblehead, Oct. 23. The Lawr- 
ence’s Warbler found in Essex County in June was 
seen again on Aug. 29. Baird at Newport, R. I., re- 
ported that the Blue-wing occurs regularly in late 
August. There were ten reports of Orange-crowned 
Warblers in September and 4 in October. A Black- 
throated Blue in East Braintree on Nov. 6 was very 
late. The September flight of Cape May and Bay- 
breasted Warblers was excellent, the latter arriving 
in the Sudbury Valley by Aug. 3 and on the Rhode 
Island shore by Aug. 21. There were September 
reports of Hooded Warblers from Monomoy, Na- 
hant, and Wellesley, Mass. An Oven-bird on Nov. 
13 at Newport, R. I., is very late. The increase in 
numbers of the Yellow-breasted Chat during the fall 
migration was most spectacular; Dennis at Nantucket 
reported 22 individuals seen in September, of which 
12 were banded; one was found dead, Sept. 11, at 
Brier Island, Digby County, Nova Scotia, and an- 
other, also found dead, on Nov. 26, in Shelburne 
County, Nova Scotia; one was found dead at Tenant's 
Harbor, Me., Oct. 9, and one seen at Wayne, Me., 
Oct. 23. Many other individuals were reported from 
eastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers, Finches —A Yellow-headed 
Blackbird was collected at Chatham, Mass., on Sept. 
12. A single flock of Purple Grackles (Bronzed) mov- 
ing up the Sudbury Valley on Oct. 29 was estimated 
to number at least 350,000. A Western Tanager was 
seen at Cohasset on Sept. 14; 2 Summer Tanagers 
were reported from Nahant, Sept. 26; and there 
were no less than five different reports for October. 
A Cardinal was found at Middletown, R. I., Nov. 
13: a Black-headed Grosbeak at Marblehead Neck, 
Sept. 1 through 5; and a Blue Grosbeak, Sept. 2, at 
Ipswich, and another, Oct. 22, at Jamestown, R. I. 
There were many reports of the Dickcissel from east- 
ern Massachusetts in September; 7 in October; and 
3 birds at Bon Portage Island, Nova Scotia, Sept. 
2: 1 at Brier Island, Nova Scotia, Sept. 13; and 1 
in Yarmouth County, Nova Scotia, Nov. 13 (H. F. 
Lewis). The first record for the Lark Bunting was 
discovered at Brier Island, Digby County, Nova 
Scotia, on Sept. 13 by Lewis and party. A few Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks began arriving by October, and a 
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fair to good flight was well under way by late No- 
vember. A single Pine Grosbeak was reported from 
Marlboro, Mass., Oct. 27, and Red Crossbills were 
seen at Monomoy, Sept. 24; Marblehead, Oct. 23; 
and White-wings in Newburyport, Oct. 29. The first 
Pine Siskins were seen at Nantucket, Oct. 20, but 
the flight was non-existent to poor, and no Redpolls 
were reported. 

Sparrows.—Fifteen Lark Sparrows were reported 
in September, and one (subsp.) was collected in 
Rhode Island, Nov. 13 (Baird). The first Ipswich 
Sparrow was reported from Brier Island, Digby 
County, Nova Scotia, on Sept. 14; and the first from 
Essex County, Mass., on Oct. 9. A Clay-colored 
Sparrow was reported from Sakonnet, R. I., Sept. 8. 
A Grasshopper Sparrow was collected by Tuck at 
Cape Race, Newfoundland, on Nov. 29. Four Seaside 
Sparrows were reported from Scituate, Mass., Nov. 6; 
and Fox Sparrows at Monomoy, Aug. 14, and Nan- 
tucket, Aug. 24, were very early. There was a fine 
flight of both White-crowned and Lincoln’s Sparrows 
in eastern Massachusetts. The first Snow Buntings 
arrived in eastern Massachusetts on Oct. 22.—ALLEN 
MorGAaNn, Wayland, Mass., and RutH P. Emery, 
Massachusetts Audubon Society, 155 Newbury St., 
Boston 16, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION.—In this 
Region there were no marked departures in weather 
conditions that might have had more than a local 
effect on the fall migra- 
tion. September and early 
October were generally 
mild, late October and 
November were rainy, 
cold and windy. Heavy 
rains in early October 





caused flooding in parts 
of New England, New 


York and New 
This resulted in some 
changes in the normal 
habitat of many of the 
dabbling ducks and 


waders. 


Jersey. 


ana Grebes.— 
There were some large 
concentrations of Com- 
mon Loons during mi- 
gration; 150 were in 
Lake Champlain off Burlington, Vt., on Oct. 2 (N. 
St. Jacques) and 175 on Nov. 6 at Sandy Pond, 
N. Y., in eastern Lake Ontario (Onondaga Aud. 
Soc.); a maximum of 25 were in Quabbin Reservoir, 
Mass., on Oct. 13 and 18 were at Lake Spofford near 
Chesterfield, N. H. on Oct. 17 (T. Richards). A 
few Red-throated Loons were found inland; on Lake 
Oneida near Syracuse, N. Y., the one recorded on 
Nov. 13 is the first recent observation for the area 
(O. A. S.): others at New London, N. H., on Oct. 
23 (Elkins) and at East Hampton, Conn., on Nov. 
15 (Isleib) were unusual. Red-necked Grebes were 
well distributed and most reports were of individual 
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birds; on Nov. 6, however, 30 were counted in Lake 
Ontario off Sandy Pond, N. Y. (O. A. S.). The 
numbers of Horned Grebes reported were envrmoys: 
the largest count was from the Vermont side of Lake 
Champlain where, on Nov. 16, the number was esti. 
mated at 1500, most being in St. Albans Bay (Eliza. 
beth Ball). At Lake Spofford, N. H., 110 of this 
species were counted on Nov. 10 (TR); on Oneida 
Lake, N. Y., 350 were seen on Nov. 24 (O. A. §.) 
These grebes were very common during November 
in Fishers Island Sound, L. I. In Block Island Sound. 
the grebes apparently drove large numbers of small 
fish up on the beach, affording a feast for the Herring 
Gulls (H. L. Ferguson, Jr.) 

Shearwaters, Gannets, Cormorants, Herons.—Few 
shearwaters or petrels were seen; 8 Cory’s Shear. 
waters were at Montauk Point, L. I.. on Sept. 4 
(J. J. Elliott). The earliest Gannet reported from 
Long Island was seen on Sept. 10 (L. Wilcox), and 
at the end of October there was a heavy flight of 
these birds along the New Jersey coast (G. M. Seeley, 
W. H. Sandford). One Gannet was seen on the St 
Lawrence River on Oct. 17 near Quebec City (C 
Fremont). There were a few inland reports of 
Double-crested Cormorants; 1 at Lake Spofford, 
N. H., on Sept. 24 (TR); 7 migrating over Mount 
Tom, Mass., on Sept. 22 (Stone); and 1 at Ludlow, 
Mass., on Oct. 29 (S. A. Eliot). In early fall Great 
Blue Herons were in greater numbers than usual, par- 
ticularly in Lewis County, N. Y. (J. B. Belknap). 
Am. Egrets were not numerous; some of the late 
dates were: 3 at Jones Beach, L. I., in late October 
(JJE); 1 at Congers Lake, Rockland County, N. Y., 
on Nov. 1 (Marjorie R. Hopper) and 3 at Westport. 
Conn., on Oct. 9 (Riedel). Several Louisiana Herons 
were recorded along the south shore of Long Island 
during September (JJE) and one was at Orient, 
L. I., on Sept. 1 (R. Latham). A Green Heron at 
Sandy Hook, N. J., on Nov. 5 was late (G. D. 
Stout). Black-crowned Night Herons were common 
at Lake St. Peter, Que., in mid-September (J. Nor- 
mandin), and 4 Yellow-crowned were seen at So. 
Norwalk, Conn., on Aug. 28 (Smith). A late Am. 
Bittern was found in the Watertown, N. Y., area 
on Nov. 2 (JBB). 

Swans and Geese-—Few Whistling Swans came 
into the Region; one was seen at Orient, L. I., on 
Nov. 5 (RL); another at Pillar Point in eastern Lake 
Ontario on Nov. 17 (J. A. Blake, Jr.). One at 
Princeton, N. J., on Nov. 24 was a second all-time 
record for the area (C. H. Rogers). The migration of 
Canada Geese was heavy. There was a large move- 
ment up Lake Champlain in early October when 
thousands were seen in flight; at the same time 2 
well-marked flight over the Green Mountains of 
Vermont was noted (A. M. Decker). The first seen 
on the New York side of the lake was on Oct. 9 
when flocks of 150 to 200 began to come through 
(T. A. Lesperance). At the foot of the lake un 
usually large flocks were reported in the Missisquoi 
National Wildlife Refuge at Swanton, Vt. (R. H. 
Minns) and also at Sandbar, Vt. (W. R. Miller). A 
heavy flight of Canadas was also observed on Lake 
Memphremagog, Vt., during the third week of Octo- 
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ber (S. D. Rowden). In the Connecticut River Valley 
these gecse Were present at Northampton, Mass., from 
Oct. 6 to Nov. 16 with two peaks, Oct. 10-12, and 
Nov. 14 (SAE). The largest concentration reported 
was at Mud Lake in Onondaga County, N. Y., where 
a flock estimated at 1500 was seen (O. A. S.). A 
raft of about 100 Am. Brant remained through Oct. 
9 on Lake Memphremagog (SDR). There were 60 
on the Ashokan Reservoir, Ulster County, N. Y., on 
Oct. 22 (H. F. Dunbar, et al.). 

The first adult Snow Geese arrived at Cap Tour- 
mente, Que., on Sept. 12, and on Oct. 6 these were 
followed by the first wave of immatures; flocks were 
fying south over Baie des Sables, Matane County, 
Que., on Oct. 20 (J. Normandin) ; about 1000 were 
still at Cap Tourmente on Nov. 20 (R. Cayouette). 
Young birds were numerous; this was different from 
the fall of 1954 when, on account of weather condi- 
tions during the breeding season and also heavy nest 
predation, the young that came south were almost 
non-existent. An aerial photograph was taken at 
Tourmente in late October but the count is not as 
yet available. Many reports showed a good interior 
flight of Snow Geese: 250 at Spofford Lake, Chester- 
field, N. H., on Nov. 16 (TR); 30 at Silver Lake 
at Barnard, Vt., on Nov. 12 to 15 (S. Colby); sev- 
eral flocks of from 50 to 100 at Swanton, Vt., in the 
third week of November—they are unusual there 
(RHM); 50 at Lake Bomoseen, Vt., on Oct. 8 (EB); 
72 near Seymour Lake in northern Vermont on Nov. 
20 (SDR). There were 35 adults and 8 immatures 
at Holyoke, Mass., on Nov. 14 (Stone), and 48 at 
Pittsfield, Mass., on Oct. 9 (Schumacher, Hyde). On 
the south shore of Long Island many were seen 
during November on Mecox Bay (HLF, Jr.), 40 at 
Far Rockaway on Nov. 15 (Edith KB. Bull), and 9 
at Jones Beach on Nov. 20 (R. Arbib). A few Blue 
Geese were reported, usually in the flocks of Snows. 
One was at Spofford Lake, N. H., on Nov. 16 (TR); 
several on the New York side of Lake Champlain 
(TAL) and 2 at Jones Beach, L. I., on Nov. 20 
(RA). One immature was captured near Watertown, 
N. Y., in late September (JBB). 

Dabbling Ducks —In northern Lake Champlain 
food for the river ducks, particularly the early wild 
rice, was abundant. Thousands of wildfowl fed at 
the Missisquoi Refuge at Swanton, Vt.; Mallards, 
Pintails and Woods were numerous and the Blacks 
were abundant. After the mative ducks had left 
there was a large influx of replacements, and 4000 
to 5000 remained until the marshes froze (RHM). 
Several European Widgeon were seen in northern 
New Jersey, one at Shark River on Oct. 2, one at 
Long Branch on Nov. 6, and another at Point Pleas- 
ant on the same day (GMS, et al.). A duck seen 
at Lake Bomoseen, Vt., on Oct. 22, minutely de- 
scribed by Miss Ball, could have been nothing other 
than a European Widgeon. The record seems as 
acceptable as a “‘first’’ for the state as any sight 
record by a single observer might be. The Am. 
Widgeon is unusual on Fishers Island but 7 were 
seen here on Nov. 16 (HLF, Jr.). There were 
tew reports of Green-winged Teal, but the Blue- 
Winge! were quite numerous; a good flight was 


noted at Orient, L. I., Oct. 10-20 (EL): likewise 
on Lake Champlain there was a good migration 
and a few remained until Nov. 5 (WRM); 83 
were counted in the Lake off Burlington, Vt. on 
Sept. 7 (R. Lavallie). Many Wood Ducks were 
seen at very late dates in Onondaga County, N. Y., 
probably casualties of the hunting season, unable 
to migrate. 

Diving Ducks.—Flights of Redheads were seen 
farther to the east than is usual. Six were seen 
at Lake St. Peter, Richelieu County, Que. on Sept. 
17 (JN); 13 were at Spofford Lake, N. H. on 
Oct. 31 (TR); at Lake Bomoseen, Vt. they were 
present in late October and early November, a 
maximum of 30 being found on Nov. 13 (EB). 
Redheads are rare at these locations. In Lake 
Champlain 44 were at Alburg, Vt. in mid-Novem- 
ber (WRM). The Ring-necked Duck may be 
destined to become one of the most plentiful of 
inland diving ducks of the Northeast as at Lake 
Memphremagog in the early gunning season this 
species made up about one third of the gunners’ 
bags (SDR). A report received too late to be 
included in the ‘Nesting Season’ tells of 60 to 
80 being hatched in the South Bay area of this 
Lake. In Quebec, 50 were on Lake St. Peter on 
Sept. 17 (JN) and 30 at St. Augustin on Sept. 21 
(RC and L.-A. Lord); 65 were seen at Richmond, 
near Lenox, Mass. on Nov. 6; 24 near Salsburg, 
Conn. on Nov. 13 (A. A. Saunders). At Mud Lake 
in the Syracuse area a flock estimated at 700 
was seen on Nov. 11 (O.A.S.). Although Canvas- 
backs were down to only 20 per cent of their 
normal numbers in Onondaga County, N. Y. they 
were more numerous than usual farther east, over 
500 being seen in the Hudson River at Grassy 
Point, Rockland County, N. Y. (R. F. Deed); 
200 were at Lake Como near Spring Lake, N. J. 
on Nov. 2 (GMS, et al.). Although a very rare 
duck on Lake Memphremagog, one was found on 
Oct. 14 (SDR). A concentration of at least 2000 
Am. Golden-eyes was found at Portneuf, Que. 
on Nov. 4 (RC and JN); on Lake Memphremagog 
an adult 4 Barrow’s Golden-eye was shot on 
Nov. 8 (SDR). On Oct. 15 a Common Eider 
(Somateria m. dresseri) was secured on Lake 
Champlain at Burlington, Vt.; the head was sent 
to the American Museum for confirmation (A. R. 
Munro). This appears to be the first Vermont 
record of the species mollissima. There was a very 
heavy flight of scoters down the New Jersey coast 
on Oct. 30, all three species being included (GMS). 
An Am. Scoter was secured at Iona Island in the 
Hudson River on Nov. 10, the first record for 
Rockland County, N. Y. (J. Orth). Ruddy Ducks 
were plentiful; in the Hudson River off Grand 
View in Rockland County, N. Y. a flock of about 
750 was seen on Nov. 1 (T. G. Dow, ef al.) and 
at Lake Como, N. J. over 200 were counted on 
Nov. 6 (GMS, et al.). A mixed flock of American 
and Red-breasted Mergansers, estimated at 9000 
birds, was found on Nov. 11 in eastern Lake 
Ontario (O.A.S.). 


Vultures and Hawks.—Practically all reports 
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indicate that the hawk flight was poor, one ex- 
ception being at Sunrise Mountain in Sussex County, 
N. J. where, on Sept. 18, the flight was good 
(E. B. Nixdorf). Bear Mountain in northwestern 
Connecticut seems well-established as a secondary 
flyway for hawks; 25 Broad-wings were seen there 
on Sept. 16 (R. M. Hatch). There were several 
reports of Turkey Vultures in western Massachusetts, 
the latest on Nov. 6. Goshawks appeared in some 
numbers—among the reports were 1 at Topsham, 
Vt. on Oct. 9 (A. and E. Macdonald); 2 at 
Uttertown, Passaic County, N. J. on Oct. 29 (D. 
Fables and R. Lewis); 1 at Sunrise Mountain, 
N. J. on Nov. 8 (D. Prentis) and 1 at Fishers Island, 
L. I. on Nov. 26 (HLF, Jr.). There were several 
reports of Golden Eagles in Massachusetts and 
New Jersey; in addition, 1 was found at St. Augus- 
tin, Que. on Sept. 21 (RC and L-AL); but the 
most publicized bird was the one seen at Audubon 
Center, Greenwich, Conn. on Nov. 13, the day of 
the National Audubon Society field trip. Pigeon 
Hawks have been frequently reported; between 
Westhampton and Shinnecock, L. I. 35 were counted 
in one hour on Sept. 21 (LW); 2 were seen at 
Falls Village in northwestern Connecticut on Oct. 30 
(AAS). 

Grouse, Gallinules—A 


Grouse was found 


small flock of Spruce 
in Warren County, N. Y. 


(J. Howard, fide G. T. Chase); these grouse seem 
to be increasing in numbers in the Adirondacks. 
Ruffed Grouse have been scarce throughout most 
of the Province of Quebec, although the broods 
seemed normal during the summer (RC and JN). 


A fair number have been seen in Richmond County 
(L.M. and E.E.Terrill); mumbers were low in 
Ulster County, N. Y. (John Burroughs Natl. Hist. 
Soc.) but normal in the Green Mountains of 
Vermont (AMD). Florida Gallinules were un- 
usually numerous; 50 were seen at Lake St. Peter, 
Que. on Sept. 17 (JN) and 18 at Pittsfield, Mass. 
on Sept. 18, and with these was a chick still in 
black down (SAE). 

Shorebirds —Killdeer have been unusually numer- 
ous: there was a marked flight on Oct. 2 at 
Ulverton, Que. when 57 were seen (LMT, EET); 
at South Windsor, Conn. 85 were counted on Sept. 
19 (L. J. Whittles); on Nov. 20, after a heavy 
snowstorm and with a _ strong northwest wind 
migrating flocks of Killdeer passed over Fishers 
Island, a flock of from 5 to 20 flying west every 
20 minutes (HLF, Jr.). Seventeen Am. Golden 
Plover were seen at Sagaponock, L. I. (LW); 30 
were noted near Syracuse, N. Y. on Sept. 18 
(O.AS.). A Purple Sandpiper was collected on 
Ile Plate, Lake St. Peter, Que. on Nov. 16 (JN), 
and in Lake Champlain 1 was seen near Burlington, 
Vt. on Nov. 13 (NStJ). At St. Pascal de Maizerets, 
Que. 1 and later a second Baird’s Sandpiper (rare 
in this vicinity) were seen on Sept. 3 to 5 (R. LePage, 
et al.); 3 were at Sherburne, N. Y. on Aug. 14 
(R. and S. White) and 7 at Onondaga Lake, N. Y. 
on Sept. 12, 1 being there as late as Oct. 15 
(O.A.S.). A Dowitcher was found at Southwick 
Beach on eastern Lake Ontario on Nov. 9 (JBB), 
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the late date suggesting a form other than grisey; 
An Am. Avocet was reported at New Haven, 
Conn. on Sept. 18 (Barry Ulman). Few jaegers 
were reported; there was 1 Parasitic at Lake Oneida 
N. Y. on Sept. 10 (F. Sheider) and 3 or more on 
the New Jersey shore on Oct. 30 (GMS). 

Gulls —An Iceland Gull was noted at Belleville. 
N. J. on Oct. 31 (I. Black and F. P. Wolfarth), 
and an immature was at Quebec city on Nov, 25 
(JN). In Lincoln Park, Jersey City, N. J. on Oct 
31 about 300 gulls were feeding on a rain-soaked 
green. One of them attracted immediate attention, it 
being smaller than the Ring-bills with a noticeably 
short bill. The gull permitted close approach for 
a careful study of all characters and the description 
indicates a first year Larus canus, either the Mew 
or the Short-billed (FPW and IB). An immature 
Black-headed Gull was found at Wolfes Pond 
Park on Staten Island, N. Y. on Nov. 5 (FPW, 
et al.). Bonaparte’s Gulls were seen at Canaan in 
northwestern Connecticut on Sept. 1, although they 
are rare there (AAS). A Black-legged Kittiwake 
was reported from Fishers Island on Sept. 23 
(HLF, Jr.) and others at Fire Island, L. I. on 
Nov. 26 (S. Hopkins). 

Terns, Alcids—There were several late dates 
for Common Terns in the Region: a flock of 50 
was fishing in the St. Lawrence River near Beau- 
harnois, Que. on Sept. 27 (LMT, EET); a 
flock of 75 was on Oneida Lake, N. Y. on Oct. 9, 
and 1 remained until Nov. 5,. the latest recorded 
date for the area (O.A.S.); an immature Common 
was seen over eastern Lake Ontario on Nov. 9 
(JBB). The only Royal Tern reported was on the 
northern New Jersey coast on Oct. 30 (GMS, WHS). 
A Caspian Tern was at St. Pascal del Maizerets, 
Que. on Aug. 29 (RL), where it is rare; another 
was at Moriches, L. I. on Sept. 22 (LW). The 
flight of Black Terns was extremely heavy through- 
out; at Sandy Hook, N. J. in late September flocks 
of 100 and more were common (GDS); at Jamaica 
Bay, L. I. an estimated 1500 were seen on Sept. 6. 
An immature Razor-billed Auk was shot in Lake 
St. Louis, Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Que. on Oct. 2, 
the second record for the area (P.Q.S.P.B., fide 
LMT). A Black Guillemot was in Lake Cham- 
plain off Burlington, Vt., Nov. 3-30, frequently 
coming within 35 feet of the observers, and the 
characters being noted in detail (Marion L. Smith 
and NStJ). This is probably the first recorded 
occurrence of this species in Vermont. 

Doves, Cuckoos, Owls.—For the past two falls 
Mourning Doves have been seen at the Missisquoi 
Refuge, Swanton, Vt. in flocks of from 20 to 30 
birds, where previously but 1 or 2 pairs had been 
noted (RHM). Both cuckoos were scarce through- 
out: the last Yellow-billed was seen at Wood-Ridge, 
N. J. on Oct. 24 (Dorothy C. Pallas); the latest 
Black-billed was at Colesville, N. J. on Oct. 23 
(FPW and L. Hilton). Few Snowy Owls were seen: 
1 at Montgomery, Que., on Nov. 14 (W. Labrie); 
1 at Peru, near Plattsburg, N. Y. on Nov. 17 
(TAL) and another near Oneida, N. Y. during the 
third week of November (O.A.S.). The rare Hawk 
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Owl was seen at the Missisquoi Refuge at Swanton, 
Vt. for several days in late November (RHM). 

Woodpeckers—Two Red-bellied | Woodpeckers 
were reported at Troy Meadows, N. J. on Nov. 27 
(D. Prentice). Red-headed Woodpeckers were seen 
at Clarendon, Vt. on Nov. 5 (H. Potter); near 
Syracuse, N. Y. 5 of this species were found on 
Sept. 15 (Mrs. G. Chamberlaine). Two 6 and 1 @ 
Three-toed Woodpeckers were found feeding on 
dead conifers on Nov. 13 at St. Joachim, Que. 
(F. H. and P. Germain); near Pittsburg, N. H., 
5 Arctic and 2 Three-toed were found in early 
September (Hallberg). 

Flycatchers, Swallows and Jays —Western King- 
birds were seen on Long Island: 3 at Mastic on 
Sept. 10 (J. T. Nichols) and 1 at Riis Park on 
Oct. 22. An Olive-sided Flycatcher was found at 
St. Francis, Que. on Sept. 10, a late date (LMT, 
FET). The flight of Tree Swallows was heavy, 
15,000 at Jones Beach, L. I., on Oct. 7. A very 
late Barn Swallow was seen at Topsham, Vt. on 
Oct. 2 (AM, EM). Blue Jays have been numerous 
throughout, particularly in western New England; 
in New Jersey the maximum count was 115 at 
Wood-Ridge on Oct. 1 (DCP). The only Common 
Raven reported was seen in the DeBar Mountain 
area near the Adirondack Mountains (GTC). 

Chickadees, Titmice, Nuthatches, Wrens.—There 
has been an unusual number of Brown-capped 
Chickadees throughout the Province of Quebec 
(FH); they are normally scarce about Quebec 
city but this fall they have been numerous (RC); 
in Massachusetts one was seen at Mount Tom 
on Oct. 20. A Tufted Titmouse on Oct. 29 near 
Cornwall, N. Y. was the first Hudson River record 
for this particular area (Treacy); in southwestern 
Connecticut the titmice are extending their range, 
and several were seen at the sanctuary at New 
Canaan on Nov. 29 (C. Bartow); 2 were at 
Stamford on Sept. 17 (Ellen-Jane Halpern) and 
2 at Cos Cob (Carol S. Roesler). Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were reported as numerous in southern 
New Hampshire (TR) and at Princeton, N. J. 
(C. H. Rogers), but scarce in Onondaga and Ulster 
Counties in New York. Few House and Winter 
Wrens were seen but Carolinas were fairly numerous 
and were reported as far north as Wallingford, Vt. 
on Sept. 30 (Doris Doolt); several reports came 
from the Connecticut River Valley in Massachusetts 
in late September and in October (SAE); 2 were 
at New Canaan, Conn. through November (AAB) 
and 1 was on Staten Island on Oct. 10 (M. P. 
Weingarten); they were also found at 2 new 
locations near Syracuse, N. Y. (O.A.S.). 

Mockingbirds—Most of the Mockingbird reports 
were from Long Island: at Orient one was present 
to Nov. 28 (RL); at Gilgo, one on Oct. 22 
(JJE); at Manorville, one on Oct. 24 (Raynor) 
and at Fishers Island, on Nov. 2 (HLF, Jr.). One 
Was at Clarendon, Vt. on Oct. 18, appearing not 
tar from the nesting site of last summer (EB). 
North of Schenectady, N. Y., at Burnt Hills one 
Was found on Nov. 27 (Schenectady B. C.) and one 
Stayed for a week at Monticello, N. Y. in early 


November (K. D. Niven). 

Shrikes—The number of Gray Shrikes reported 
was rather large, greater than in several years past, 
many being seen in New Hampshire and Vermont; 
there were at least 9 records from the Connecticut 
River Valley in Massachusetts and Connecticut; in 
New York, one was taken near Eldred, Sullivan 
County, on Nov. 27 (G. W. Hoyns); the earliest 
seen in the Watertown, N. Y. area was on Oct. 26 
(JBB); at Syracuse, N. Y. 7 were reported after 
Nov. 13 (O.A.S.); others were seen in Ulster 
County, N. Y. (J.B.N.H.S.) and around Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. (Mrs. H. P. Nodecker). 

Warblers —The warbler migration was reported 
as good, some said excellent. At Ulverton, Que. 
the days of peak flights were Aug. 27 and Sept. 16, 
and on- the latter date at least 200 Myrtles were 
seen, most of them immature (LMT); the flight 
was heavy in Sussex County, N. J. and in the 
Syracuse, N. Y. area; at Cos Cob, Conn. the peak 
was on Sept. 21; in the flight on that day the Cape 
May and Bay-breasted were surprisingly plentiful 
(CSR); at Wood-Ridge, N. J. the maximum flight 
was on Sept. 24 (DCP). The hazards of migration 
were again shown when, on the early morning of 
Oct. 19, flocks of migrants, mostly warblers, struck 
the fog-shrouded upper stories of the Empire State 
Building in New York City; 156 individuals of 
17 species were picked up. Two-thirds of those 
recovered were Myrtle Warblers, 7 were Bay- 
breasted but only 1 Black-poll was found. There 
were no Tennessees or Magnolias. This may be 
compared with the catastrophe of Sept. 22, 1953, 
when 277 birds were picked up and among these 
there were no Myrtles but there were 63 Bay-breast, 
42 Tennessee, 32 Black-poll and as many Magnolia, 
a good comparison of the seasonal movements. 

Tennessee Warblers have been numerous, par- 
ticularly in the Connecticut River Valley; 40 were 
counted by 1 observer at Northampton, Mass. on 
Oct. 1 (SAE); a Nashville at the same place on 
Nov. 18 was extremely late. Cape May Warblers 
were unusually plentiful and Myrtles were abundant. 
At Springfield, Mass. on Oct. 23, Mrs. M. J. Keltz 
found a Black-throated Gray Warbler. The bird 
seemed fearless and permitted close approach and 
a detailed sketch was made which showed the 
diagnostic characters of the species (fide SAE). 
There were some very late records for Black-poll 
Warblers; in the vicinity of Northampton several 
were seen between Oct. 31 and Nov. 3 (SAE) and 
at Wood-Ridge, N. J. they were seen until Nov. 6 
(DCP). Palm Warblers were extremely scarce. 
During mid-summer Connecticut Warblers were 
found at unprecedented dates; already reported 
among the ‘summer birds was a specimen secured 
by T. S. Fillebrown on July 29 at West Wood- 
stock, Vt.; now there is a still earlier occurrence 
in Vermont as two were seen at Topsham, Vt. 
on July 14 (AM, EM); (Bent gives Aug. 
21 as the early date for Vermont). At Syracuse, 
N. Y. an adult ¢ of this species was trapped and 
banded on July 13 (B. P. Burtt). There were 9 
records of the Yellow-breasted Chat in the lower 
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Connecticut River Valley between the dates of 
Sept. 13 and Nov. 20; at Orient, L. I. 1 was seen 
on Oct. 22 (RL). 

Orioles, Tanagers.—Baltimore Orioles were seen 
at Keene, N. H. on Oct. 14 (TR) and at Sandy 
Hook, N. J. on Nov. 26 (GDS). An oriole found 
at North Amberst, Mass. on Oct. 26-28, and 
another at Holyoke, Mass., on Nov. 20, were 
suspected of being Bullock’s but identification was 
not positive. A Baltimore Q came to a feeding 
station at Woodstock, Vt. on Nov. 18 with a flock 
of Evening Grosbeaks. The visits were repeated 
daily until Nov. 27 (TSF). Western Tanagers were 
reported on Long Island, one at Far Rockaway on 
Oct. 3 (J. L. Bull), another at Little Neck on 
Sept. 4 (J. K. Terres). 

Evening Grosbeaks—This seems to be destined 
as an Evening Grosbeak winter. At Charlesbourg, 
Que. the summer flock of 40 in late August, 
diminished slowly through the fall (RC); the first 
to reach Ulverton, Que. appeared on Oct. 2 and 
were fairly common afterward, for food was plenti- 
ful (LMT, EET). At the unusually early date 
of Sept. 21 they were seen in Sussex County, N. J., 
and remained until Sept. 28 (EBN). The reports 
from northern New Hampshire and Vermont may 
be of birds that nested in the locality. Increasing 
numbers were reported from the Connecticut River 
Valley in Massachusetts after Oct. 20, and in 
southwestern Connecticut from early November. 
Many flocks passed through northern Franklin County 
in late October, and a flock of 150, which probably 
included many local nesters, was at a feeder in 
Saranac Lake, N. Y. at about that time (GTC). 
The first were seen at Syracuse, N. Y. on Oct. 23 
and at Schenectady on Nov. 6. In Ulster County, 
N. Y. they were reported at Cripplebush on Oct. 21 
(F. N. Hough) and at Saugerties on Dec. 10 (Mrs. 
Katherine G. Remensnyder). In Sullivan County, 
N. Y. they appeared on Oct. 22 (KDN). In New 
Jersey there is a report of 30 at High Point, Sussex 
County, on Oct. 23 (FPW, LH). 

Other Finches—A Cardinal ¢@ was seen at 
Northampton, Mass. on Nov. 16 (M. de Ronde) 
and 2 at Westport, Conn. on Nov. 25 (Betty Long). 
Several Dickcissels were seen but they were not 
so numerous as in the fall of 1954. A House Finch 
was seen at New City on Nov. 13 where it remained 
for several days, being the first record for Rockland 
County, N. Y. (J. M. Price). Pine Grosbeaks were 
found near Quebec city on Oct. 29 (RL) and 
the species moved down through Vermont, New 
Hampshire, and western Massachusetts in the latter 
half of November. They appeared at Topsham, 
Vt. on Nov. 6 and were numerous after Nov. 12 
(AM, EM); at West Milford, Conn. they 
were first seen on Nov. 3 (EBN), and at Salisbury 
Conn., where the flock of 17 consisted entirely of 
females and immatures, on Nov. 12 (RMH). There 
were a few scattered flocks of Common Redpolls, 
the first at Ulverton, Que. on Nov. 23 (LMT, 
EET); at Williamsburg, Mass., 35 were seen on 
Nov. 3 (Graves) and at Sandy Pond, N. Y. a small 
flock was noted on Nov. 6 (O.AS.). A few 
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White-winged Crossbills were scattered through the 
Region; near Salisbury, Conn., 12 were seen on 
Nov. 24 (RMH); at Clarendon, Vt. there were > 
on Oct. 15 (H. Potter). At Gilgo, L. I 
flock was seen on Nov. 26 (JJE). 
Sparrows.—There was a heavy flight of Savannah 
Sparrows, several thousand birds, on Oct. 12 at 
Orient, L. I—they remained here for about two 
weeks (RL). Slate-colored Juncos were unusually 
numerous in migration; in a wide area about Rut. 
land, Vt. in late November observers numbered 
them in the thousands (EB); at Watertown, N. Y. 
they were abundant (JBB) and also at Cos Cob, 
Conn. (CSR), and Sussex County, N. J. (EBN). 
A Clay-colored Sparrow was at South Windsor, 
Conn., Nov 16-18 (Ruth Risley, et al.). White. 
crowned Sparrows were numerous, at Merrickville 
Que.; in late September the abundant migrants 
were mostly young; at Ulverton the peak was 
reached on Oct. 2 (LMT, EET); the flight down 
the Connecticut River Valley was heavy; the 
species was reported as very numerous at Water. 
town, Schenectady and Syracuse. Six Lincoln's Spar. 
rows were on Fishers Island from Oct. 13 to 20, 
being the first known record for the Island. The 
2 Swamp Sparrows at Quebec city on Dec. 11 were 
unusual (RL, FH). A few Lapland Longspurs 
were reported. Four Snow Buntings were at Prince. 
ton, N. J., where they are rare, on Nov. 24. 
—CHARLES K. NICHOLS, American Museum of 


a small 


Natural History, New York 24, N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION.—In the 
northern part of the Region, Hurricane “Connie,” 
which struck on Aug. 13, blew inland scores, if 
not hundreds, of 
petrels, terns, and 
shorebirds, and 
brought drenching 
rains. Although 
“Diane” brought 
few strays in that 
section, it blew 
many water birds 
into Piedmont 
Virginia. Precipi- 
tation was about 
normal after Sep- 
tember, and s0 
were temperatures 
until the cold spell 
of late November. 
As contrasted with the spring, the warbler migration 
was heavy in Pennsylvania. In the Washington 
area, land birds, and particularly warblers, passed 
through in rather well-defined waves. 

Shearwaters and Petrels —On an off-shore trip 
from Chincoteague, Va., Aug. 8, P. F. Springer 
and R. E. Stewart saw a Sooty Shearwater two 
miles out. Three Cory’s Shearwaters were seen at 
Beach Haven Inlet, N. J., on Oct. 30 (Don 
Maxwell). Five Leach’s Petrels were seen flying 
over the Susquehanna River near Washington Boro, 
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Pa, Aug. 14, and one was collected (Theo. Hake, 
Carl Fasnacht, $. H. Dyke); and 2 were over a 
rain pool at Delaware City, Del., Aug. 14 (D. A. 
Cutler). In New Jersey a Wilson’s Petrel was picked 
up alive near Hartford on Aug. 14 (Miss Sarah 
Alexander, ef al.); ome was found dead at Stone 
Harbor on Aug. 14 (Frank McLaughlin); and 
another in Calvert Co., Md. after “Connie’’ (RES). 

Herons and Ibises—Some 2000 herons of 5 
species, most of which were Little Blues, were 


feeding with 18 Glossy Ibises at a small pond - 


near Cape May, N. J., Aug. 7 (FM). Late Am. 
Egrets were found at Denton, Md., Oct. 20 (Roberta 
B. Fletcher); Albemarle Co., Va., Oct. 22 (C. E. 
Stevens); and Fort Belvoir, Va. Nov. 17 (J. M. 
itt). John Terborgh counted 770 Snowy Egrets 
_sincoteague on Aug. 6. At Rio Grande, N. J., 
13 Cattle Egrets, a high count for the state, were 
seen on Oct. 1 (Harriet Sutton, Shirley Briggs); 
and at Piney Island, near Chincoteague, Va., 5 
were seen with cattle during August and early 
September; 7 on Sept. 26, at least one with the 
black legs and feet of a bird of the year; 2 on 
Oct. 12 and Nov. 9, the last seen (J. M. Valentine, 
Jr, Refuge Manager). Jeff Webb found a Wood 
Ibis at Fort Eustis, Va., July 19 (fide J. H. Grey). 

Geese and Ducks.—Brigantine Wildlife Refuge 
had about 140,000 Am. Brant on Nov. 16 (H. E. 
Whitley, Refuge Manager); and Chincoteague had 
10,000 by Nov. 12 (F. R. Scott, C. C. Steirly). 
A European Widgeon was seen at Allentown, Pa., 
from Nov. 9 on (Dr. John Trainer, Clinton Miller). 
Dale Sanville noted 5 Shovellers at Haddonfield, 
N. J., Oct. 25, an unusual record for Camden 
County. A Common Eider was seen at Cape May, 
N. J., Aug. 14 (I. Black), and 5 on Oct. 9 (IB, 
G. M. Seely). 

Hawks and Eagles——¥Favorable weather conditions 
brought good hawk flights this fall, both along 
the Blue Ridge and at coastal points. A Goshawk 
was seen near Hancock, Md., Oct. 14 (FM); and 
Goshawks and Golden Eagles provided exciting 
moments at Hawk Mountain during late October 
and early November. Falcons were much in evidence 
at Cape May in late September, 30 Peregrines and 
35 Pigeon Hawks being seen in 3 hours on Sept. 
25 (Wm. Middleton). Around the middle of October, 
4 or 5 Peregrines could be seen daily along the 
beach at Chincoteague (JMV). Two late Ospreys 
net over Richmond, Va., on Oct. 19 (John M. 
rvine), 

Rails —Clapper Rails suffered a major disaster 
all along the coast from Hurricane ‘Connie.’ 
George A. Clarke, Jr., found 33 dead rails, scattered 
for an eighth of a mile along a highway near 
Oceanville, N. J., on Aug. 13. He noted that the 
wing feathers were only partly developed on the 
rails. A Black Rail was seen at Stone Harbor, N. J. 
Sept. 25 (WM). 

Shorebirds—There was such a flight of shorebirds 
that only the high points can be mentioned. Am. 
Golden Plovers were common, with 21 at Man- 
ington, N. J., Sept. 21 (Richard Bender); 240 
at Tinicum, Philadelphia, Sept. 10 (DAC); one at 


Hog Island, Va., on Sept. 16 and 3 on Sept. 18 
(JT); and one in Albemarle Co., Va., Nov. 19 
(Mrs. A. H. Michie). Several days after ‘Connie’ 
there were 35 Pectoral Sandpipers and 66 Lesser 
Yellow-legs on Aug. 16 at Langhorne’s Pond, 
Albemarle Co., Va., and on Aug. 18 “Diane” 
brought 40 Pectorals and 2 Sanderlings there (CES). 
A Sanderling at Curles Neck, Richmond, Va., Oct. 
2, is very unusual (FRS). Dr. D. R. Coman 
flushed 30 Am. Woodcock from a small area at 
Goshen, N. J. on Oct. 8. Three Upland Sandpipers 
were seen sitting on poles at Tuckerton, N. J.. 
Aug. 21 (FM). The Lehigh Valley Bird Club 
found several Baird’s Sandpipers at Ontelaunee 
Refuge, Pa., Aug. 14; Ed Manners saw one at 
Haddon Heights, N. J., Aug. 25; and Abbott saw 
one at Hunting Creek, Va., Sept. 3. Out of an 
unprecedented flight of 16 species of shorebirds at 
Washington Boro, Pa. on Aug. 14, 2 Curlew 
Sandpipers and 12 Stilt Sandpipers were identified 
(TH, et al.). A Buff-breasted Sandpiper was seen 
at Cape May, Sept. 19 (N. J. Aud. Soc.). An 
estimated 50,000 Semipalmated Sandpipers were 
feeding on a mud flat near Camden, N. J., Aug. 
9 (FM, J. K. Potter). A high of 30 Marbled 
Godwits was reported at Brigantine Refuge, Nov. 
8 (HEW); and one was seen at Rigby Island, 
Mathews Co., Va., Sept. 14 (JT, L. Griffin). Two 
Hudsonian Godwits near Reading, Pa., Aug. 13, 
make a first record for Burks Co. (Earl Poole) ; 
and one at Churchville, Pa., Oct. 25, was on a 
late date (Alan Brady). Three Ruffs were reported, 
a dark-breasted bird, at Long Beach Island, N. J., 
Aug. 14 (R. Conn); a pale-breasted bird there on 
Aug. 21 (C. Hetzel, D. Kunkle); and one at 
Brigantine Refuge on Nov. 2 (Clarence Stasz, 
et al.). Philip A. DuMont saw 4000 Sanderlings 
at Hereford Inlet, N. J., Sept. 24. Two Am. Avocets 
were seen at Bombay Hook, Del., Sept. 17 and 
Oct. 9 (Phyllis Hurlock); 11 at Brigantine Refuge, 
Oct. 18 (EM, Wm. Keeton); one at West Ocean 
City, Md., Sept. 4-7 (R. L. Kleen, T. Lord, Mr. 
and Mrs. I. C. Hoover); and 3 in the marsh at 
Back Bay Refuge, Va. Oct. 25 (Jack Perkins, 
CCS, R. J. Bartholomew). 

Phalaropes.—Five storm-driven Northern Pha- 
laropes were seen near Reading on Aug. 13 (EP), 
and 4 at Washington Boro, Pa. Aug. 14 (TH, 
et al.); and a Wilson’s Phalarope near Reading, 
Aug. 15 (DC). 

Jaegers through Skimmers.—Several Parasitic 
Jaegers were seen at Cape May on Oct. 8 (NJAS) 
and one on Sept. 24 (D. C. Aud. Soc.); and a 
light phase bird from the Norfolk-Kiptopeke Ferry, 
Va., on Aug. 26 (Gertrude Prior, John Withroe, 
CCS). A Pomarine Jaeger was identified with the 
Parasitic Jaegers at Cape May, Oct. 8. An Ivory 
Gull was seen on Aug. 19 at Island Beach, N. J., 
by David Fables. The deluge of terns and skimmers 
blown inland by “Connie” was astonishing. Among 
them were many Sooty Terns, dead and _ alive. 
Three were seen near Reading on Aug. 13 (EP); 
2 at Washington Boro, Pa., Aug. 14 (TH, ef al.); 
one picked up at York, Pa., Aug. 16, was exhausted 
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and was given to the Philadelphia Zoo; one picked 
up near Wrightsville, Pa., Aug. 18, fed on minnows 
until it revived and was liberated (DC); one 
was seen at Beach Haven, N. J., Aug. 14 (T. E. 
McMullen); one was found dead near Avalon, 
N. J., Aug. 15 (GAC, Jr.); one picked up alive 
at Surf City, N. J., Aug. 14 (Joseph F. Rogers); 
and one was recorded at Cape May on Aug. 15 
(Floyd Wolfarth, et al.). The Lehigh Valley Bird 
Club, on an Aug. 14 trip to Ontelaunee, found 
Laughing Gulls, and Forster's, Common, Caspian, 
Least, and Black Terns, all unusual there. Royal 
Terns were conspicuous, with 15 at Delaware City, 
Del., Aug. 14; one at Island Beach, N. J., Aug. 
19 (DF); and a high count of 100 at Stone 
Harbor, Oct. 18, with 16 still present on Nov. 16 
(Stanley Quickmire). They were recorded at other 
points also. They seemed perfectly able to take 
care of themselves. Least Terns, reported from 
many unusual places on Aug. 13, were listed in 
the October issue. Stevens counted 19 Black Terns 
at a pond in Albemarle Co., Va., Sept. 3, and 
R. J. Watson and Scott the same number at Hope- 
well, Va., on Sept. 4. Summer appearances of Black 
Terns on the Virginia Eastern Shore are interesting, 
at Chincoteague through June (JMV) and through- 
out the Eastern Shore in July and August. Black 
Skimmers were also seen at scattered points: one 
at Delaware City, Aug. 14; 2 at Bombay Hook, 
Aug. 14 (DAC); and a flock of 350 still present 
at North Wildwood, N. J., Oct. 26 (Fred Poole, 
JKP). 

Doves to Woodpeckers—The only unusual land 
bird reported after ‘“Connie’’ was a Ground Dove 
spotted at Washington Boro on Aug. 14 (TH). 
Mrs. R. H. Rudd found a late Mourning Dove nest 
with one young at Richmond on Sept. 28 (fide 
JHG). The fall flight of Common Nighthawks 
was phenomenal, with loose flocks of 50 to 100 
reported from many points in New Jersey and 
eastern Pennsylvania, and with the latest record at 
Philadelphia on Oct. 11 (William Jay). Jay also 
had the latest Chimney Swift date, Oct. 21, at 
Philadelphia. A remarkable record is that of a 
Red-cockaded Woodpecker near Golden Hill, Md., 
Oct. 8 (Miss PH and 8 others). There has been 
an encouraging increase in the number of reports 
of Red-headed Woodpeckers: 7 records at Hawk 
Mountain between Sept. 7 and Oct. 12 (Maurice 
Broun); an immature at Preston, Md., Oct. 21, 
the first in over 5 years (M. W. Hewitt); up to 
50 individuals (Nov. 13) in the Pennyfield-Seneca, 
Md., area (Hilda Smith); and single birds on 7 
September and October dates around Alexandria, Va. 
(JMA). 

Flycatchers Wrens.—Single Western 
Kingbirds were seen at Mechanicsville, Pa., Aug. 
13 (C. W. Lincoln); Cape May, Sept. 25 (CWL, 
DK); and Merchantville, N. J., Oct. 22 (Alice 
Rogers). A Yellow-bellied Flycatcher was trapped 
and banded at Wenonah, N. J. on Aug. 29 (Mrs. 
Thelma Middleton), 10 at Ocean City, Md., 
Sept. 11-18 (S. W. Simon, C. S. Robbins, Richard 
D. and Gladys H. Cole), and a very late bird 
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at Monkton, Md., Oct. 23 (SWS). An extra. 
ordinary number of Blue Jays moved south this 
fall, 1500, for example, being counted at Honey 
Brook, Pa., on Oct. 5 (Nevin Musser), and 532 
in 114 hours at Kensington, Md., the same day 
(K. A. Goodpasture). An Am. Magpie seen near 
Pemberton, N. J., Nov. 12 to 20, was thought 
to be a stray rather than an escape as the bird was 
quite wild (Bert Jarvis). A Black-capped Chickadee 
at Audubon, Pa., on Aug. 22, and others in the 
next few days, seem rather early for a winter 
invasion (J. d’A. Northwood). A Bewick's Wren 
was found on Oct. 23 at Little Gap in the Pennsy|. 
vania Blue Ridge (Mr. and Mrs. Wasson, R. and 
C. Miller). 

Vireos and Warblers—Nine Philadelphia Vireos 
were banded at Ocean City, Md., Sept. 10-16 
(RDC, SWS, CSR). Two were seen at Cape May, 
Sept. 24 (R. Sargent, et al.); and singles at New 
Bloomfield, Pa., Oct. 11 (Dr. O. K. Stephenson); 
Hog Island, Va., Sept. 16 (JT); and Back Bay, 
Va., Oct. 24 (JP, Paul Sykes, F. C. Richardson). 
A Blue-winged Warbler was observed at Wacha- 
preague, Va., Aug. 27 (PS, JW). Late Yellow 
Warblers were seen at Ocean City, Md., Sept. 17; 
Hog Island, Va., Sept. 18 (JT); and Denton, Md, 
Sept. 29 (RBF). It is not unlikely that such late 
birds belong to one of the northern races. 

Blackbirds—Huge flocks of blackbirds, including 
Purple Grackles, Red-wings, and Brown-headed 
Cowbirds, were in evidence this fall, with 18,000 
Purple Grackles near Honey Brook, Pa., on Oct. 11 
(NM). “Blackbirds” descended on the corn crop 
in Salem Co., N. J., in “millions,” the farmers 
in some cases suffering a total loss. Broun reported 
Brewer's Blackbirds in the Hawk Mountain area: 
Oct. 6; Oct. 19, 6 at the Lookout and 20 three 
miles away (Alex Nagy); and 3 on Oct. 23. A 
tally of 3030  Boat-tailed Grackles, apparently 
leaving a roost, at Chincoteague Causeway on Nov. 
13, is the highest count on record for Virginia 
(FRS, CCS). 

Fringillids —Evening Grosbeaks appeared early in 
October in the Philadelphia area, and reports are 
numerous enough to indicate quite an invasion. Scott 
saw a flock of 10 at Curles Neck, Richmond, Va. 
on Nov. 27. Crossbills have been generally absent, 
although 20 Red Crossbills were seen near Mahanoy 
City, Pa., Nov. 19 (FM), and one at Laurel, Md. 
the following day (CSR). Dickcissels were noted 
at Ocean City, Md., Sept. 12 and 13 (CSR); at 
Hog Island, Va., Sept. 18 (JT); and at Winter 
Quarter Lightship, off Chincoteague, Sept. 23 
(R. B. McCartney). Two Sharp-tailed Sparrows in 
Albemarle Co., Va., Sept. 3, are noteworthy (CES). 
Two Lark Sparrows were noted at the Parramore 
Island Coast Guard Station, Va., on Aug. 20, and 
another at Assateague Island, Va., on Aug. 21 
(DCAS, P. A. DuMont, CCS). Five were seen at 
Ocean City, Md., Sept. 4 (RLK, TL), and 2 were 
banded at Assateague Is., Md., Sept. 12-13 (R. P. 
Riesz, GHC}. One was seen at Cape May on Oct 
8 (NJAS); one at Deal Island, Md., Sept. 29 
(FM); and one at Bethany Beach, Del., on Aug 
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21 (R. Hough, Jr.). An Oregon Junco, banded 
on Oct. 31 at Denton, Md. (AJF, RBF), is the 
third record for the state. The identification was 
checked with the western Peterson guide (MWH). 
A Clay-colored Sparrow, found at Cape May on 
Sept. 18 by J. A. Gillespie, remained in the same 
general neighborhood for about two weeks and was 
satisfactorily identified by many experts. We believe 
this to be the first record for Cape May County.— 
JuLIAN K. PoTTER, 437 Park Avenue, Collingswood, 
N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
Hurricane “Diane” swept disastrously along our 
North Carolina coast on Aug. 17, close upon the 
back-lash from 
“Connie.” Rain 
clouds that 
might have 
watered the 
higher western 
area were hur- 
ried to the 
coast and un- 
loaded _merci- 
lessly there. In 
mid-September, 
“Tone” follow- 
ed essentially 
the same path with the same results. By October, 
however, the Region was near normal again—as 
for rainfall—but a bit cool, especially during the 
last of that month. November was cold and dry. 
Killing freezes occurred, Nov. 1, at Greensboro, 
N. C, and at Columbia, S. C. Fast-growing 
vegetable and grain crops were generally good. 
Acorns and sweet gum and tulip poplar seeds were 
noticeably scarce. Apples, peaches, and early blooming 
wild fruits yielded little or no crops due to the 
severe March freeze. 

Only a few hurricane victims were sighted or 
recovered. Shorebirds blown inland included Black- 
bellied Plovers, Hudsonian Curlews and dowitchers. 
Several species of terns also appeared inland. On 
the North Carolina beaches a dead Cory’s Shearwater 
was found and a Leach’s Petrel was sighted. An 
analysis of a daily record kept of a 10-mile strip 
of ocean beach above Cape Hatteras before and 
after “Diane” indicates little immediate effect upon 
the numbers of birds there. However, prior to the 
arrival of this season’s hurricanes, fewer land birds 
were reported over the Region as a whole than 
are usually found here. An association of . this 
deficiency with last fall's widespread ceilometer 
and hurricane disasters seems probable. 

During the present period, ceilometer and tower 
casualties were reported but once—Sept. 25-27. 
At the Charlotte, N. C., airport, 112 birds were 
collected and identified. This number was but a 
part of the total kill. Much of the area around 
the beam is fenced or grown over by heavy brush 
and inaccessible. At Atlanta and nearby Marietta, 
well over 500 birds were collected or seen. In 
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the Charlotte collection, 42% were warblers; 22%, 
vireos; 19%, thrushes. The most abundant species: 
Red-eyed Vireo. In the Georgia recoveries, Red-eyed 
Vireos were again the most plentiful species. They 
were followed numerically by Olive-backed Thrushes, 
Tennessee Warblers, and Magnolia Warblers, in 
that order. 

The incoming waterfowl population seems to be 
good. For small birds, most reporters found the 
period extremely dull. At the southeastern corner 
of the Region, Kuerzi found fewer species than 
he had ever previously noted. 

Two Evening Grosbeaks appeared unexpectedly 
in central North Carolina early in November. 

Grebes, Petrels, Pelicans—Horned Grebes were 
listed among the late arrivals in the Wilmington, 
N. C., area. Clifford Comeau found them there, Oct. 
23. On Aug. 13, just after the passage of hurricane 
“Connie,” a dead adult Cory’s Shearwater was 
picked up on the ocean beach of Shackleford Bank, 
Beaufort, N. C. The bird was preserved and is now 
in the collection of John Funderburg. Farther up 
on the coast, at Nag’s Head, Mr. and Mrs. Irwin 
C. Hoover of Arlington, Va., watched a Leach’s 
Petrel as it flew along the beach a few hours 
ahead of hurricane “Diane,” Aug. 16. It was 
within five feet of them and so close she could 
“even see quite plainly the dark feathers in the 
center of the white rump.” Upon returning home, 
they visited the National Museum and examined 
skins further to satisfy themselves with their 
identification. On a later trip south, through the 
inland waterway to Florida, the Hoovers saw, 
Oct. 14, a lone White Pelican on a sand bar 
about 10 miles north of Charleston (and 5 at 
St. Augustine). 

Egrets, Ibises—There was a very good population 
in this group. The abundance of American and Snowy 
Egrets was noted particularly. A Cattle Egret was 
found just south of Charleston for the first time in 
that area, Oct. 30 (Robert Coleman, E. B. Chamber- 
lain). No report of this bird has yet come from 
North Carolina. A Yellow-crowned Night Heron fell 
at the Atlanta ceilometer, Sept. 26-27, a new late- 
date there (William W. Griffin). An Am. Bittern 
was seen at Beaufort, N. C., Oct. 16 (T. L. Quay). 
Wood Ibises, their numbers probably swelled by the 
return from the unprecedented summer flight, were 
seen in unusually large numbers on the North and 
South Carolina coasts. They were at Wilmington as 
late as Sept. 10 (Mary Baker, ef al.), and at Beaufort, 
S. C., 79 were counted in the marshes by the Hoovers, 
Oct. 14. An immature White Ibis was reported by 
Kenneth Sprunt at the Orton plantation, Wilmington, 
Aug. 4. 

W aterfowl—Canada Geese were “heard going over 
(Chapel Hill, N. C.) at ten minutes to four” on the 
morning of Oct. 4 (W. L. McAtee). Upward to 
12,000 Canadas were estimated to be at Gaddy’s pond 
(Ansonville, N. C.) at the close of the period, in 
spite of hunting around the fringes of the property. 
There were a few Snow and Blue Geese on the refuge 
also. At Coleraine, in southeastern Georgia, F. V. 
Hebard first noted Canada Geese, Oct. 21. The first 
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Snow Goose reported this fall in the Region was at 
Longbow Plantation, south of Charleston on the Com- 
bahee River. W. E. Hutson saw it on Oct. 25. Ducks 
came in in good numbers. Ring-necks were plentiful. 
At Raleigh, Quay estimated about 500 on two small 
lakes at the close of the period. Near Blowing Rock, 
N. C. high in the Blue Ridge, a flock of 12-14 was 
seen in a small pond, Oct. 22 (Fred May, B. R. 
Chamberlain). The European Widgeon reported an- 
nually by Mrs. Cecil Appleberry at Wilmington since 
1951, had not appeared at the end of the period. 
There was a good flight of Green-winged Teal at 
Coleraine, Ga., Oct. 8 (FVH); a rare transient at 
Atlanta, one was collected there on Nov. 26 
(WWG). Ten Blue-winged Teal were at City Lake, 
Rocky Mount, N. C., as early as Aug. 29 (J. W. E. 
Joyner); 10 were also reported at Southport, N. C., 
Oct. 1 (David Adams). Wendell P. Smith’s list in- 
cluded one at North Wilkesboro, N. C., Nov. 20. 

Hawks.—A flight of hawks including Red-tails, 
Pigeon Hawks and Peregrine Falcons was spotted in 
the Beaufort, N. C., area in mid-October (TLQ). 
During their passage along the inland waterway to 
Florida, Oct. 13-15, the Hoovers counted 37 Bald 
Eagles in this Region. Hebard reported a Marsh 
Hawk at Coleraine, Oct. 21, and 41 Ospreys drifting 
south, Sept. 23. A male Peregrine Falcon was at 
St. Mary's, Ga., Oct. 3 (Richard Kuerzi). 

Rails, Coots, Shorebirds—Noisy Clapper Rails 
seemed plentiful enough but as usual there were few 
reports of the rail group. A Sora fell at the Atlanta 
ceilometer, Sept. 26-27 (WWG); and a Florida Gal- 
linule was captured alive on an Atlanta street, Sept. 


26 (WWG); another was reported at Wilmington, 
Nov. 18 (Mrs. A.). At North Wilkesboro an Am. 
Coot was seen, Oct 23. The presence of shorebirds 
inland was commented upon widely. Some of this 


distribution was hurricane-connected. The Hoovers 
counted 107 Am. Oyster-catchers within the Region 
during their waterway passage of Oct. 13, 14, 15. 
Of these, 83 were near McClellanville, N. C. On the 
same passage last fall the Am. Oyster-catcher count 
almost reached 1000. About 1500 Ringed Plovers 
were at Pea Island Refuge, Aug. 19. Inland occur- 
rences of the species were: Baden (Stanley Co.), 
N. C., Aug. 18 (Wayne Smith, fide John Trott); Mt. 
Olive, N. C., Aug. 12 (Robert Holmes); Augusta, 
Ga., Sept. 18 (J. Fred Denton). Denton and party 
watched 2 Am. Golden Plovers in a plowed and 
recently sown field at Perry, Houston Co., Ga., Oct. 
30. In Halifax Co., N. C., Wildlife Patrolman Buffa- 
low saw over 100 Wilson’s Snipe, Nov. 26. A hurri- 
cane-blown Hudsonian Curlew was found at a road 
construction pond near Mt. Olive, Aug. 12 (RH). 
Two Greater Yellow-legs were seen and one of them 
was collected at Beaufort, N. C., Aug. 22 (John 
Funderburg) ; Joyner saw 2 at Rocky Mount, Nov. 
24. A Least Sandpiper, Aug. 17, and a dowitcher, 
Aug. 12, were also noted at Mt. Olive. At Beaufort, 
N. C., 22 dowitchers were counted, Aug. 13 (John 
Funderburg). Also inland at the Mt. Olive pond were 
4 Semipalmated Sandpipers, Aug. 12, and 6, Aug. 17. 
Three Marbled Godwits were on the Hoovers’ list of 
Aug. 19 at Pea Island; at Wilmington, Cecil Apple- 
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berry, ef al., counted 15 of them, Sept. 24. A Sap. 
derling was blown into the Mt. Olive area, Aug. 12, 
and one was seen there again, Sept. 24 (RH). Pay! 
W. Sykes of Norfolk, Va., reported 11 Am. Avocets 
on Pea Island, Aug. 31. 

Gulls, Terns, Skimmers —A few Herring Gulls 
and a greater number of Ring-billed Gulls were jp. 
land through the upper coastal belt—in the Carolinas, 
at least—toward the close of the period. This was 
not unusual. A Bonaparte’s Gull at Rocky Mount. 
Nov. 29, was a good find, however (JWEJ). A 
Common Tern was at Mt. Olive, Aug. 17, due to 
“Diane,” and another at Rocky Mount. This second 
bird was captured and banded by Joyner, Aug. 18 
Two Sooty Terns were near Mt. Olive, but some 15 
miles apart, Aug. 17 (RH); another, an injured bird, 
was captured, Aug. 16, and lived for a short time 
just south of Henderson (Vance Coun'y, below 
Buggs Island Lake), N. C. (Mrs. A. W. Bachman) 
Least Terns, also new to the Mt. Olive area, ap. 
peared in some numbers: 10, Aug. 12, and 6, Aug. 
17, at Mount Olive (RH). On Aug. 23, Mrs, 
Appleberry and Holmes counted 12 Cabot's Terns; 
6 were on the Hoovers’ list for Sapelo Sound, Ga., 
Oct. 15. Farther down the coast, at St. Mary's, Ga, 
Richard G. Kuerzi set the beginning of the fall mi- 
gration for Black Terns as early as July 24. By Aug. 
15 there were above 500 of them feeding on bark 
beetles over the piles of pulpwood. A Black Tern 
was also at the Mount Olive pond, Aug. 17. T. L. 
Quay reported a flock of 2000 or more Black Skim- 
mers at Shark Shoals in the Beaufort, N. C., area, 
Oct. 16. 

Cuckoos through Hummingbirds.—A Black-billed 
Cuckoo was a ceilometer casualty at Charlotte, Sept. 
25-26. It was collected by Mrs. E. O. Clarkson; 
another was located at North Wilkesboro as late as 
Oct. 28 (WPS). A Screech Owl at Kitty Hawk, 
N. C., Aug. 23, may be unusual (Mrs. ICH). A new 
late date for the Whip-poor-will in the Atlanta area 
was established, Sept. 24 (Richard A. Parks); Fran- 
ces M. Covington heard one at Troy, N. C., Oct. 20, 
a late date there. The Common Nighthawk migra- 
tion was probably about normal, but reporting was 
slim. Joyner mentioned them in some numbers at 
Rocky Mount; there was a heavy movement down the 
Yadkin River valley around North Wilkesboro, Sept. 
3-9, where 264 were counted in a 45-minute period 
(WPS); 1 was seen in the Wilmington area, Oct. 
19 (CC). Chimney Swifts remained at North Wilkes- 
boro until Oct. 7 (WPS); and at Wilmington until 
Oct. 14 (CA). Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were 
at Raleigh, Sept. 29 (TLQ):; at Troy, Oct. 15 
(FMC). 

Woodpeckers, Flycatchers—At Charleston, Louise 
Barrington counted a flight of 82 Yellow-shafted 
Flickers moving northeast, Oct. 10. Red-headed W ood- 
peckers, increasing in numbers in some areas, were 
plentiful at Wilmington late in August. A_ small 
group of Red-heads that have wintered at Atlanta 
for several years, left in mid-October (WWG). 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were in Charlotte by Oct. 
19 (Rebekah Norwood). Eastern Kingbirds left 
Coleraine, Ga., Sept. 15 (Frederick V. Hebard). A 
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Western Kingbird was watched for about 20 
minutes at distances as close as 30 ft., by Comeau 
at Fort Caswell (Wilmington), Nov. 12; and Ro- 
bert Coleman spotted one near Charleston, Nov. 14. 
Crested Flycatchers remained at North Wilkesboro 
until Sept. 25 (WPS). At Coleraine, Eastern 
Phoebes arrived unexpectedly early, Sept. 25, and 
the last Eastern Wood Pewee was seen on the same 
date. Spring and fall “relief” of one of these species 
by the other over 15 years of observations at Coler- 
aine is noteworthy (FVH). An Acadian Flycatcher 
was identified at Wilmington, Aug. 23 (RH). An- 
other empidonax flycatcher, picked up at the Atlanta 
ceilometer, Sept. 27, has been identified by John 
Aldrich as a Traill’s Flycatcher—a first record for 
the Atlanta area (WWG). 

Swallows through Thrushes——Kuerzi judged the 
swallow population and movement at St. Mary's to be 
about one-third normal. Along the North Carolina 
coast Tree Swallows seemed to be abundant. Joseph 
Norwood found congregations in the vicinity of Swan 
Quarter (Hyde Co.), N. C., numbering in hundreds, 
about 90% of which were immature birds, Sept. 21. 
Purple Martins were not reported at Wilmington 
after Sept. 3 (CC). Hebard reported Fish Crows 
arriving at Coleraine, Oct. 12. James Mattocks at 
High Point, in central North Carolina, found 2 
Short-billed Marsh Wrens, Sept. 24-26. At North 
Wilkesboro there was a strong thrush movement dur- 
ing the very early hours of Sept. 22. “Wood, Hermit, 
Olive-backed, Gray-cheeked, and Veery, were repre- 
sented—although two-thirds were Gray-cheeked” 
(WPS). A Hermit Thrush was at Wilmington, Oct. 
21 (Mrs. A., MB), and at Coleraine, Nov. 2 (FVH). 
An Olive-backed Thrush was seen at Troy, N. C., 
Oct. 2 (FMC). A Veery fell at the Charlotte airport 
ceilometer, Sept. 25-26 (Mrs. EOC). 

Kinglets, Vireos, Warblers —A tower casualty at 
Atlanta, Sept. 26-27, furnished a new early date there 
for the Ruby-crowned Kinglet (RAP). Vireos and 
warblers were reported rather abundantly, thanks 
mostly to ceilometer and tower kills. Smith at North 
Wilkesboro found this a better warbler season than 
last fall. A White-eyed Vireo was somewhat late at 
Wilmington, Oct. 8 (CC), and an extremely late 
individual was at Troy, Oct. 30 (FMC). John Trott 
reported one at Mt. Gilead (Montgomery Co.), N. C., 
Sept. 24. Red-eyed Vireos were in the Wilmington 
area through Oct. 5 (CC). A Philadelphia Vireo 
was seen at North Wilkesboro, Aug. 23 (WPS); 4 
were among the Atlanta ceilometer casualties. A 
Warbling Vireo, seldom reported, even in our 
mountain area, was seen at North Wilkesboro, Sept. 
29 (WPS). A Blue-winged Warbler was seen at At- 
lanta, Sept. 24, equaling the previous late date there 
(RAP). Tennessee Warblers must have been more 
abundant than usual. Extreme dates noted for that 
species were: Sept. 27, Wilmington (CC); Oct. 1, 
New London, N. C. (JT); Oct. 2, Augusta, Ga., 
Where it is a very rare bird (JFD); and Nov. 7, at 
Atlanta—a new late date for the area (RAP). An 
Orange-crowned Warbler at North Wilkesboro, Oct. 
2, is noteworthy (WPS). Griffin collected a Nash- 
ville Warbler at the Atlanta ceilometer, Sept. 26-27. 


It was the second record for the area. Six Yellow 
Warblers were seen at Wilmington, Aug. 23 (RH, 
et al.); 4 were gathered from the ceilometer area at 
Atlanta, Sept. 26-27 (WWG). An immature Mag- 
nolia Warbler was watched at ranges of 15 to 20 ft., 
at Charlotte, Sept. 2, by visiting E. B. Chamberlain. 
A Cape May Warbler was found dead, Oct. 21, near 
Queens College, in Charlotte (Sarah Nooe), and on 
Oct. 26 a Black-throated Blue Warbler was also 
picked up in the same area (SN). Myrtle Warblers, 
first noted at Rocky Mount, Oct. 12, about two weeks 
late (JWEJ) were first seen on Oct. 1, at Wilming- 
ton (Mrs. A.). Several waves, totaling above 800, 
were at Wilmington, Oct. 23 (CC); Louise Barring- 
ton found them at her home, just south of Charleston, 
Oct. 23. A late Black-throated Green Warbler was 
found dead at Charlotte, Oct. 19 (SN). Also, a 
Blackburnian Warbler fell dead in a city street at 
Charlotte, Oct. 5, and another was seen within a 
short distance of that spot, Oct. 6 (SN). Denton 
reported as uncommon a Bay-breasted Warbler at 
Beach Island, S. C., near the Georgia line, Oct. 23; 
and Smith noted them at North Wilkesboro, Sept. 
11, and Oct. 12; and at Tryon, N. C., Ellison Wil- 
liams found one as late as Oct. 31. At Coleraine, 
J. W. Burch saw Prairie Warblers “in large numbers’ 
on Oct. 5. At St. Mary's, Ga., there was a light flight 
of Palm Warblers early in the period, with no noted 
later flight. Trott reported a Palm Warbler at New 
London, Oct. 11. Parks established a new late record 
for the Oven-bird in the Atlanta area: Oct. 22. 
Twenty were gathered at the ceilometer at Charlotte, 
Sept. 25-26 (Mrs. EOC). A rarely reported Mourn- 
ing Warbler was seen at North Wilkesboro, Sept. 25 
(WPS). Seven Yellow-breasted Chats were counted 
in the ceilometer kill at Charlotte, Sept. 25-26. Rare 
Black-capped Warblers were reported at Atlanta, 
Sept. 24, when one was seen by Parks; and Sept. 
26-27, when 2 were recovered at the ceilometer by 
Griffin. This species was also seen at North Wilkes- 
boro, Aug. 24 (WPS), but most unusual was the 
appearance of a Black-capped Warbler within 8 feet 
of a laboratory window at Chapel Hill, N. C., Dec. 
2, where it was watched for several minutes by 
Oscar H. Paris, Jr. A single Canada Warbler was 
in the Charlotte kill, Sept. 25-26. Two Am. Redstarts 
were seen at Charlotte, Oct. 5 (SN); one was at 
Charleston, Oct. 23 (Mrs. LB). 

Bobolinks through Tanagers.—About 60 Bobolinks 
were scared up from a field of lespedeza overgrown 
with crab grass, in Alamance County, N. C., Sept. 17 
(TLQ). Baltimore Orioles (3) were again at 
Wilmington, Sept. 15-26, in the Mebanes’ yard. Joy- 
ner found one at Rocky Mount, Oct. 16—an early 
date—and Williams found one in a city park at 
Charleston on the same day. Smith saw Rusty Black- 
birds at North Wilkesboro, Sept. 21. A Summer 
Tanager was seen at Atlanta, Nov. 4, a new late date 
there (RAP). 

Finches.—Indigo Buntings apparently left most 
areas early. Two females fell at the Charlotte airport, 
Sept. 25-26; and one was seen at North Wilkesboro, 
Oct. 5 (WPS). Ten Dickcissels were in the Atlanta 
ceilometer casualties, Sept. 26-27; one was watched 
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with a group of House Sparrows at North Augusta, 
S. C., Nov. 29 (JFD, e¢ al.); one or two have been 
at the Mays’ or Benards’ feeders at Lenoir, N. C., 
fairly regularly since the middle of the period. An 
especially interesting report was one from John Trott 
who saw 2 Evening Grosbeaks in a walnut tree 
near his house at New London, Stanly Co., N. C., 
Nov. 5, and again on Dec. 2. Purple Finches and 
Pine Siskins arrived in good numbers in the Atlanta 
area in November (WWG). 

Sparrows.—Henslow's Sparrows were at Coleraine, 
Oct. 17; James Mattocks watched one at 6 ft. at 
High Point, Oct. 29. Slate-colored Juncos were at 
North Wilkesboro, Oct. 22, and at Coleraine, Nov. 
23 (FVH). A single White-crowned Sparrow was 
at the Covington feeders at Troy, Nov. 19. White- 
throated Sparrows were at Rocky Mount, Oct. 8, and 
at New London, Oct. 15 (Wayne Smith). Fox Spar- 
rows appeared at North Wilkesboro, Oct. 31. The 
first Swamp Sparrow at Coleraine this season was 
noted on Oct. 10 (FVH).—B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—State-wide temperatures aver- 
aged normal to slightly above in August and Septem- 
ber, but somewhat below normal for the remainder 
of the period. Greater de- 
partures from normality, 
however, were noted in 
rainfall at both ex- 
tremes of the Region— 
marked deficiencies in the 
Tallahassee Division and 
extreme South Florida. 
Around Tallahassee _ this 
carried the current drought 
y through its 23rd month, 
nevwerreee” in 20 of which _ the 
as° KEYS s\o° amount of rainfall has 
been subnormal. Dry con- 
ditions of less severity have now developed in South 
Florida and the Keys. The few remaining large 
bodies of water around Tallahassee continued to 
dwindle away; although attracting large numbers of 
shorebirds and waders, they were unappealing to 
diving birds which arrived later. 

Migration in North Floridai—As one cold front 
after another entered the state, observers in the 
Tallahassee Division waited for an important migra- 
tion of small land birds that never materialized. An 
exception was a remarkably late wave encountered by 
the Zerbes and Berkowitzes on Nov. 6. As it is easy 
to gain a false impression of bird scarcity (or abund- 
ance), objective data bearing on comparative abund- 
ance were sought. Using the months of August 
through October as the basis for comparison,. sep- 
arate figures were used for two parts of the Talla- 
hassee Division: (1) Leon County; (2) coastal 
counties (especially Wakulla and Franklin). Species 
included in the comparison were those which had 
previously occurred in at least 3 of these ‘6” 
months (three months for each subdivision). Fre- 
quencies (birds per hour of field work) for each 


18 





aol r, _’ @JACK — 
1“TALLA \A ORTHERN the 


GEORGIA} 


Division Dar ‘ONA 


PENINSULA, 


/TAMPA_-\ | 
vv ~ 


\ 


EVERGLADESA, 
NATIONAL PARK, +7 











month of 1955 were compared with the cumulative 
frequencies for these months over the period 1946-54. 








Fraction of Per Cent of 


Months Reduced Normal 


—.. 


Anhinga 25% 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron. . 12% 
Wood Duck 15% 
Red-shouldered Hawk 45% 
Florida Gallinule 80% 
Spotted Sandpiper 75% 
Solitary Sandpiper 15% 
Black Tern 30% 
Mourning Dove 90% 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 20% 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 50% 
Pileated Woodpecker 55% 
Downy Woodpecker 40% 
Crested Flycatcher 28% 
Acadian Flycatcher 15% 
Barn Swallow 65% 
Purple Martin 2% 
House Wren 45% 
Carolina Wren 40% 
Veery 0% 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 35% 
White-eyed Vireo 22% 
Red-eyed Vireo 28% 
Black and White Warbler 40% 
Prothonotary Warbler 0% 
Golden-winged Warbler ...... 6% 
Tennessee Warbler 10% 
Parula Warbler 30% 
Yellow Warbler 88% 
Magnolia Warbler 32% 
Black-throated Green Warbler. . 60% 
Cerulean Warbler 0% 
Blackburnian Warbler 25% 
Yellow-throated Warbler 30% 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 7% 
Pine Warbler 50% 
Prairie Warbler 20% 
Water-thrushes (2 species) .... 25% 
Kentucky Warbler Ethie 0% 
Common Yellowthroat 60% 
Hooded Warbler 22% 
Am. Redstart 55% 
Scarlet Tanager 0% 
Summer Tanager 45% 
Cardinal 60% 
Indigo Bunting 40% 
Savannah Sparrow 45% 
Pine-woods Sparrow 7% 


Species 











In the table above the number of months in which 
the 1955 frequency was subnormal is the numerator 
in each fraction listed under column 1; the number 
of months in which the species had occurred (1946- 
54) is the denominator. (Thus for the resident Pi- 
leated Woodpecker ‘5/6’ means that the species 
normally occurs in all of these months and that its 
relative abundance in 1955 was subnormal in 5 





months. It will be noted, however, that most species 
in the list are migratory.) Column 2 of this table 
shows the approximate per cent of normal abund- 
ance (frequency) computed for each species in 1955, 
based on aggregates for the inland and coastal sub- 
divisions. The total amount of field work for which 
quantitative data were obtainable was 125 hours in 
1955 and 688 hours for 1946-54. These values are 
probably of more significance than those in column 1. 
It is obvious that chance plays a greaier part in 
determining atypical frequencies of uncommon species 
than of common ones, and it is likely that most of 
the figures below 10% exaggerate the comparative 
scarcity of those species; but otherwise these data are 
probably fairly significant. Another objection which 
might be raised, however, is that the areas repre- 
sented are so vast that the habitat coverage might 
well have varied considerably in 1955 from that of 
previous years. To some extent this was true (e.g., 
less data from pine woods). Therefore, data were 
sought from another source. Numbers of individuals 
recorded in August, September, and October in a 
single grove of live oaks on the west side of Lake 
Jackson were compared for the years 1954 (154%4 
hours of field work) and 1955 (1134 hours), as 
this spot was known to be good for certain migrants. 
In the following list the numbers of individuals for 
the two years are compared for species found to be 
materially reduced in 1955: Yellow-billed Cuckoo, 
5:0; Ruby-throated Hummingbird, 10:1; Red-headed 
Woodpecker, 27:0 (despite abundant acorn crop in 
1955); Eastern Wood Pewee, 12:0; Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher, 8:2; Loggerhead Shrike, 18:3 (“out of place” 
in this habitat and apparently migrating); Red-eyed 
Vireo, 2:0; Black and White Warbler, 10:0; Ten- 
nessee Warbler, 18:0; Parula Warbler, 63:1; Yellow 
Warbler, 8:1; Magnolia Warbler, 10:0; Yellow- 
throated Warbler, 8:2; Chestnut-sided Warbler, 6:0; 
Northern Water-thrush, 7:0; Common Yellowthroat, 
17:1; Am. Redstart, 22:1; Summer Tanager, 4:2. 
Small wonder, then, that the fall bird count in the 
coastal parts of this Region dropped from 156 species 
in 1954 to 148 in 1955, despite comparable coverage. 
From the only other portion of North Florida report- 
ing this time (Cocoa area), W. Foster White also 
referred to a poor migration, “particularly of war- 
blers.” It is doubtful whether the correct factors 
for the decline of all these 50 or more species can 
be assigned, but it is certain that the disappearance 
of many ponds and lakes would adversely affect the 
water birds and the frog-hunting Red-shouldered 
Hawk. Also, by favoring an increase of forest fires, 
dry conditions may have reduced the numbers of 
low-nesting species such as the Carolina Wren and 
Pine-woods Sparrow. Perhaps even the many migra- 
tory species would hurry through a Region largely 
devoid of water. Newman (Audubon Field Notes 
9:383) mentions the undeniable effect of the late- 


March freeze for species which were migrating then, 
but many of the species listed above probably were 
not. Some combination of the above factors, plus 
others not readily apparent, is the most likely cause 
of the decrease. 

Migration in South Florida—Reports from South 


Florida and the Keys portrayed a different picture, 
the migration there being one of the best of record. 
Mrs. Hundley, with assistance from Mrs. Hames, 
listed the surprising number of 133 species around 
Key West, some for the first time. On tiny Garden 
and Bush Keys, Dry Tortugas, John and Lauri De- 
Weese encountered a remarkable wave of migrants 
on Sept. 9 that brought them 45 species. At Mara- 
thon, farther up the Keys, Mrs. Bonney turned up 
a number of rarities for that part of the state; and 
L. A. Stimson, at Miami, found 3 species of warblers 
he had never seen during his many years of residence 
in Florida. His suggestion that some cold fronts 
crossed the Gulf of Mexico in a southeastward direc- 
tion from the western United States to South Florida 
is supported by U. S. Weather Bureau records (e.g., 
cold fronts of Oct. 7-9 and Oct. 13-15). During 
these periods, and others, a number of western species 
seldom seen in Florida were recorded in the southern 
part of the state, but some of these apparently by- 
passed North Florida. One of the most interesting 
aspects of migration on the Lower Keys was the 
arrival of hawks and vultures from the west and their 
continued eastward movement up the Keys (Oct. 22; 
Oct 29 to 31; Nov. 4 and 19). The presence of 
numbers of Swainson’s Hawks in some of these flocks 
illustrates how the species may annually reach South 
Florida (by crossing the Gulf of Mexico) without 
having been recorded in the northern parts of the 
state. On the other hand, the occurrence of Short- 
tailed Hawks (on different dates, however) would 
certainly not indicate a western origin for these 
flights. Perhaps observations in future years will shed 
more light on this paradox. 

Migration over Atlantic Ocean —Allan D. Cruick- 
shank and others found 6 Great Blue Herons, “hun- 
dreds of Palm Warblers, dozens of Am. Redstarts,” 
smaller numbers of 7 other species of warblers, and 
one Baltimore Oriole from 5 to 20 miles off Port 
Canaveral on Oct. 11. All were flying toward land 
(westward), and the wind at nearby Jacksonville was 
blowing out of the northeast at 11 miles per hour. 
It seems reasonable to assume that many of these 
would have bypassed Florida en route southward 
given a more favorable wind direction. 

Casualties at Television Tower—There was one 
notable exception to the general scarcity of migratory 
birds in the Tallahassee Division. On the night of 
Oct. 8-9 some 2000 birds, migrating under a low 
cloud ceiling, collided with a newly erected, 660-foot 
television tower near the Georgia Line (H. L. 
Stoddard). Leon County records for Oct. 9 mentioned 
in this account pertain to these casualties. The num- 
bers which struck the tower on other nights were 
insignificant by comparison. 

Grebes, Shearwaters, and Pelicans —One of the few 
nesting records of the Pied-billed Grebe in South 
Florida is that of one brooding near Clewiston on the 
late date of Sept. 16 (Mr. & Mrs. L. A. Stimson and 
Eva S. Dickey); one at Key West on Sept. 27 is 
the earliest fall date of record for the Lower Keys 
(Frances Hames). The fourth state record of the 
Greater Shearwater in Florida waters was made 
when 10 were seen 10 to 20 miles offshore from 
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Port Canaveral, Oct. 11 (ADC, W. Foster White, 
et al.). Almost as rare is Audubon’s Shearwater, 
seen at Ormond Beach by Richard A. Parks, Aug. 6. 
About 135 White Pelicans summered on the Banana 
River, remaining until Sept. 5 (WFW). Early arrivals 
of the species were at Marco Island, one on Oct. 8 
(LAS, ESD); Alligator Point (near Panacea), 150 
on Oct. 15 (Marvin Wass); and 600 at Tampa Bay, 
Oct. 16 ff. (Mrs. Talbot Brewer). 

Wading Birds —One to 2 Cattle Egrets appeared 
on Ramrod, Long, and Sugarloaf Keys, Sept. 7 to 
19, possibly the first to be recorded from the Upper 
Keys (Jack C. Watson). The observation of 10 fly- 
ing north at Key West, Nov. 10 (MH) suggests that 
the species may still be arriving from South America 
or the West Indies. Very late records were established 
for the Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Oct. 22, and 
Least Bittern, Oct. 1, near St. Marks Light (Karl and 
Marian Zerbe, ef al.) ; and a Green Heron at Wakulla 
Springs, Nov. 11, may be considered wintering 
(Henry M. Stevenson). Large numbers of Wood 
Ibis remained at Lake Jackson (near Tallahassee) 
throughout most -of the period, and Mrs. Brewer 
speaks of an increase in Tampa Bay. Of 23 Roseate 
Spoonbills present on the Banana River in summer, 
only one remained on Sept. 23 (WFW). 

Waterfowl._—Blue and Snow Geese migrated over 
the Tallahassee Region in unusually large numbers; 
and 1000 Mallards near St. Marks Light on Nov. 11 
was a good increase over the norm (Zerbes, Ben and 
Sylvia Berkowitz). Fred Wysor handled 2 European 
Widgeons shot by hunters in Hillsborough Bay, Nov. 
13. Seven Blue-winged Teal at Key West on Sept. 4 
(MH) marked the species’ earliest arrival date for 
the Lower Keys. Also record-breaking were a Red- 
head and 2 Canvas-backs at Miami, Nov. 20 (Dennis 
Paulson). Scoters, always rare, appeared early at 2 
localities this year: an imm. ¢ Surf which may have 
summered at Cocoa,, Aug. 17 to Sept. 3 (J. A. 
O'Neil) and a 2 White-wing at Homasassa Springs, 
Oct. 13 and 14 (Mrs. Brewer). A Ruddy Duck sum- 
mered at Canaveral, remaining until Sept. 30 
(WFW), and one on Lake Okeechobee, Sept. 17 
(LAS), may be in the same category. Early arrivals 
were noted at St. Marks Light, Oct. 22 (Zerbes, 
ef al.). 

Kites, Hawks, and Falcons —Five late Swallow- 
tailed Kites were seen near Clewiston, Sept. 3 (Sylvia 
Earle and Mary Ann Joyner). Two Sharp-shinned 
Hawks at Key West, Sept. 24 (MH), are the earliest 
known for the Lower Keys. A late Broad-winged 
Hawk passed Alligator Point on Oct. 17 (HLS). 
The great flights of hawks at Key West brought 50 
Swainson’s on the unprecedented early date of Oct. 
22, 11 late Short-tails on Oct. 31, and 2 more on 
Nov. 2 (MH). Still earlier, however, were 2 Swain- 
son’s seen near Perrine, Oct. 15 (LAS). A Marsh 
Hawk on Key Largo, Aug. 23, was early (HMS, 
MAJ, BB & SB). Hundreds of Ospreys migrated 
over Tavernier on Sept. 11 and 12 (Robert P. 
Allen). Early Pigeon Hawks were reported on Bahia 
Honda Key, Sept. 14 (Kenneth C. Parkes); Key 
West, Sept. 21 (MH); and at Rockledge, Sept. 22 
(ADC). 
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Cranes, Limpkins, and Gallinules—Charles p 
Preston made the high count of 94 Sandhill Cranes 
near Fruitville, Nov. 27. Limpkins made inexplicable 
appearances on Bahia Honda and Big Pine Keys, Sept 
3 and 13 (JCW). The Purple Gallinule, rare at Key 
West, appeared there on Sept. 7 (FH), and 2 late 
individuals were listed near St. Marks Light, Oct 
22 (Zerbes, et al.). 

Shorebirds—Two Wilson's Plovers near Panacea 
on Nov. 5 were apparently wintering (HMS, et al.). 
The Killdeer made early appearances on the Keys— 
Oct. 22 at Key West (FH & Christine Bonney), and 
Oct. 23 at Marathon (CB). The only report of Am, 
Golden Plovers was of 5 near Cocoa, Nov. 16 and 
17 (WFW, et al.). Records of Upland Sandpipers 
continue to increase in South Florida. One was 
flushed near Clewiston, Aug. 22 (HMS); about 39 
were found nearby on Sept. 4 (Mr. and Mrs. Ben J, 
Kincaid) ; and singles were noted near Cutler, Sept. 
2 to 10 (DP). Wintering Spotted Sandpipers were 
found near Panacea, Nov. 5 and 17 (HMS, et al.). 
The rare Baird’s Sandpiper was identified near Per. 
rine, 2 on Sept. 24 (LAS & ESD) and 4 on Oct. 16 
(LAS & Kincaids). A Pectoral-Sandpiper at Miami, 
Nov. 20 (DP), proves the latest for South Florida. 
A Red Knot at Key West, Aug. 18 and 19 (MH), 
may represent the first fall record for the Lower 
Keys. The fourth Leon County record of the Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper was obtained when 3 were 
seen (2 collected) at Lake Jackson, Sept. 1 (HMS & 
MAJ). Hudsonian Godwits, very rare in Florida, 
were carefully identified at Lake Worth on a number 
of dates from Aug. 22 to Sept. 11 (Dorothy Brad- 
ley, et al.). A Sanderling at Lake Jackson, Oct. 16, 
was only the second record for Leon County (HMS 
& MAJ). An Am. Avocet on Long Key, Sept. 6 
(JCW), is the earliest record known for South 
Florida; one was watched by 9 observers near St. 
Marks Light, where it is rare, Nov. 12. 

Jaegers, Gulls, and Terns.—Parasitic Jaegers were 
reported from the Banana River, Sept. 30 (WFW), 
and 10 to 20 miles off Port Canaveral, Oct. 11 (ADC, 
WEW, et al.). The inland occurrence of Laughing 
Gulls near Tallahassee was mentioned in the last 
report; 3 more were seen at Lake Jackson on Sept. 4 
(BB & SB). The earliest arrival date for Bonaparte’s 
Gull in South Florida was established at Goulds, Oct. 
15 (LAS & ESD). Late records of the Least Tern 
were of 40 at Key West, Sept. 15 (MH), and one 
at Lake Worth, Oct. 10 (DB, et al.). There were 2 
records of Cabot’s Tern on the Atlantic Coast: 12 at 
Biscayne Bay, Aug. 28 (Joel Abramson), and 4 at 
Cocoa Beach, Nov. 30 (WFW ). Early Caspian Terns 
arrived at Key West on Sept. 8 (MH). There was a 
fine flight of Black Terns in the Peninsula and Keys. 
A “heavy movement” passed Rockledge, Sept. 18 to 
25 (ADC); good numbers were reported around 
Miami in August and September; there were about 
100 at Lake Okeechobee on Sept. 20 (KCP) and 
1000 at Key West, Aug. 29 (MH). 

Pigeons, Cuckoos, and  Anis—White-crowned 
Pigeons remained at Key West until Oct. 22 (MH). 
The rare Black-billed Cuckoo was found on the Dry 
Tortugas, 2 on Sept. 9 (DeWeeses), and Merritt 





Island, Sept. 16 (WFW). Exceptionally late Yellow- 
billed Cuckoos were seen near Lake Jackson, Nov. 
4 (MW), and at Key West, Nov. 11 (Donald 
Heinly). An extralimital record of the Smooth-billed 
Ani was made when one was collected on Merritt 
Island on Sept. 8 (KCP). 

Goatiuckers, Woodpeckers, and Flycatchers——An 
early Whip-poor-will was singing in northern Leon 
County, Sept. 6 (H. L. Stoddard, Jr.), and one 


was found at Miami on Oct. 2 (LAS). Common ' 


Nighthawks remained until Oct. 1 at Key West 
(MH), Nov. 9 at Miami (LAS), and Nov. 14 at 
Marathon (CB); about 1000 migrated over Big Pine 
Key on Sept. 6 (JCW). Single Red-bellied Wood- 
peckers visited Key West on Sept. 10 and 24 (MH). 
There was a “heavy movement” of Eastern Kingbirds 
at Rockledge, Sept. 10 to 28 (ADC), and 150 were 
estimated at Key West, Sept. 9 (MH). Stragglers 
were noted at Melbourne, Oct. 17 (ADC), St. 
Marks Light, Oct. 22 (Zerbes, et al.), and Sugarloaf 
Key, Nov. 15 (MH). There were a number of scat- 
tered records of the Western Kingbird, with one 
collected on Alligator Point, Nov. 17, marking the 
latest record for the Tallahassee Division (HMS). 
William D. Reese found a very late Crested Fly- 
catcher near the Wakulla River on Oct. 22. An early 
Eastern Phoebe was sighted at Lake Jackson, Oct. 1, 
and a late Eastern Wood Pewee near the Fenholloway 
River, Oct 27 (HMS). An early Vermilion Flycatcher 
appeared on Alligator Point, Oct. 4 (HLS & Leon 
Neel), but one collected near Princeton, Nov. 25 
(DP), is the second of record for South Florida. 

Swallows.—Observers around Lake Okeechobee, 
Miami, and on the Keys found the migration of 
Barn Swallows unusually heavy this year. The rare 
Cliff Swallow was listed on the late dates of Oct. 8 
at East Point (HMS), Oct. 12 at Key West (MH), 
and Oct. 30 near Goulds (DP). Purple Martins, 
unusually scarce in the Tallahassee Region this fall, 
were found in numbers on the Lower Keys—325 at 
Key West, Sept. 8 (MH), and 250 on the Dry Tor- 
tugas, Sept. 9 (DeWeeses). 

Creepers, Wrens, and Mimic Thrushes.—An early 
Brown Creeper turned up in Wakulla County on 
Oct. 22 (BB & SB). Also early were Short-billed 
Marsh Wrens near Panacea, Oct. 8 (HMS, et al.); 
a House Wren at Key West, Oct. 28 (FH); and 
Long-billed Marsh Wrens near Goulds, Oct. 30 
(DP). A Catbird at Key West, Oct. 14 (MH), was 
the earliest of record for the Lower Keys. 

Thrushes—The pair of Am. Robins which sum- 
mered at Miami was last seen by Mrs. R. L. Thomp- 
son on Oct. 2, but no evidence of nesting was ever 
adduced (fide LAS). An early Wood Thrush ap- 
peared on Alligator Point, Sept. 19 (HLS) ; its occur- 
rence was noteworthy at Rockledge, Oct. 5 (ADC: 
“first local record’), and Key West, Oct. 15 to 19, 
the first fall records (MH). Also rare at the last 
place are the Olive-backed Thrush, seen Oct. 1, and 
the Gray-cheeked Thrush, seen Oct. 12 (MH). An 
abnormally late Olive-back was studied at close 
range near St. Marks Light on Nov. 20 (Zerbes, 
BB & SB). Two Veeries on the Dry Tortugas, Sept. 
9 (DeWeeses), are thought to constitute the first 


fall record for the Lower Keys. The Eastern Bluebird 
made an unprecedented penetration into the Upper 
Keys when one was seen at Marathon, Nov. 19 (CB). 
The outstanding record of the period, perhaps, was 
the collection of a Wheatear 14 miles southwest of 
Immokalee, on Nov. 2 (Henry P. Bennett & Alex- 
ander Sprunt IV), in that it removed the species 
from Florida's hypothetical list. It had been dis- 
covered the preceding day. 

Pipits, Waxwings, Starlings, and Vireos—Water 
Pipits established a new arrival date for the Florida 
Region when 30 appeared at Lake Jackson, Oct. 16 
(HMS & MAJ). Mrs. Hundley carefully described a 
prematurely migrating Cedar Waxwing at Key West 
on Sept. 9, six weeks early for the state. A flock of 
14 at Rockledge, Oct. 19, was more normally early 
(ADC). Common Starlings, still irregular on the 
Keys, arrived at Key West on Nov. 2 (MH) and at 
Marathon, Nov. 19 (CB). Late Yellow-throated 
Vireos were found at Key West, Oct. 19 (MH & 
FH), and in northern Leon County, Nov. 6 (Zerbes, 
BB, & SB), the latter being the latest for all of 
northwestern Florida. The Solitary Vireo broke or 
tied its record arrival date in 3 divisions: northern 
Leon County, Oct. 9 (HLS); Merritt Isiand, Oct. 
16 (WEFW); and Miami, Oct. 27 (ESD). The first 
of these is the earliest Florida record. The Black- 
whiskered Vireo was late at Miami, Oct. 5 (ESD); 
and the Red-eyed at Key West, Oct. 19 (MH), and 
Marathon, Oct. 21 (CB). At the latter place the rare 
Philadelphia Vireo was discovered on Oct. 24 
(CB), only the third fall record for the Florida 
Region. 

Warblers—Late records were obtained for the 
Black and White at Key West, Oct. 22 (MH); the 
Prothonotary at Alligator Point, Sept. 22 (HLS), 
and Key West, Oct. 12 (MH); and Swainson’s, of 
which 8 were killed at the television tower in Leon 
County on the night of Oct 8-9 (HLS). A very late 
Worm-eater was watched near St. Marks Light, Oct. 
22 (Zerbes, et al.), and 25 were counted at Key 
West, Sept. 9 (MH). The rare Golden-wing ap- 
peared both on the Dry Tortugas (DeWeeses) and at 
Key West (MH & FH) on Sept. 9, and 5 were 
killed at the TV tower north of Tallahassee, Oct. 8-9 
(HLS). The same observers found a number of Blue- 
winged Warblers at Key West and the Dry Tortugas, 
Sept. 8 and 9; one north of Tallahassee on Nov. 6 
(Zerbes, BB, & SB) set a new departure date for 
Florida by a wide margin. Early Tennessee Warblers 
were observed on Merritt Island, Sept. 22 (WFW), 
and on Key West, Sept. 24 (MH), where the popu- 
lation had built up to 100 by Oct. 19. Late indi- 
viduals remained until Nov. 6 in Leon County 
(Zerbes, BB, & SB) and Nov. 16 at Miami (DP). 
Early Orange-crowns were found in Leon County, 
Oct. 9 (HLS), and near the Econfina River, Oct. 
27 (HMS). The very rare Nashville Warbler was 
identified at 3 localities: one was shot but discarded 
as too mangled on Bahia Honda Key, Sept. 14 
(KCP); one was seen at Rockledge, Sept. 16 (ADC), 
and another at Miami, Oct. 10 (LAS & ESD). Sev- 
eral observers saw late Yellow Warblers in Wakulla 
and Franklin Counties on Oct. 22, and the last 
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Magnolias were found on Key West that day (MH). 
The latter species was also observed at Miami, where 
rare, on Oct. 10 to 30 (DP, LAS, ESD), one speci- 
men being taken. Cape May and Black-throated Blue 
Warblers, both rare in the Tallahassee Division in 
fall, were found dead in northern Leon County, Oct. 
9 (HLS). The latter species remained until Oct. 22 
at Key West (MH). Early Myrtle Warblers appeared 
off Port Canaveral, Oct. 11 (ADC, WFW, et al.), 
at Marathon, Oct. 24 (CB), and at Key West, Oct. 
30 (MH). The Black-throated Green was early at 
Rockledge, Oct. 4 (ADC); and the Blackburnian 
early at Merritt Island, Sept. 9 (WFW), and late 
at Miami, Oct. 25 (ESD). New divisional extremes 
were set by the Chestnut-side on Merritt Island, Sept. 
8 (WFW), on the Dry Tortugas, Sept. 9 (De- 
Weeses), and in Leon County, Nov. 6 (Zerbes, BB, 
& SB). One at Marathan, Oct. 24 (CB), was but 
the third fall record for the Southern Peninsula. 
There were numerous records of the Bay-breast, some 
of them unusually late: Cocoa (ADC) and Miami 
(LAS & ESD), Oct. 15; Marathon, Oct. 18 (CB); 
Key West, 2 on Oct. 18, 24 on Oct. 19, and 4 on Nov. 
11 (FH & MH); Leon County, Nov. 6 (Zerbes, BB 
& SB). Black-polls were late at Key West (where rare 
in fall?) on Nov. 11, and Palm Warblers were early 
there on Sept. 15 (MH). A late record was obtained 
for the Northern Water-thrush near the Fenholloway 
River, Oct. 27 (HMS); and the Kentucky Warbler 
and Oven-bird were late at Key West, Oct. 19 (MH). 
About 60 Oven-birds were present south of Miami 
on Sept. 10 (DP). The Connecticut Warbler, for 
which there are only 3 previous fall records, was 
seen on Merritt Island, Oct. 9 (ADC). On the same 
date in Leon County a late Yellow-breasted Chat and 
the rare Canada Warbler were found dead (HLS). 
An Am. Redstart at Key West, Nov. 20 (FH), was 
abnormally late. 

Blackbirds, Bobolinks, Orioles, and Tanagers.— 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds visited at least 4 locali- 
ties in the Region with at least 5 individuals repre- 
sented. Key West had a 2 from Aug. 30 to Sept. 
15 and a ¢ on Oct. 19 (MH); singles were also 
present at Lake Jackson, Sept. 4 (BB, SB, & HMS), 
on the Dry Tortugas, Sept. 9 (DeWeeses), and at 
Sarasota, Oct. 11 to 15 (Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence K. 
Jennings & CPP). At the peak of the Bobolink mi- 
gration (Sept. 3) 3000 were found near Perrine 
(LAS). An Orchard Oriole near Panacea, Oct. 22 
(BB & SB), was about 2 months late. The Scarlet 
Tanager, previously rare in the Lower Keys in fall, 
was recorded on Key West, Oct. 18 & 19 (FH & 
MH), and a late Summer Tanager on the latter date. 
These same 2 careful observers added another to the 
growing list of sight records of the Western Tana- 
ger in Florida at Stock Island, Sept. 24, but there is 
still no specimen for the state. 

Finches and Sparrows —A Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
was very early on the Dry Tortugas, Sept. 9 (De- 
Weeses), and late individuals were on Key West, 
Oct. 19 (MH & FH), and Alligator Point, Oct. 22 
(HMS, ef al.). A Blue Grosbeak at Marathon, Oct. 
24 (CB), may be the first ever recorded in fall in 


the Peninsula or Keys, and one at St. Marks Light, 
Nov. 11 (Zerbes, BB, SB, ef al.), is the first state 
record for that month. The only Pine Siskin reported 
to date was one which flew overhead near Panacea, 
Nov. 17 (HMS). Twelve Savannah Sparrows at Key 
West, Oct. 31 (MH), are the earliest of record there. 
and a late Grasshopper Sparrow for the Tallahassee 
Division was killed at the TV tower the night preced. 
ing Oct. 23 (LN). However, a Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
there on the morning of Oct. 9 (HLS) constitutes 
the second record for Leon County. Several Lark 
Sparrows were found in the Tallahassee Division jp 
September and October, but only 2 in other parts of 
the state: one on Merritt Island, Sept. 9 (WFW), 
and the second of record for the Lower Keys, at Key 
West, Sept. 10 (MH & FH). A Pine-woods Sparrow 
was singing in northern Leon County on the late 
date of Oct. 13 (HMS). Third and fourth Florida 
records were obtained for the Clay-colored Sparrow 
at Marathon, Oct. 24 (CB), and on Key West, Nov. 
19 (MH & FH); careful descriptions were submitted 
in both cases. A precocious Field Sparrow appeared 
on Alligator Point, Sept. 22 and 27 (HLS). White. 
crowned Sparrows were noted there on the very early 
date of Oct. 4 (HLS & LN) and again on Oct. 22 
(HSP): one at Marathon, Oct. 21 (CB), is the first 
for South Florida, although there are records in Cuba. 
A Lincoln’s Sparrow found dead in northern Leon 
County, Oct. 9 (HLS), marks the fifth record for 
the Tallahassee Division. Record-breaking arrival 
dates for the Northern Peninsula were established by 
the Swamp Sparrow, Oct. 4, and the Song Sparrow, 
Oct. 9, both on Merritt Island (ADC)—HENry M. 
STEVENSON, Department of Zoology, Florida State 
University, Tallahassee, Fla. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—Exceptional summer 
heat continued into September in the Appalachian 
Region this year, with many days having temperatures 





of 90° or above. Fortunately, there 


were well-distributed rains, so the 
forests escaped crisis-burnings such 
as we have had in too many recent 
falls. Really killing frosts did not 
arrive in the Morgantown, W. Va 
area until about Oct. 24, nearly 
rep car three weeks later than average. 
ater | Leaves of silver maple trees, nor- 
name } IVA. )- 
culpa mally pretty well down by Oct. 1, 

Joa were still green on Oct. 20. Annual 
pees flowers such as zinnias, marigolds, 
oo 2 and phlox were in bloom on that 

date, and the high autumnal 
coloration lasted into the first week 
in November. 

Sudden cold descended in No- 
vember, and the days have been consistently cool 
or cold, with occasional morning temperatures near 
zero since that time. Heavy freezes and some snow 
have extended southward in the mountains to 
Tennessee and Georgia. The accumulated excess 
temperature for the year, which at one time exceeded 
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+090 degrees at the Pittsburgh weather station, had 
dropped to 462 degrees on Dec. 15. 

During the warm and open weather many bird 
species lingered northward beyond their usual de- 
parture dates. At Waynesboro, Va., Monroe Couper 
had the following: Oct. 10, Warbling Vireo (sing- 
ing); Oct. 2, Black and White Warbler; Oct. 13, 
Oven-bird (singing); Oct. 5, Common Yellow- 
throat (singing); Oct. 23, Tennessee Warbler; Oct. 
30, Northern Water-thrush. At Charleston, W. Va., 
C. O. Handley found Chimney Swifts on Oct. 16. 
Joshua Womeldorf saw 3 Tree Swallows near 
Lexington, Va., on Oct. 19, late there by over a 
month according to J. J. Murray. 

At Elizabethton, Tenn., Lee R. Herndon reported 
as follows: Oct. 22, Green Heron; Oct. 22, Spotted 
Sandpiper; Nov. 9, Least Sandpiper; Nov. 26, 
Gray-cheeked Thrush; Nov. 19, Blue-headed Vireo; 
Oct. 18, Blackburnian Warbler. J. C. Howell found 
Nashville Warblers at Knoxville, Tenn., on Oct. 23. 

Merrill Wood noted an adult Baltimore Oriole 
at University Park, Pa., on Nov. 20-21, and at the 
same place, E. R. Bordner caught and banded a 
Cape May Warbler on Nov. 22. At Jackson’s Mill, 
W. Va., G. H. Breiding found a Parula Warbler on 
Nov. 18. A Palm Warbler was noted by Dr. Earl 
McCue at Buckhannon, W. Va., on Dec. 10. This 
latter bird was seen when the temperature was 
26°, with 4 inches of snow on the ground. 

Hawk watching along the Appalachian ridges 
has become a major activity for bird students in 
the Region. Mountain crests are being manned 
regularly from Pennsylvania to Tennessee each fall, 
and the season of observation is being extended. 
In the aggregate, some hundreds of man-days are 
now being spent in this exciting occupation. As 
a by-product, we are still amassing a rich harvest 
of data on diurnal mountain-top migration of many 
other birds. 

This year's observations found wood warblers 
in good numbers passing along the crests from Sept. 
10 to Oct. 1. On Sept. 17, Magnolias predominated, 
while on Sept. 24, Black-throated Greens and Cape 
Mays were most abundant. Several observers saw 
good flights of Blue Jays and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, 
and George Hall again saw a flight of Red-headed 
Woodpeckers. 

The possibilities of these mountain-top observa- 
tions as offering predictions of things to come is 
shown by Vincent McLaughlin’s findings at Hawk 
Mountain, Pa. on Nov. 20. Evening Grosbeaks 
were flying through in good numbers, and since 
that time they have shown up in mountain locations 
southward. 

This is another Evening Grosbeak year. Sample 
records to date include the following: Oct. 29, 1 
at Mercer, Pa. (Robert Gordon); Oct. 31, in 
numbers in Center County, Pa. (one banded by 
Merrill Wood on Jan. 23, 1955 was recaptured 
in the same trap on Nov. 13); Nov. 11, flock 
of 20 at Warren, Pa. (H. E. Johnson); Nov 26, 
flock at Athens, Ohio (H. C. Seibert); Nov. 24, 
1 near Wheeling, W. Va. (GHB); Nov. 7, 6 


at McClintic Game Refuge, Mason Co., W. Va. 
(C. C. Norris); Nov. 25, “dozens feeding on aspen 
and cherry buds in mountains of Pocahontas Co., 
W. Va., apparently as abundant and widespread 
as last year’’ (Wayne Bailey); Nov. 9, flock at 
Blacksburg, Va. (Edwin Willis). 

To this writer at least, the most fascinating piece 
of bird information of the fall is that Snow Bunt- 
ings are back on the grass “balds’ near Roan 
Mountain, Tenn. Fred W. Behrend, who did such 
an outstanding job studying them last year, found 
a single bird on Round Bald, elevation 5750 ft., 
on Dec. 10. 

When Alexander Wetmore began finding Snow 
Buntings in late fall at Big Meadows, along the 
Skyline Drive in Virginia, it indicated that a small 
population of these birds might regularly follow 
the Appalachian ridges southward. It continues to 
amaze me that, after passing for hundreds of miles 
over wooded country, these arctic birds find grass 
“balds” in the Southern Highlands. These tundra- 
like openings are infinitesimal as compared with 
the heavy woodlands surrounding them. We may 
here have a migration pattern which was established 
during Pleistocene glaciation. 

Loons through Herons.—Almost every observer 
commented on the scarcity of Common Loons during 
the fall. This was true even in the presence of 
large flocks of other water birds. One Red-throated 
Loon was on Cheat Lake, W. Va., on Nov. 21 
(MB). The only Red-necked Grebe reported was 
at Evans Lake, Ohio, on Nov. 27 (VM). Horned 
Grebes had a fine flight, and remained until the 
lakes froze over. McLaughlin noted one flock of 
400 in eastern Ohio. Pied-billed Grebes continued 
to appear in flocks, E. C. Dressel having seen 53 
in northeastern Ohio on Oct. 11, and George Hall 
having found 50 at Cheat Lake, W. Va, on 
Nov. 20. 

Double-crested Cormorants were noted at Meander 
Lake, Ohio, Oct. 7-16; at Waynesboro, Va., on 
Nov. 6 (MC); and near Chattanooga, Tenn., in 
late October (Mrs. E. M. West). The only ‘“‘white”’ 
herons noted were Am. Egrets, and these few came 
late and departed early. It has been several years since 
the Appalachiza Region had a good “white” heron 
flight. 

W’aterfowl—The major Whistling Swan flight 
reached northeastern Ohio on Oct. 31 (VM). A 
single individual was on Lake-of-the-Woods, Preston 
Co., W. Va., during the first week of November. 
Canadas were the only geese reported, but they 
were in good flocks and widely distributed. At 
Athens, Ohio, on Oct. 21, Seibert saw several 
flocks of Canadas which he estimated to aggregate 
500 birds. All were flying due north. 

Dabbling ducks were in good numbers in Ohio 
and West Virginia. Appel banded large numbers, 
mostly Mallards and Blacks, at the McClintic Refuge, 
Point Pleasant, W. Va. The flock built up to about 
1500 birds there. Northeastern Ohio observers found 
diving ducks, particularly Redheads and Canvas-backs, 
very scarce. Observers at Cheat Lake saw several 
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groups of 50-100 Redheads on Nov. 20, and 
during the week following. On Nov. 20 Cheat 
Lake had at least 3000 ducks, most of them Ruddies, 
with a good lot of Buffle-heads and about 50 
Old-squaws. Scaups have been scarce all during 
the season. Wood found a White-winged Scoter 
at Black Moshannon Lake, Pa., on Oct. 16. 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles, Falcons—A Black Vul- 
ture was seen by McLaughlin and H. A. Johnson 
about 20 miles north of Youngstown, Ohio, on 
Sept. 14. Hawk flights during late September had 
good numbers of Cooper's and Sharp-shinned Hawks, 
more than we usually see at that time. In fact, 
the flights through Maryland and West Virginia 
notable this year more for the numbers of 
species seen than for the total numbers of birds 
counted. Larry Schwab, Charles and Henry Thomas, 
Bill Berthy, Fred C. Brooks, and the writer saw 
eight species on Sept. 18, and nine on Sept. 25 at 
Rothrock Tower, Garrett Co., Md. Big flight days 
at Hawk Mountain were Sept. 17 (2940 counted), 
and Sept. 19 (1985 counted). Both George Hall's 
and the writer's parties found more Red-shouldered 
Hawks than we usually see in September. 

Each day we were on the ridges we saw four 
or more Ospreys. Most notably, on Sept. 25, at 
Rothrock Tower, we saw 


were 


four Peregrines, all 


flying very close to the tower. Pigeon Hawks were 
scarce, and we saw only one Sparrow Hawk. Hall's 
group saw 
Sept. 25. 
Grouse, Quail, Turkeys.—Wildlife biologists in 
this Region who have been watching for a predicted 


single Bald Eagles on Sept. 18 and 


“crash” in the numbers of Ruffed Grouse are still 
watching; while grouse seem relatively scarce in 
some areas they are relatively abundant in others. 
Handley knows of five instances during the ‘crazy 
month” when grouse flew through 
downtown Charleston, W. Va. Bob-whites have 
reached about as high a peak of abundance as I 
have ever seen them in West Virginia. In a former 
spruce area on Black Mountain, Pocahontas Co., 
W. Va. (El. 4000 ft.), J. J. Roy saw 18 Bob-whiies 
on Oct. 5. ; 

Concerning wild Turkeys in West Virginia, after 
apparent serious injuries from last winter's heavy 
snows, the population has had something in the 
nature of an eruption. Practically every observer 
during late summer and fall reported greater num- 
bers than had been seen before. The incomplete 
reported legal kill in the state was 895 birds, 
much higher than in recent previous years. The 
Conservation Commission's specialist on the Turkey, 
Wayne Bailey, says, “Turkey abundance in oak- 
hickory territory in eastern Pocahontas and eastern 
Greenbrier Cos. (W. Va.) is apparently beyond 
anything seen in recent decades.” 

Shorebirds, Gulls —A flock of 25 Am. Golden 
Plovers built up in the State College, Pa., area, 
Sept. 26-Oct. 9, the third successive fall during 
which these birds have appeared in a mountain 
valley (W. S. Clarke, Jr.). A birding group at 
the Pymatuning Reservoir (northwestern Pa.) found 


windows in 


11 species of plovers and _ sandpipers, including 
Sanderlings and late dowitchers, on Sept. 18 (Mr 
& Mrs. J. G. Stull). The northeastern Ohio observers 
found few shorebirds after Sept. 1. Small numbers 
of Ring-billed and Bonaparte’s Gulls appeared inland, 
but no terns were reported. 

Cuckoos through  Woodpeckers.—Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos stayed northward until November. A Black. 
billed Cuckoo, a local rarity in fall, was found 
near Knoxville, Tenn., on Sept. 11 (JCH). Mrs. 
Bordner reported a Short-eared Owl at University 
Park, Pa., on Oct. 29. The same area had a ver 
heavy flight of Common Nighthawks on the evening 
of Aug. 29 (WSC). Yellow-bellied 
moved southward unusually early, one 
in Knoxville, Tenn., on Sept. 25 (JCH). 


Sapsuckers 
appearing 


Flycatchers, Wrens, T hrushes. —There were more 
than usual reports of Olive-sided Flycatchers during 
the fall. H. E. Johnson found 2 near Warren, Pa. 
on Sept. 4. Others were noted in the mountains 
southward. Ha!l noted that Carolina Wrens, some- 
what reduced during recent years, have again built 
back to normal numbers in the Morgantown area. 
Bewick’s Wrens were scarce or missing throughout 
the season. There were many reports of Gray- 
cheeked Thrushes, some of them being present in 
late October. 

Pipits, Warblers—There was a heavy flight of 
Water Pipits in late October and early November. 
Observers in northeastern Ohio, the State College, 
Pa., area, and around Morgantown saw them, 
sometimes by the hundreds. Prothonotary Warblers 
spent the summer near Waterford, Pa., and are 
presumably nestirg more frequently in mountain 
areas during recent years. The warbler flight this 
fall was good to heavy, with few pronounced 
waves, but a regular procession of migrants that 
made birding generally rewarding. Since the trees 
retained foliage later than usual, many warbler 
lingered to feed on aphids and other insects. The 
flight of Tennessees was particularly heavy, but 
Orange-crowns, reported by many observers last fall, 
were missed during this season. Such local rarities 
as Northern Water-thrushes and Mourning Warblers 
were found at Knoxville, Tenn. 

Blackbirds, Sparrows —A Red-wing which J. J. 
Murray picked up near Lexington, Va., was identi- 
fied by Dr. Wetmore as the Giant Red-wing 
(Agelaius phoeniceus arctolegus), (first record of 
this race for the state, but details to be published 
elsewhere). Three Brown-headed Cowbirds were 
present near Morgantown on Dec. 4. Pine Siskins 
are widespread and locally abundant this fall. A 
Savannah Sparrow near Morgantown on Dec. 4 
was very late (MB). Sharp-tailed Sparrows were 
reported from Center County, Pa., on Oct. 5 and 
7 (MW), and at Blacksburg, Va., on Oct. 22 
(EW). Willis identified a Clay-colored Sparrow 
on the Virginia Polytechnic Institute campus, Blacks- 
burg, on Oct. 8, but was unable to collect it. This 
is a new species for the Virginia hypothetical list. 
Dr. H. B. Curry saw a Lapland Longspur at State 
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College on Oct. 30.—Maurice Brooks, Division of 
Forestry. West Virginia Univer., Morgantown, W.Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION.—The fall 
weather is best summarized by the word “extremes.” 
Looking at the reports of the Minneapolis Weather 
Bureau, 
they read like 
this, “Fourth 
warmest Au- 
gust since 
1891"; “eighth 
driest Sep- 
tember since 
1890” ;‘‘month- 
ly snowfall of 
2.5 inches was 
the most October monthly snowfall observed since 
October 1925 when 3.3 inches fell . .. A'! time maxi- 
mum temperature for the 26th broken . . .”’; “No- 
vember mean temperature tied 1951 for third coldest 
November since 1891.” 

The high temperatures during early fall and 
lack of precipitation dried up many small lakes 
or turned small ponds into mud flats. In Minneapolis 
local lakes were one to two feet below normal 
levels. Snow arrived early throughout the area. 

Loons through Herons and Allies —Red-throated 
Loons were observed in Ozaukee County, Wis., 
14 on Oct. 15, 25 on Nov. 5 and 8 on Nov. 26 
(Tom Soulen). A Western Grebe was observed as 
far east as Ozaukee County, Wis, on Nov. 26 
(Tom Soulen). There were few reports of Am. 
Egrets from eastern Minnesota (western Minnesota 
is in the prairie area which is not included in this 
report). In Wisconsin the influx of white herons 
was “short on quantity but long on quality,”’ because 
Snowy Egrets were included. A single bird was 
reported at Horicon Marsh on Sept. 9 (Stanley 
Wells) and numerous observers thereafter found 
as many as three birds on the marsh. A single bird 
was last seen on Sept. 24 (Dick Wells, et al.). 
Am. and Snowy Egrets were also observed in 
Michigan. They appeared during the first week 
of September in the Kalamazoo, Mich., area (Mrs. 
Gladys Hall). A Snowy Egret was first observed 
in a gravel pit pond in Washtenaw County, Mich., 
on Aug. 18 (L. C. Binford) and was later observed 
by others (R. E. Mumford, D. A. Zimmerman and 
R. L. Zusi). 

Waterfowl—No Whistling Swans were noted 
at Seney National Wildlife Refuge, Schoolcraft Co., 
Mich. (C. J. Henry). In contrast, Whistling Swans 
appeared in greater numbers than in former. years 
in the Kalamazoo, Mich., area. On Nov. 4, 370 were 
seen at Gull Lake, Kalamazoo Co., Mich., and 
flocks of 30 to 60 birds were noted for two weeks 
thereafter. Twenty Whistling Swans were seen at 
Cedar Grove, Wis., Nov. 5 (Soulen). In Wisconsin 
the first record of migrating (Lesser) Snow Geese 
was from Iowa County, on Oct. 9 (N. R. Barger 
and Al Eynon), and the first record of migrating 
Blue Geese was from Adams County, on Oct. 11 
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(Sam Robbins). The last of the (Lesser) Snow 
Geese was seen on Nov. 1 (Ed Paulson) and Blue 
Geese on Oct. 22 (Sam Robbins). The Snow and 
Blue Geese dribbled through Seney Refuge from 
Oct. 7 to Nov. 7, but there were no big waves. 
The first report was of 4 Snows on Oct. 2 (Henry). 
“Richardson's” ‘Canada Geese were again feeding 
at Seney Refuge headquarters between Oct. 11 and 
Nov. 3. The maximum number was 14 birds (Henry). 
Canvas-backs appeared at Seney Refuge in greater 
numbers than in six previous years (Henry). At 
Kalamazoo, Mich., most ponds had dried and 
the duck migration was disappointing (Hall). 
All three species of scoters were reported from 
Wisconsin. The White-winged Scoter was reported 
from Brown County, on Oct. 12 (Ed Paulson), 
Ozaukee County, Oct. 15-16 (Dick Wills, et al.); 
2 were first seen, Oct. 17, on Lake Mendota, Dane 
Co. (Bill Foster), and thereafter as many as 5 
birds were seen, two were still present at the end 
of November. There were 2 reports of Surf Scoters 
from Wisconsin. Two birds were seen in Lake 
Michigan off Ozaukee County, Wis., on Oct. 18 
(Miss Mary Donald) and one bird was seen in 
the lake off Brown County, Wis., on Nov. 5 (Ed 
Paulson). On Oct. 17 four Am. Scoters were seen 
in Lake Michigan off Sheboygan County, Wis. 
(Dave Berger) and one off Ozaukee County, Wis. 
(Mary Donald). In Minnesota the White-winged 
and Surf Scoters were recorded. White-winged 
Scoters were observed at Hastings, Dakota Co., 
on Oct. 17 and near Stillwater, Washington Co., 
on Nov. 21 (Kenneth Erickson). The Surf Scoter 
was seen at Hastings, Dakota Co., on Oct. 17 (KE). 
Hawks —The hawk migration at Cedar Grove, 
Wis., was very disappointing. October was the best 
month. The most abundant species was the Sharp- 
shinned Hawk, of which 1220 were seen on October 
13. Only 4 Broad-winged Hawks were seen during 
the fall migration at Cedar Grove. Golden Eagles were 
observed for the first time during this fall's hawk mi- 
gration at Cedar Grove (Daniel Berger, ef al.). In 
Minnesota a total of 7662 hawks (3567 Sharp-shins), 
were seen at the Duluth Hawk Count between Sept. 10 
and Nov. 6. The greatest number of Sharp-shins, 
1142, were seen on Oct. 6. A total of 1678 Broad- 
winged Hawks was seen during the same period. 
A Golden Eagle was also recorded at the Duluth, 
Minn., station (J. K. Bronoel, P. B. Hofslund, 
et al.). A Golden Eagle was reported from Blaney 
Park, Schoolcraft Co., Mich., on Nov. 8 (Christoffer- 
son). In Michigan the hawk migration count was 
again sponsored by the Detroit Bird Survey Com- 
mittee under the direction of R. D. Merriam. The 
flight of Broad-winged Hawks took place, as usual, 
across the Detroit River from Amherstburg, Ontario, 
to the mainland near Trenton, Mich. The main 
flight took place between Sept. 11 and Sept. 24, 
with the largest count (12,000 individuals) being 
made on Sept. 16 and 17. And, this is interesting, 
observers recorded a total of nearly 15,000 Broad- 
winged Hawks! An immature Goshawk was observed 
at Grosse Ile, Mich., on Nov. 21 (E. N. Stanton). 
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Shorebirds —Three dowitchers were seen near 
Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich., on Aug. 26 (D. A. 
and M. A. Zimmerman). A Stilt Sandpiper observed 
on July 30 is the first record of this species for 
Lapeer Co., Mich. (Zimmerman). Near Kalamazoo, 
Mich., a small flock of Am. Golden Plover was 
first observed on Sept. 10 (Hall). In Wisconsin 
Am. Golden Plovers were first observed on Sept. 
3 in Adams County (N. R. Barger). Two inde- 
pendent observations of the Am. Avocet in 
Wisconsin are certainly unusual. One was observed 
in Dane County, on Sept. 4 (Mrs. William David- 
son), and 18 days later (Sept. 22) an Am. Avocet 
was observed along the northern shore of, Lake 
Winnebago (Mrs. Dale Vewter). An Upland Plover 
seen in Chippewa County, Wis., on Aug. 5 is the 
second sight record for that county in recent years 
(C. A. Kemper). Stilt Sandpipers seen on Aug. 
7, Aug. 12 and Aug. 24 are the first recorded for 
Chippewa Co., Wis. (Kemper). 

Parasitic Jaeger—One was seen along Lake 
Michigan in Ozaukee County on Oct. 16 (Miss 
Mary Donald). 

Owls.—There were only two reports of Snowy 
Owls, both from Chippewa County, Wis., one 
seen on Nov. 6 and one on Nov. 20 (Kemper). 

Nighthawks.—Unusual numbers of migrating 
Common Nighthawks were reported from the Detroit 
area, between Aug. 27 and Sept. 1 (Bette Johnston 
and Douglas Middleton). 

Jays—tIn Minnesota the 


influx of Gray Jays 


(which do nest along the Canadian border) was 
spectacular. At Duluth, St. Louis Co., Minn., they 


were frequently seen and Bob Cohn counted 35 
in about a month (Hofslund). They were observed 
as far south as Isanti County, Oct. 23 (James 
Lundgren) and Anoka County, Oct. 25 (Jarosz 
and Gunderson). Three were observed at Marine- 
on-the-St. Croix, Washington Co., Minn., during 
part of October and until Nov. 22 (Marjory Edgar). 

Warblers —In Wisconsin there were only two 
observers who reported a spectacular warbler flight, 
this during the last week of August. Within that 
period Sam Robbins found 29 species of warblers, 
including four Black-throated Blues and 9 Cape 
Mays. During that period Dick Wills also reported 
a wave and his best record was a Kentucky Warbler 
seen at Madison, Wis., on Aug. 31. Robbins 
re-discovered the Brewster's Warbler on Aug. 23 
on the same site where it had appeared in, the 
spring and early summer. The fall warbler migration 
was unusually good in the Detroit, Mich., area. 
It began somewhat early (mid-August) and continued 
steadily, without apparent waves, until well into 
October. Three banding stations (Lenz, O'Reilly, 
Kelley) in the area banded approximately 550 
individuals. In 1954 the first fall Detroit Survey 
record of the Orange-crowned Warbler was estab- 
lished. This year 11 individuals were banded. It 
may be that the species was overlooked before or 
it may be an unusual migration. A wave of warblers, 
mostly Myrtles, occurred at Brighton, Livingston 
Co., Mich., between Sept. 13 and 15 (Peter Hovingh, 
Jr.). At Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich., the warbler 
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migration was the best in several years; 101 warblers 
(about half were Myrtle Warblers) of 15 species 
were banded (L. M., L. P., D. A. and M. A 
Zimmerman). An adult male Parula Warbler was 
banded on Oct. 19 at Imlay City, Lapeer Co. 
Mich. The species is very rare in that locality 
at any season (Zimmermans). In the Minneapolis, 
Minn., area the heaviest migration of warblers was 
during the latter part of September and first 
part of October (Mary Lupient). 

Gray Shrikes—For the third consecutive year 
there has been an influx of Gray Shrikes at least 
in the southeastern Michigan area. There were three 
reports from Lapeer County, the earliest, Oct. 39 
(Zimmerman); 2 records from St. Clair County 
(Jasper), and 2 from Oakland Co. (O'Reilly and 
Miller). In Wisconsin there were fewer records 
than during either of the two previous winters, 
They were observed on Oct. 14 in Jefferson County 
(Nils P. Dahlstrand), on Oct. 15 in Ozaukee 
County (Dick Wills, et al.), and on Oct. 24 and 
Nov. 2 in Adams County (Sam Robbins). In 
Minneapolis, Minn., on Nov. 29 a Gray Shrike 
was seen carrying a Purple Finch in its claws, 
after a thump was heard in the window. The 
finch may have flown against the window while 
pursued, or it may have been accidentally stunned 
and subsequently picked off the ground (W. J. 
Breckenridge). 

Grosbeaks and Finches——There were no records 
of Evening or Pine Grosbeaks in the Detroit area 
up to the time of this report. Redpolls, Pine 
Siskins and Red Crossbills were reported from the 
area (Alice H. Kelley). In the Kalamazoo, Mich., 
area 2 small flocks of Evening Grosbeaks were 
seen on Nov. 2. In Wisconsin there were more 
records of the Evening Grosbeaks than in_ the 
past several years, but not enough to indicate an 
invasion of any consequence. The earliest date 
was Oct. 12 from Sauk County (Mrs. Henry Koenig). 
There were three reports of Pine Grosbeaks from 
the northern half of Wisconsin. Six Pine Grosbeaks 
were observed in Hennepin County, Minn., on 
Nov. 24 (Breckenridge). There were only a few 
reports of Common Redpolls, Red Crossbills, and 
White-winged Crossbills from Wisconsin. White- 
winged Crossbills were observed in Hennepin County, 
Minn., on Nov. 7 (Goodiich Lowry). 

Sparrows —At Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich, 
migration was about two or three weeks early. 
A good demonstration of this was banding records 
for the White-throated Sparrow. This year they 
were first banded on Sept. 7; 1954, Sept. 26; 
1953, Sept. 24. In Addison Twp., Oakland Co., 
Mich., Mrs. Miller banded 2 White-throated Spar- 
rows on Sept. 12 which was 11 days earlier than 
her previous early banding date in 1947. In Wiscon- 
sin fall reports of Lincoln’s Sparrows are becoming 
more numerous, probably because of closer attention 
to likely habitats. The earliest fall date was Sept. 
11, Dane County (Dick Wills) and the latest was 
Oct. 20, Iowa County (Robbins). —-Harvey L. 
GUNDERSON, Minnesota Museum of Natural History, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 











MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION.—A fine 
series of reports has produced a remarkably clear 
and consistent picture of the autumn migration 


in the Midwest. 
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will therefore be 
divided into two 
Vsomten\ x parts, in an ef- 
\) OHIO ; 
- fort to make the 
most of the ma- 
terial supplied 
by correspond- 
ents: The first 
part will trace 
the broad out- 
lines of the migration, with emphasis on the major 
waves and their most noticeable components; the 
second, in the customary phylogenetic order, will 
treat items of particular note. 

Well-spaced cold fronts (3 in late August, 6 
in September, 5 or 6 in October, 8 in November) 
were responsible for a good season for observers. 
Especially in September and October the south- 
eastward passage of a cool air mass, with the 
northerly winds that follow the advancing front 
of the mass, creates favorable conditions for migra- 
tion in the Region and often results in a wave 
of birds; November migrants may be influenced 
more strongly by other factors, e.g., by temperature 
and its effect on feeding and resting areas. 

Shorebirds as usual were the earliest arrivals, 
appearing in July at about the time such summer 
residents as Eastern Kingbirds and Yellow Warblers 
began to move out. The first movement of small 
land birds from the north was detected near 
Chicago on Aug. 16-17; Am. Redstarts were numer- 
ous, with a few Black and White, Blackburnian, 
Chestnut-sided, and Canada Warblers. Swallow 
migration became evident at the same time, as did 
that of Common Nighthawks. Olive-backed Thrushes 
joined the warblers arriving after a cold front on 
Aug. 22-23. At Magee Marsh in Ottawa and Lucas 
Cos., Ohio, Laurel Van Camp found the first Am. 
Widgeon, Pintail, and Blue-winged Teal. To these 
early ducks were added Pied-billed Grebes in a 
widespread flight in the last 2 days of August. 
Many places experienced good warbler waves. 
Another cold front period between Sept. 4 and 6 
brought flycatchers, warblers, and the first of the 
fall’s large and very early junco influx (Sept. 5, 
Lake Forest, Ill., Marion Clow). Small flycatchers, 
Olive-backed and Gray-cheeked Thrushes, warblers 
(with Tennessee, Black-throated Green, Bay-breasted, 
and the Yellowthroat beginning to increase) _were 
the major elements of a big wave from Sept. 9 
to 12; Ruby-crowned Kinglets and White-throated 
Sparrows appeared near Chicago. A front on the 
20th brought, beside warblers and many White- 
throated Sparrows, such birds as Red-headed Wood- 
peckers, sapsuckers, the earliest Brown Creepers, 
Hermit Thrushes, and Golden-crowned Kinglets; 
Ohio had its first juncos, and on Sept. 22 Canada 
Geese moved into northern Indiana. Bay-breasted 
Warblers predominated in a movement following 
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Sept. 25; the earliest Myrtle Warblers arrived, and 
Am. Coot appeared in numbers. 

Three waves were important in October. Hermit 
Thrushes, Myrtle and Bay-breasted Warblers, and 
White-throated Sparrows were the most abundant 
species between the 10th and 12th; within a day 
or two of these dates Chimney Swifts disappeared. 
October 21 and 22 were marked by a great water- 
fowl flight, especially of geese; an invasion of 
many creepers, Golden-crowned Kinglets, Myrtle 
Warblers, Red-wings, juncos; and the arrival of 
a few Am. Tree Sparrows. Rain and snow between 
Oct. 31 and Nov. 3 with moderately high winds 
on the 2nd produced a major build-up of Mallards 
and Blacks and, a day or two later, the season's 
largest flight of geese in northeast Ohio; Common 
Loons also appeared. At this time, many Am. 
Coot departed, as did 650 of the Jasper-Pulaski 
(Ind.) Preserve’s 800 Sandhill Cranes. 

With a severe cold front moving slowly through 
Wisconsin and northern Illinois on Nov. 11-13, 
3000 Horned Grebes were seen on lower Lake 
Michigan (Karl Bartel); “hundreds” of Tufted 
Titmice (supposedly a permanent resident in the 
eastern U.S.) were noted at Quincy, Ill. (T. E. 
Musselman); many flocks of Am. Robins moved 
south, as did huge numbers of Common Starlings 
and icterids (hundreds of thousands passing over 
St. Louis all day on the 12th, J. Earl Comfort). 
There was a large influx of Am. Tree Sparrows 
after a cold front and snowfall on Nov. 19; and 
an unusually wintry November concluded with a 
great flight of Mallards and Blacks, following a 
blizzard on the 27th and 28th which lowered 
temperatures to nearly zero. 

Divers.—While Horned Grebes are common along 
Lake Michigan in flocks of 25 or so, their actual 
migrations are rarely seen. Raymond Grow observed 
his first on Nov. 6, when 10 groups totaling 69 
birds flew west along the Gary, Ind. shore, moving 
about 2 feet above the water. Earlier, about Oct. 
17, a 10-mile oil slick of unknown origin appeared 
on the lake between Gary and Michigan City and 
drifted northward past Chicago during the next 
2 weeks. Of the hundreds of birds disabled and 
picked up in Indiana, 95 per cent were Horned 
Grebes; a surprising total of 5 Red-necked Grebes 
was found, and a Western Grebe was the state’s 
first collected specimen (Grow, Russell Mumford). 
(Does the fact that some 85 per cent of the 
oil-soaked birds found off Chicago were Lesser 
Scaup, as reported by Laurence Binford, reflect 
a difference in distribution of water birds on lower 
Lake Michigan? There are other obvious explana- 
tions, but the point seems worth suggesting.) 
Other Western Grebes, in the last few years 
increasingly reported from the Region, were 1 at 
Swan Lake, Calhoun Co., Ill. on Oct. 30 (Dick 
Anderson, fide Comfort) and another offshore from 
Tremont, Ind. on Nov. 13 (Bartel and many 
others). Eared Grebes were seen on Lake Decatur, 
lil. (2, Aug. 7, Richard Sandburg) and in St. 
Charles County, Mo. (1, Oct. 9, Anderson, fide 
Comfort). 
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Ge eje. 
and ducks 
Sev eral 


Everywhere the numbers of both 
were larger than they have been for 
years. While Canada Geese arrived at 
Crab Orchard Refuge, Ill. on Sept. 1 and slowly 
built up to 60,000 (Lee 
birds did not appear until Sept. 22. The major 
movement, except in northeast Ohio, occurred be- 
tween Oct. 22 and 26, with continued flights into 
November. Raymond Hill reported the big migration 
in the Cleveland area as taking place on Nov. 5, 
in remarkable numbers. There were several records 
of smaller races of the Canada Goose, most of 
them Hutchins’s. It seems safest not 
to attempt to assign these birds to subspecies on 
the basis of sight records, but it is interesting 
to note that they were seen at St. Louis (3 in 
October), Crab Orchard (36), Atlas, Ill. (3 killed 
from a flock of 13 on Nov. 13 weighed between 
{4 and 5!4 pounds each, Musselman), and Lake 
St. Mary's, Mercer Co., Ohio (7 and 5 respectively, 
Nov. 6 and 27, E. Kemsies, J. Wright, D. Koehler, 
W. Randle, fide Sven Sjodahl). 

Blue and Snow Goose migration began generally in 
the first 10 days of October, although Mabel Slack 
and Floyd Carpenter (fide Anne L. 
25 Blues over the Ohio River at Louisville on 
the early date of Sept. 22. Perhaps the highest 
local counts, compared with those of other years, 
came from Kentucky where on Oct. 22 (the date 
of the Region's biggest flights) Mike Nauer saw 
700 Blues and 100 Snows at Lake Cumberland (fide 
Sjodahl) and Gordon Wilson a mixed flock of 
300 at Mammoth Cave Park. Peak numbers were 


geese 


Bush); elsewhere early 


described as 


Stamm) saw 


reached at Crab Orchard on Nov. 18 (3100, Bush). 
At Crab Orchard, too, were 6 White-fronted Geese 


on Nov. 19 and 21; 1 
Refuge. 

Ducks.—Although | surface-feeding ducks bega: 
to arrive in August, a Department of Conservation 
waterfowl census of Indiana on Oct. 3 by Dale 
N. Martin revealed only about 23,000 birds, nearly 
half of them Wood Ducks. Four times that number 
were present 2 weeks later, in the following order 
of abundance: Mallard (about 2/5 of the total), 
Wood, Black, Blue-winged Teal, Am. Widgeon 
and Pintail, Gadwall, Lesser Scaup, Green-winged 
Teal, Redhead, Ring-neck. By Nov. 1 the count 
was 150,000, over half Mallards; of the species 
mentioned above all had remained static or increased 
by a few thousand, except for Wood Duck and 
Blue-winged Teal, which had declined; several 
thousand Shovellers, Canvas-backs, Ruddies, and 
Golden-eyes had arrived recently. Main elements 
of the November concentrations were Mallard, Black 
and, on a smaller scale, scaup and Ring-neck; after 
the cold weather of the 27th and 28th, there were 
300,000 ducks at Willow Slough alone (William 
B. Barnes). Just before this same freeze, Bush 
estimated that 100,000 ducks, 98 per cent Mallards, 
were on the Crab Orchard Refuge. Am. Widgeons 
were unusually numerous during the season both 
in Ohio and Indiana. 

Among the rare ducks were a European Widgeon 
in the Sandusky marshes west of that city on Oct. 
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was shot, the first for the 


16 (Stephen Harty, fide Vera 
3 Barrow’s Golden-eyes, 2 of 
at Quincy from a flock of 7 on Nov. 15 (Mussel. 
man). There were the usual scattered 
the 3 scoters on the Great Lakes. 

Hawks.—The only considerable hawk flight was 
seen by James Cope, when 166 Broad-wings passed 
over Brookville, Ind. on Sept. 24. Rough-legged 
Hawks, when present at all, were very scarce. A 
lone Goshawk report was George King’s, Nov. 29, 
just east of Cleveland (fide Hill). Near Kansas 
City, Mo., Jim Myers, having watched a nesting 
pair of Swainson’s Hawks for several weeks, say 
young fledge on the surprisingly late date of Sept 
24. Comfort recorded an adult Prairie Falcon on 
Nov. 6 in Charles County, Mo. It may be 
interesting to know the number of Peregrines and 
Pigeon Hawks seen in the Region during the fall: 
6 Peregrines between Sept. 2 and Oct. 28, and 4 
Pigeon Hawks from Sept. 24 to Oct. 23. 

Rails.—Robert S. Gregory found a Yellow Rail 
at a small pond near Mooresville, Ind. on Nov 
22. At one time the bird was swimming and was 
approached by a dog; it dived in 4 inches of water 
and escaped. 

Shorebirds.—As usual, only a few of the almost 
innumerable shorebird reports can be mentioned. 
Am. Golden Plover numbers were exceptional; 
Binford counted 365 in a flock at Chicago on Sept. 
18, compared to his high in previous years of 
about 30. Twenty-five White-rumped Sandpipers 
between Sandusky and Lakeside, Ohio, on Oct. 29 
constitute a very large flock for that state (Alta 
Smith); another big concentration was of Stilt 
Sandpipers, 70 at Lake Decatur in the first week 
of September (Bob Kirby, Sandburg, Jerry Chaniot) 
Buff-breasted Sandpipers had an excellent flight 
east to Indiana; although most reports fell within 
a week of Sept. 1, Binford found 18 together on 
the cinder flats in south Chicago on Sept. 18. The 
Am. Avocet was seen twice: W. E. Madden (fide 
C. M. Kirkpatrick) collected Indiana’s first specimen, 
a female, at Willow Slough on Aug. 29, and 
Sandburg saw another at Lake Decatur the next 
day. All the phalaropes are rare here (Wilson's 
and Northern are reported perhaps 5 times in an 
average fall), but an appearance of the Red is 
most notable. This year Miss Carrothers discovered 
a Red Phalarope on Lake Erie west of Cleveland 
on Nov. 24 and again on Dec. 4. 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns —Grow at Gary saw more 
jaegers than in any previous year. All were flying 
west along the Lake Michigan shore; 32 on Oct. 
8 (3 adult and 8 identifiable immature Parasitics, 
the rest unidentified immatures), 2 each on Oct. 
9 and 15, and 8 on Oct. 16. 

Little Gulls appeared off Chicago on 4 dates in 
September (2 birds together on 2 occasions, Binford), 
and single adults were seen on Lake Michigan 
in northwest Indiana from late October into winter. 
Binford also. found the very rare Sabine’s Gull, an 
immature, and made prolonged observations of it 
among 2500 Bonaparte’s at Wilmette, Ill. on Sept. 13. 

Single immature Forster's and Common Terns at 


Carrothers), and 
them males, killed 


reports of 





Ashtabu!a Harbor, Ohio, on Nov. 23, were extremely 
late (Don Dallas, Kemsies, fide Sjodahl). The 
Common Tern was collected on Nov. 25. 

Oul;—There was 1 Snowy Owl seen, at Wil- 
loughby, Ohio, on Oct. 29 by Louis Gaeta (fide 
Hill). Of the owls that winter regularly in the 
Region, Long-ears returned in normal numbers 
between Nov. 14 and 25, Short-eared Owls were 
mentioned, and Saw-whets first appeared 
(Oct. 29 at Cincinnati, 
Sjodahl; and Nov. 3 at Iowa City, 


scarcely 
at the end of October 
Koehler fide 
F. W. Kent). 

Woodpeckers —A_ Red-shafted Flicker was seen 
on Nov. 1 in St. Louis Co., Mo. by Gene Wilhelm. 

Shrikes —A repetition of last year’s Gray Shrike 
invasion was foreshadowed by the early appearance 
of a bird in Ottawa County, Ohio, on Oct. 25 
and of 2 more before the middle of November 
(Van Camp). Bartel saw shrikes at Chicago 4 times 
after the first week of November. 

Warblers—An adult male Black-throated Blue 
Warbler made one of that species’ rare appearances 
in Missouri, at the Busch Refuge near St. Louis 
on Sept. 11 (Springer, et al., fide Comfort). 

Fringillids —As was the case in 1954, many 
interesting developments among fringillids involved 
the northern species. A rather early and_ sizeable 
flight of Lapland Longspurs was first noted by 
Philip L. Steffen and Herman Frauen at Chicago 
on Oct. 17; by mid-November longspurs 
widespread. The most conspicuous and _ erratic 
northern invader was the Red Crossbill, which 
showed up initially at Ames, Iowa, on Oct. 18 
(10 seen, Dennis Carter), and spread into Illinois 
and Indiana during the first week of November 
and thereafter. The largest flock was of 18 (Lisle, III., 
Paul F. Springer), with most accounts being of 6 
or fewer. None were seen in Ohio, nor did White- 
winged Crossbills occur. A good movement of 
Common Redpolls during the last half of November 
reached as far south as Columbia, Mo. on the 
29th (1, Mrs. O. R. Johnson); again, Ohio was 
evidently east of the flight. That state, on the other 
hand, reported the earliest Evening Grosbeaks (7 
at Cleveland, Nov. 6, Walter Smith, fide Hill), 
which by Dec. 1 were seen as far west as Chicago. 
Interestingly, the dates of the Region’s 6 reports 
are progressively later from Cleveland across Indiana 
to Chicago. The southernmost penetration was to 
Indianapolis on Nov. 20 (John Satter). 


were 


Among other fringillids, Harris's Sparrow attracted: 


comment as being especially numerous at several 
places in Iowa and Illinois, with 5 birds seen east 
to the Indiana dunes in October (Virginia Reuter- 
skiold, fide Grow). A western rarity was a Spotted 
Towhee in Hamilton County, Iowa, on Oct. 22 and 
Nov. 5 by Carter. 

Corrigendum.—Binford has asked that his record 
of a Baird’s Sandpiper on April 8, 1955 be stricken 
out and that the report of a Dowitcher seen by him 
be changed to read “2 Dowitchers on April 8 at 
Orland, Ill." Both these records appear in Audubon 
Field Notes 9 (4), 1955.—VatL NOLAN, JRr., R.R. 
10, N. Fee Lane, Bloomington, Ind. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN ' REGION.—I» J this 
Region, autumn is the time of rarities. The fall re- 
ports of the past seven years have included records of 
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fall summaries 
have tended to neglect many of the broader aspects 
of southward migration. A review is long overdue. 
Fall Migration and the Weather.—In spring cold 
air masses moving southward obstruct migration; in 
autumn they accelerate it. Yet, from the viewpoint 
of the field observer, results are often similar. Both 
processes bring birds, the first by piling up migrants, 
the second by speeding their flow into an area. This 
year diurnal and nocturnal migration data correlated 
with the movement of air masses were available from 
four sources: Arkansas (D. A. James, F. C. James) ; 
Nashville area (C. M. Weise, Mrs. A. R. Laskey); 
Baton Rouge (RJN); Pensacola (F. M. Weston). 
The Arkansas coverage was the most complete; de- 
tails given in Mid-South Bird Notes show migratory 
activity in connection with all eight of the cold fronts 
that invaded the Region between Aug. 28 and Nov. 
1. The migration peaks associated with the first front 
developed in perfect progression along the northwest- 
southeast path of the cool air: Arkansas, Aug. 28-31; 
Nashville, Aug. 29-30; Baton Rouge, Aug. 31-Sept. 
2; Pensacola, Sept. 2-4. Seemingly, the weather far 
outraced the birds. The front took little more than 
a day to reach the Florida coast; the first good influx 
of migrants there was not noted until another two 
days had passed. Data for the other migration peaks, 
though incomplete, reflect a similar geographic se- 
quence. Though there are more migrants in the air 
in autumn than in spring, these less frequently jam 
up in spectacular concentrations. As birds arrive, 
others depart; and the evidence that migration has 
taken place is to be found less in the numbers of 
birds present in the fields and woods, more in their 
changing variety. Thus, among all the weather-corre- 
lated daytime observations in Arkansas, only one 
small semblance of a warbler wave was noted. During 
their undramatic southward movement, transient 
species appear in the area of spring's “coastal hiatus’ 
with regularity. Indeed, it is near the coast that the 
best concentrations are likely to occur. Weston has 
long believed that in unfavorable weather passerine 
migration becomes a diurnal trec-to-tree movement 
that stalls at the margins of the Gulf, producing an 
increasing accumulation of birds. This fall, however, 
two of the three most notable gatherings of migrants 
in the coastwise woods at Pensacola were accompanied 
by brisk favoring winds and little or no rain. 
Ceilometer Observations.—The third of the season's 
cold fronts—a mild, slow-moving disturbance with 
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rain and cloudiness—resulted in a major ceilometer 
accident at Smyrna, Tenn., on the night of Sept. 24 
(ARL). The 1348 birds of 51 species found dead 
edged ahead of last year’s record-breaking kill at 
Birmingham in total numbers and far surpassed it in 
variety. The five highest counts were: Tennessee 
Warbler—206; Oven-bird—187; Magnolia Warbler 
—157; Olive-backed Thrush—139; Common Yellow- 
throat—100. All these species except the last were 
also among the top five at Birmingham in 1954! The 
most unusual bird was a Sharp-tailed Sparrow, 
fourth record and first specimen for Tennessee. On 
the same night, an additional 35 birds fell at nearby 
Nashville before 10:30 p.m., when the ceilometer 
beam was turned off. As has often been the case with 
lunar counts, these evidences of heavy migration 
were not followed by unusually large numbers of 
land birds in the vicinity on the following day 
(CMW). The sixth cold front was associated with 
great ceilometer activity at Memphis on the night of 
Oct. 12 (B. B. Coffey). Birds remained in the beam 
following a heavy downpour and between 1 and 2 
a.m. reached an estimated maximum of 500 indi- 
viduals crowded into a space 80 feet or less in 
diameter and 350 feet in long dimension. A single 
Bay-breasted Warbler was the only known casualty. 

Migration on the Gulf.—As seen on the mainland, 
migration got off to a slow start, but already in the 
period of Aug. 12-16, birds were landing aboard the 
OREGON, then on a tuna cruise in calm seas 80 
miles south of Mobile (D. Tabb). The list included 
a Crested Flycatcher, a Gray-cheeked Thrush, a 
Prothonotary Warbler, and 3 Brown-headed Cow- 
birds. Birds seen on the Gulf almost invariably pro- 
ceed in the seasonal direction of migration, but the 
cowbirds behaved aberrantly by making a series of 
short, abortive flights northward toward land. From 
Sept. 6 to 13 the vessel worked off the Florida and 
Alabama coasts along the 250-fathom curve and from 
Sept. 19-26 off the Louisiana coast west of the river. 
H. R. Bullis reported that during these intervals 
there was scarcely a night when migrating birds were 
not seen or heard. 

Extreme Dates.—Theoretically, it should be get- 
ting increasingly difficult each year to find birds 
earlier or later than ever before. This fall “‘earliest- 
evers’ were fewer than usual, but their decrease was 
compensated by a rise in “‘latest-evers.’” And, oddly 
enough, it was the Pensacola area, with the longest 
background of meticulous record-keeping, that had 
the greatest number of record-breaking dates. Com- 
monly extremes have a_ hit-and-miss quality that 
makes their broad significance doubtful. A reassuring 
feature of the current data is the phenomenal number 
of instances in which the same species was early or 
late at more than one locality. As a group, waterfowl 
produced more early dates than ever before; thrushes, 
more late dates. Selected records follow. Gannet: 2 
at Pensacola on Nov. 13 (FMW), 6 days early for 
the Gulf and the Region. Snowy Egret: 4 near Pas- 
cagoula, Miss., on Nov. 13 (BBC), probably the 
latest ever for Mississippi. Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron: single individuals at Pensacola on Nov. 6 
and 13 (FMW), latest ever for that area (except 
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for an injured bird that once survived the winter): 
another on Dauphin Island on Nov. 5 (T. A Imhof), 
a month late for the Alabama coast. White-fronted 
Goose: 21 at Sabine Refuge on Sept. 29 (R. R. Ry. 
dolph), a flock at Grand Chenier on Oct. 1 (fide 
W. H. Adams), 200 at Lacassine Refuge on the 
same day (C. F. Lard)—all earlier than any previous 
fall date for Louisiana. Mallard: 1 at Wallace Lake, 
near Shreveport, on Sept. 4 (H. H. Jeter), 3 days 
early for Louisiana. Green-winged Teal: 5 at Ashland 
City, Tenn., on Aug. 27 (CMW); 3 at Wallace Lake 
on the same date (HHJ), 19 days early for Louis. 
iana. Ring-necked Duck: 1 at Nashville on Sept. 4 
(CMW); 1 at Pensacola on Oct. 26 (FMW), 2 days 
early for that area. Canvas-back: 5 at Wheeler Refuge 
on Oct. 28 (TAI), 9 days early for Alabama. Greater 
Scaup: flocks of 21 and 45 over lower Mobile Bay 
and the eastern end of Mississippi Sound on Novy. 
4 and 5 respectively (TAI), earliest ever recorded in 
Alabama. Ruddy Duck: 1 near Marion, Ala., on Sept. 
29 (L. McCollough), first state record for September 
Old-squaw: 3 on Mississippi Sound on Nov. 5 (TAI). 
Mississippi Kite: 2 at Pensacola on Sept. 14 (FMW), 
7 days late for that area. Broad-winged Hawk: 1 
at Pensacola on Oct. 29 (FMW), 15 days late. Am. 
Golden Plover: 1 at Wallace Lake from Sept. 10 to 
25 (HHJ), earliest southbound migrant for Louis- 
iana. Red Knot: 7 on Dauphin Island on Sept. 23 
(TAI, W. W. Beshears), latest ever for Alabama. 
Pectoral Sandpiper: 1 at False River on Nov. 12 
(J. L. Dorn, S. J. Hatrel, RJN), 6 days late for the 
Baton Rouge area; 1 about 8 miles north of Shreve- 
port on Nov. 20 (HHJ), 3 weeks late for that area. 
Baird's Sandpiper: 1 at Pensacola on Oct. 30 (B. L. 
Monroe, Jr.. FMW), much the latest for all of 
Florida. Stilt Sandpiper: 2 at the Decatur boat har- 
bor, Limestone Co., Ala., on Oct. 26 (D. C. Hulse). 
Cabot’s Tern: 1 at Cedar Point, Ala., on Nov. 5 
(collected—TAI), latest ever for the state; 3 at 
Pensacola on Nov. 27 (FMW), latest ever for that 
area, except for one instance of wintering. Short- 
eared Owl: 1 at Memphis ceilometer on night of 
Oct. 12 (BBC), 18 days early for a fall migrant 
in that vicinity; 2 mear Shreveport on Oct. 15 
(HHJ, J. R. Stewart), 15 days early for fall 
arrival in Louisiana. Chuck-will’s-widow: 1 at Birm- 
ingham on Sept. 2 (Harriet H. Wright), latest state 
record since 1879. Ruby-throated Hummingbird: 1 at 
Gadsden on Nov. 8 (Edith Clark), 6 days late for 
Alabama. Eastern Kingbird: 1 at Smithville, Tenn., 
on Sept. 30 (Jennie Riggs); 1 at Pensacola on Oct. 
29 (FMW), 5 days late. Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: 1 
near Shreveport on Oct. 23 (G. D. Hamilton), latest 
ever for the Louisiana breeding range; 1 about 12 
miles southeast of Baton Rouge on Nov. 21 (col- 
lected—W. Sheffield), latest ever for that area. Ver- 
milion Flycatcher: 1 on Sabine Refuge on Sept. 16 
(RRR), a month early for Louisiana. Brown Creeper: 
1 at Pensacola on Oct. 10 (FMW), 6 days early. 
Catbird: 1 at Century, Fla., on Sept. 4 (Mrs. A. L. 
Whigham), 4 days early for the Pensacola area. 
Wood Thrush: 1 at Pensacola on Nov. 1 (Mrs. J. F. 
Wernicke), very late; 1 at little Dauphin Island, 
Ala., on Nov. 4 (freshly dead—H. Borschung): 1 
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at Hackberry, La., on Nov. 22 (RRR), 4 days late 
for the state. Olive-backed Thrush: 1 at Baines, La., 
on Oct. 15 (J. H. Bruns), 2 days late for the Baton 
Rouge area; 1 at Hackberry, La., on Nov. 22 (RRR), 
6 days late for the state; 1 at Pensacola on Oct. 30 
(FMW), probably the latest ever for Florida. Gray- 
cheeked Thrush: 1 at Baines on Oct 14 (collected— 
JHB), 1 day late for the Baton Rouge area; 1 at 
Pensacola on Oct. 29 (FMW), 14 days late for 
northwest Florida. Nashville Warbler: 1 near Shreve- 
port on Nov. 20 (HHJ), 3 weeks late for that area 
and the first November record for Louisiana. Black- 
throated Gray Warbler: 1 on Sabine Refuge on Oct. 
3 (RRR, J. R. Walther), earliest ever for Louisiana. 
Bullock’s Oriole: 1 at Hackberry, La., on Oct. 4 
(N. Ellender), earliest dated record for the state. 
Scarlet Tanager: 1 at Pensacola on Sept. 4 (FMW), 
earliest fall record ever for Florida. Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak: 1 at Birmingham on Sept. 5 (HHW), 
12 days early. Blue Grosbeak: 1 at Pensacola on 
Aug. 28 (FMW), 3 days early; 1 at the same local- 
ity on Nov. 6 (FMW), latest ever recorded by 16 
days. Dickcissel: single individuals at Century, Fla., 
on Aug. 19 and 20 (Mrs. Whigham), earliest south- 
bound migrants ever found in Florida. Purple Finch: 
3 at Century on Nov. 8 (Mrs. Whigham), pre- 
sumably the earliest ever for Florida. Pine Siskin: 
1 at Fairfield, Ala., on Nov. 16 (TAI), earliest defin- 
ite record for the state. Vesper Sparrow: 3 at Rose- 
dale on Oct. 19 (M. G. Vaiden), over a month 
early for that locality. White-throated Sparrow: 1 
at Nashville on Sept. 29 (captured and banded— 
ARL). White-crowned Sparrow: 5 at Rosedale on 
Oct. 19 (MGV), probably the earliest ever for that 
area, 42 at Wheeler Refuge on Oct. 28 (TAI), 2 
days early for Alabama. Fox Sparrow: 1 near Rose- 
dale on Oct. 11 (collected—MGV), possibly the 
earliest arrival ever for the entire Region. Swamp 
Sparrow: 4 at Fairfield on Oct. 4 (TAI), 3 days early 
for Alabama. 

Egrets.—In their sensational invasion of this con- 
tinent Cattle Egrets have tended to move northward 
along the Atlantic seaboard. Now in an enormous 
stride in a new direction, these exotic herons have 
exploded into the far southwestern corner of the 
Central Southern Region. In Jefferson Davis Parish, 
La., 5 miles south of Hayes, on Oct. 17, a flock of 
40 was discovered feeding with Black Angus cattle 
(CFL). On Oct. 20, this group was found again 5 
miles farther south, in Cameron Parish, and a flock 
of 70 was noted along the highway, 5 miles west of 
Lake Arthur (CFL, RRR). Within a space of 10 
miles there were at least 113 birds of a species new 
to the state list! This was the time of the rice harvest, 
when the cattle are fenced and compactly herded. As 
the herds were released, the egrets dispersed with 
them, subdividing into smaller and smaller groups. By 
late November they were scattered over a wide area 
extending westward as far as south Texas. The Red- 
dish Egret, a heron that seldom strays far from salt 
water, almost got on the Alabama list by way of an 
inland record. On Aug. 13, a bird of this species was 
identified at a farm pond, 25 miles south of Mont- 
gomery, Ala., and 120 miles from the Gulf (L. E. 


Goodnight). The observation was preceded, however, 


by a record in coastal Alabama, 6 seen and 1 col- 
lected at Dauphin Island on July 23 by R. L. Cher- 
mock, and followed by the taking of another speci- 
men on Dauphin Island on Sept. 23, when a total 
of 3 individuals were seen (TAI, WWB). The 
partial completion of new TVA lakes in the Nash- 
ville area has attracted several unusual water birds, 
among them 2 imm. Snowy Egrets on Aug 27 
(CMW). 

Waterfowl—An excellent Snow and Blue Goose 
flight excited widespread comment. With the open- 
ing of the Texas goose season, Snows fairly poured 
onto the Sabine Refuge, building up to the greatest 
concentration in its history and actually outnumber- 
ing the Blues (RRR). Counts of Blue Geese showed 
50% or more immatures at both the Sabine Refuge 
(RRR) and the Wheeler Refuge (T. Z. Atkeson). 
A Mottled Duck collected on Dauphin Island on 
Sept. 23 (WWB, TAI) is the first Alabama speci- 
men and third definite state record. An Am. Scoter 
at Pensacola on Nov. 23 (BLM) is the first ever 
seen in that vicinity, though not the first for north- 
west Florida (1 other record: Appalachicola, May 
1954). And an Am. Merganser at False River, La., 
on Nov. 20 (RJN) is the second found in the Baton 
Rouge area. 

Hawks.—Observations of hawk migration in Louis- 
iana are few. One suggestion has been that, in pass- 
ing over relatively featureless terrain without favored 
lanes, the flight becomes a broad-front movement; 
another, that the hawks simply fly at too great an 
altitude to be seen. Of great interest, therefore, is 
a count of 700 buteos—thought to be Broad-winged 
Hawks—passing over Alexandria, La., between 9:30 
a.m. and 12 noon on Sept. 17 and a flock of 215 at 
11:30 a.m. on Sept. 18 (Suzanne Haupt). 

Shorebirds through Gulls—In addition to the 
record-breaking arrivals and departures already noted, 
there were a number of unusual shorebird records. 
Am. Oyster-catcher: 3 on Dauphin Island on Aug. 
19 (RLC) and 3 more at Cedar Point, Ala., on Nov. 
5 (TAI), the first records for the state since 1926. 
Am. Golden Plover: continued fall appearances .on 
the Mississippi Flyway, with observations at . 
Smith, Ark. (Nov. 26—BBC); at Memphis (Sept. 
11 to 17—O. Irwin); at Nashville (Oct. 13 to 29— 
CMW ) and in Louisiana (see Extreme Dates). Black- 
bellied Plover: 1 on President's Island at Memphis 
from Sept. 11 to 17, frequently seen to cross to the 
Arkansas shore (OI). Long-billed Curlew: 5 on 
Dauphin Island on Aug. 19 (RLC) and 1 still pres- 
ent on Sept. 23 (TAI, WWB), the first Alabama 
observations since 1912. White-rumped Sandpiper: 
single individuals at Ashland City, Tenn., on Aug. 
27 and Sept. 8 (CMW), possibly the first fall records 
for the Nashville area. Baird’s Sandpiper: 1 at Ash- 
land City on Sept. 25 (CMW), first definite occur- 
rence in middle Tennessee. Red-backed Sandpiper: 1 
at Bush’s Lake on Oct. 21 (CMW), Oct. 22 (A. F. 
Ganier and others), and Nov. 29 (CMW), first fall 
records for the Nashville area. Dowitcher (sp.): 1 
at False River on Nov. 12 (JLD, SJH, RJN), second 
record for the Baton Rouge area. Buff-breasted Sand- 
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piper: 5 on Wheeler Refuge on Sept. 14 (1 collected 
—E. Cypert, E. A. Byford, TZA), first record for 
Alabama; 2 still present there on Sept. 23 (EAB). 

Marbled Godwit: flock of 7 at Little Dauphin Island 
on Sept. 23 (TAI, WWB), first Alabama record in- 
volving more than 1 bird; 9 still present there on 
Nov. 4 and 2 collected (TAI, RLC). Hudsonian 
Godwit: 1 on Dauphin Island on Aug. 19, observed 
at a distance of 30 feet and later watched in flight 
(RLC), an addition to the Alabama list. Northern 
Phalarope: a female in breeding plumage on Dauphin 
Island on July 23, observed for 10 minutes at dis- 
tances of 10 to 30 feet (RLC), the third state record. 
Ten Franklin's Gulls were seen circling over the 
middle of the Mississippi River at Memphis on Oct. 
8 (BBC). This is the second-known occurrence of 
the species in Tennessee. 

Flycatchers through Pipits—On Sept. 14, at Pen- 
sacola, Mrs. Wernicke watched a flock of 200 Eastern 
Kingbirds milling around just at sunset as though 
preparing to start nocturnal migration. A few West- 
ern Kingbirds are noted in Louisiana every year, but 
the 5 seen in one flock a few miles south of Baton 
Rouge on Sept. 22 (G. H. Lowery, Jr.) is an un- 
precedented number. A report of the Red-breasted 
Nuthatch at Gadsden on Oct. 17 (EC) extended the 
record of its occurrence in Alabama to 13 straight 
years. Echoing the 1954 flight, individuals of the 
species also appeared at Hackberry, La. (Oct. 29— 
RRR), Shreveport (Oct. 23—JRS); and Memphis 
(Oct. 10—G. Peyton; Oct. 15—Mrs. M. L. Torti). 
Catbirds were exceptionally abundant this fall, flood- 
ing the woods at both Baines, La. (JHB) and 
Picayune, Miss. (Mrs. A. B. Tolman). Various No- 
vember records of the Sprague’s Pipit (BBC and 
others) made this the fourth successive fall of occur- 
rence for this once rarely observed species in Arkan- 
sas, Tennessee, and Mississippi. 

Vireos and Warblers —While the rest of the 
Region was experiencing a rather dull transient land 
bird migration, fine flights were bringing Pensacola 
several records notable for that area: single Phila- 
delphia Vireos on Oct. 2, 9, and 15 (BLM, FMW); 
a Warbling Vireo on Oct. 2 (BLM), the first ever 
found there in the fall; a Nashville Warbler on Sept. 
28 (FMW), the first the observer has seen personally 
in all his long experience; numbers of the usually 
uncommon Blackburnian Warbler on Oct. 8 and 9 
(FMW); more Chestnut-sided Warblers on these 
dates than Weston has seen in all his previous 40 
years of experience combined! Though a few Black- 
throated Gray Warblers have appeared annually in 
Cameron Parish for several years, a bird of this 
species discovered in City Park, New Orleans, on 
Oct. 23 (S. Gautreaux) and seen again on Oct. 24 
and Nov. 6 (Mr. and Mrs. H. A. J. Evans and others) 
is only the second ever recorded in that part of the 
Region lying east of the Mississippi. 

Blackbirds through Finches.—Brewer's Blackbirds 
seem to be on the increase. Formerly rare around 
Rosedale, Miss., they occurred there this spring 
(March 30 to April 27) in flocks numbering more 
than 100 birds; this fall they are back in force (200 
in one flock in the nearby Bowles Lake area on Oct. 


20—MGV, S. Danna). The estimated 1050 of 
these birds at Lonoke, Ark., on Nov. 24 (DAJ, BBC) 
were many times more than the observers have seen 
there before. In the period of Oct. 9 to 12, Rose. 
breasted Grosbeaks were observed in the vicinity of 
Rosedale in numbers up to 15 a day (MGV, SD), 
though this is only the third autumn that the species 
has been noted there. Very late records of this species 
were obtained at Pensacola on Nov. 6 (FMW) and 
at Hackberry, La., on Nov. 11 (RRR). At Rosedale, 
two young Painted Buntings just out of the nest were 
observed on the very late date of Sept. 1 (SD). 
Near Elton, La., 3 Dickcissels were found in a flock 
of House Sparrows on Nov. 13 (J. P. Gee). Purple 
Finches inundated City Park, New Orleans, on Nov. 
27. H. B. Chase, who watched them flying in between 
8:45 and 10:50 a.m., counted 561 birds. A Spotted 
Towhee near Memphis on Nov. 19 (BBC) is only 
the second for Tennessee. Six Leconte’s Sparrows 
at Milton, Fla., 20 miles northeast of Pensacola, on 
Nov. 11 (BLM) seem to be the first for northwest 
Florida. A substantiating specimen was taken on Nov. 
24. A Lark Sparrow reported at Beulah, Miss., on 
July 27 (SD) and seen there again on Aug. 23 
(MGV) may mark this as a breeding locality. The 
three Lark Sparrows seen at Pensacola on Sept. 7 and 
15 (FMW) were the most ever recorded there in 
one season. On Nov. 19, a male Oregon Junco was 
found near Shreveport, in exactly the same spot 
where one was seen last year (HHJ). A Lincoln's 
Sparrow at Pensacola on Nov. 12 was Weston’s 
second in 40 years. Unusually high counts of Smith's 
Longspurs were 155 at Ft. Smith, Ark., on Nov. 26 
(L. Coffey, E. Wilhelm) and 110 at Hot Springs, 
Ark., on Nov. 27 (BBC). Observations at Memphis 
Penal Farm (18 on Nov. 20—BBC) and Woodstock 
(35 on Nov. 19—BBC) established this as the third 
fall of record for the species in Tennessee.—ROBERT 
J. NEWMAN, Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State 
University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
From the start of the fall migration period until 
Nov. 1 the entire Region experienced warm, dry 




















weather. From Nov. 1 to the end of the period, 
however, unusual cold and above average snowfall 
occurred. November was the coldest on record since 
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1896 Bismarck, N. Dak. As a result of these 
conditions, migration of most species was slow 
and gradual until Nov. 1 when it accelerated and 
then en led abruptly. 

Gre! Pelicans, Cormorants —The migration of 
all grebe species occurred earlier than usual. At 
the Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge, Malta, 
Mont., the Eared Grebes left on Oct. 8 and no 
migration from the north was noted; the Western 
and Pied-billed Grebe migration was small (Leon 
C. Snyder). Most Western Grebes had departed 
from North Dakota by mid-October, almost 2 weeks 
ahead of schedule. White Pelicans and Double- 


crested Cormorants left Bowdoin Refuge earlier 


than usual, with the largest movement occurring 
between Aug. 25 and Sept. 5 (LCS). Two thousand 
White Pelicans were seen on Lake Madison, north 
of Wentworth, S. Dak. on Sept. 24 (J. S. Findley). 

Herons, Flamingos——Many areas reported more 
Great Blue Herons than usual, and there were 
more than the usual numbers of Green Herons 
in the Sioux Falls, S. Dak. area (JSF). Snowy 
Egrets, which had been seen off and on during 
the nesting season at Lacreek National Wildlife 
Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. were last recorded on 
Aug. 30 (Kenneth Krumm). A Flamingo was seen 
and photographed on Aug. 7 in the east end 
of Devils Lake, 17 miles south of the town of 
Devils Lake, N. Dak. It was seen again on 
Aug. 22 (Marvin S. Kirk). This may have been 
the same bird (reported in the nesting season 
report) which had been seen regularly at Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont. from June 9 to Aug. 2 
(LCS). 

Waterfowl—Whistling Swans moved into North 
Dakota in mid-September. There were greater num- 
bers than usual, but below the record peaks of 1954. 
Most swans had left the Region early in November. 
In most areas the goose flight, which started in 
mid-September, was smaller than that of 1954. 
The peak at the Lower Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. was 9500, with White- 
fronted Geese most abundant (Donald V. Gray). 
At the Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Col- 
umbia, §. Dak. White-fronts peaked at 600, Canada 
Geese at 15,000. The Canadas included 13,000 
Richardson’s and 2000 Common Canadas (Howard 
D. Woon). Decreased goose utilization of some 
areas was attributed to lower water levels and 
lack of soil moisture to produce green browse. 
The Blue-winged Teal started southward in early 
September, while the main duck migration started 
the first part of October. Throughout the Region 
the movement was generally steady but slow in 
October. A major regional exodus occurred between 
Oct. 29 and Nov. 2 as a result of a severe cold 
front from the north, accompanied by snow and 
strong winds. This mass movement was the largest 
recorded for several years. The severe weather 
pushed the ducks out of Canada nearly a month 
earlier than last year. Some waterfowl still remained 
in the southern portions of the Region, and as far 
north as the Garrison Reservoir and the Upper 
Souris National Wildlife Refuge in North Dakota 


where open water occurred. 

Hawks.—An increase in single observations of 
Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks during Septem- 
ber was reported from the Lostwood National 
Wildlife Refuge, Lostwood, N. Dak. (Kermit D. 
Dybsetter). Both species were recorded in September 
at the Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak. 
(Frank R. Martin). The Lacreek Refuge, Martin, 
S. Dak. reported a few solitary Cooper’s in late 
September and early October (KK). Daily observa- 
tions of Red-tailed Hawks were made in parts of 
North Dakota during September and early October. 
In the Grand Forks area, Dr. Lawrence Summers 
noted 4 on Sept. 10, from 5 to 10 on Sept. 20, and 
from 1 to 3 regularly from that date until Oct. 11. 
Seventeen were seen in one group on the ground 
near Niobe, N. Dak. on Sept. 18 (KDD). A few 
individual Red-tailed and Swainson’s Hawks were 
seen on Lacreek Refuge in South Dakota through 
late September and early October (KK). A small 
movement of Rough-legged Hawks was noted at 
the Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, 
N. Dak. on Sept. 9 (HSH); Rough-legs returned 
to Lacreek in mid-October (KK). Golden Eagles 
appeared at Medicine Lake National Wildlife Refuge, 
Medicine Lake, Mont. in October (Elmo G. Adams). 
The Lostwood Refuge, Lostwood, N. Dak. reported 
daily observations in November. Golden Eagles 
were plentiful on the Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. 
after the opening of the migratory waterfowl hunt- 
ing season. In a 200-acre marsh unit 35 birds were 
counted, Nov. 3 to 9, resting on muskrat houses 
(LCS). Four Bald Eagles were seen near Provost, 
Alta. on Oct. 10 (Edmonton Bird Club); 3 were 
noted at Bowdoin Refuge in Montana on Nov. 17. 
Single birds were seen at Lostwood Refuge, Lostwood, 
N. Dak. on Oct. 30; at Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, 
N. Dak. on Nov. 13; and at Lacreek Refuge, Martin, 
S. Dak. on Nov. 23. Marsh Hawks were abundant in 
the Malta, Mont. area during September and October. 
One Gyrfalcon, dark phase, was reported from 
Beaverhill Lake, near Edmonton, Alta. on Sept. 2; 
a dark bird was seen near Chipman, Alta. on Sept. 
17; one black Gyrfalcon was noted near Edmonton 
on Nov. 4 (Edmonton Bird Club). 

Cranes —One Whooping Crane spent 2 hours 
on the north shore of Thompson Lake, Lostwood 
National Wildlife Refuge, Lostwood, N. Dak. on 
Oct. 19 (KDD). The small flock of Sandhill Cranes 
on Oct. 25 was the only observation of this species 
at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. Many small flocks 
were noted over the Des Lacs Refuge during Septem- 
ber (HSH) and occasional flocks were seen from 
Oct. 1 to 10 at Theodore Roosevelt National Mem- 
orial Park, Medora, N. Dak. (Ebba Brooks). In 
South Dakota the first migrants were reported from 
the Black Hills area and from Lacreek Refuge on 
Sept. 29. Approximately 2500 were counted over 
Rapid City, S. Dak. on Oct. 8 and about 1000 on 
Oct. 9 (Harry Behrens). 

Am. Coots.—Several areas reported increases in 
coots this season. The Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, 
N. Dak. had a 300 per cent increase over 1954 
(FRM); Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. had a 
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peak of 18,500 compared with 5100 last year 
(HSH); and the Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. had 
the largest concentration ever observed there, with 
35,000 birds present from Sept. 4 to Oct. 4 (LCS). 
The main coot migration occurred between Oct. 10 
and 15. 

Shorebirds —Three hundred Wilson's Snipe ap- 
peared at Snake Creek National Wildlife Refuge, 
Riverdale, N. Dak. on the evening of Oct. 12 (Jer- 
ald J. Wilson). Long-billed Curlews had departed 
from Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. by Aug. 10. 
Lesser Yellow-legs had returned to Montana, North 
and South Dakota the first week in July. Greater 
Yellow-legs were not seen in numbers at Bowdoin 
Refuge until mid-September. A. few remained at 
Lacreek Refuge, Martin, §. Dak. until Nov. 1 (KK). 
Dowitchers arrived in large numbers at Bowdoin 
Refuge in mid-July and departed in mid-September 
(LCS). 

Jaegers, Gulls —A Parasitic Jaeger was observed 
at Big Lake near Edmonton, Alta. on Oct. 23 (Ed- 
monton Bird Club). Most of the resident California 
and Ring-billed Gulls had left Bowdoin Refuge by 
late August and early September. Large concentra- 
tions of Franklin’s Gulls were present in the area 
from Sept. 27 to Oct. 11 (LCS). Eight thousand 
Franklin’s were counted on Des Lacs Refuge on Sept. 
14. Lacreek Refuge reported a large movement on 
Sept. 22; the departure date for the Sioux Falls, S. 
Dak. area was Sept. 25 (JSF). Three hundred 
Bonaparte’s Gulls were noted on Des Lacs Refuge, 
Aug. 5 (HSH). 

Owls.—The first Snowy Owls were seen near 
Provost, Alta. on Oct. 10; frequent observations 
were made after that date. North Dakota arrivals 
were reported in early November. Two Hawk Owls 
were seen near Coronation, Alta. on Oct. 1; one 
was reported from Callahoo, Alta. and one from 
Josephburg, Alta. on Nov. 12 (Edmonton Bird 
Club). 

Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers, Swallows—Many Com- 
mon Nighthawks were observed in Sioux Falls, S. 
Dak. on Sept. 4 and Sept. 29 (JSF), and at Mo- 
bridge, S. Dak. on Sept. 3 (Whitney Eastman, Karen 
Eastman). Yellow-shafted Flickers were abundant in 
the Grand Forks, N. Dak. area the last 2 weeks in 
September. Both Yellow-shafted and Red-shafted 
moved through the Lacreek Refuge in South Dakota 
in good numbers in late September and during 
October. The flock of 40 to 50 Violet-green Swallows 
near Rapid City. S. Dak. on Aug. 13 was perhaps 
the last observation of these birds in that area 
(NRW). A few Purple Martins were still present 
in North Dakota the first week in September. 

Nuthatches, Wrens, Mockingbirds —W hite-breasted 
Nuthatches were reported as abundant at Turtle River 
State Park near Grand Forks, N. Dak. on Oct. 20 
(LS). Red-breasted Nuthatches moved through North 
Dakota from late August to mid-October, A Winter 
Wren was found in Sioux Falls, §. Dak. on Nov. 7 
(JSF). A Carolina Wren appeared in Grand Forks, 
N. Dak. on Sept. 25 (LS). A Mockingbird stayed 
at Des Lacs Refuge headquarters, Kenmare, N. Dak., 
Oct. 4 to 7 (HSH). 
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Thrushes, Kinglets, Pipits—The Hermit Thrush 
was recorded in Sutherland, Sask. (C. Stuart Hoys. 
ton) and in Fargo, N. Dak. (O. A. Stevens) on 
Sept. 24. Several were seen in Fargo from Sept, 39 
to Oct. 3. Olive-backed and Gray-cheeked Thrushes 
were seen in Sutherland, Sask., Grand Forks and 
Kenmare, N. Dak. on Sept. 24. Olive-backs were ob. 
served in Fargo from Sept. 1 to Oct. 3; no Gray. 
cheeks were noted there. Large numbers of Mountain 
Bluebirds were seen at Fort Peck Game Range, Fort 
Peck, Mont. in mid-October (G. A. Devan). Small 
numbers moved through Lacreek Refuge, Martin, §. 
Dak. during October (KK). Golden-crowned King. 
lets were seen off and on in North Dakota from 
Sept. 25 to Nov. 5. Large movements of Water 
Pipits were noted at Lake Zahl National Wildlife 
Refuge, Zahl, N. Dak. on Sept. 30 (KDD), and at 
Lacreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. on Oct. 15 (KK). 

Vireos, Warblers—A movement of Red-eyed 
Vireos was noted in Grand Forks, N. Dak. from 
Sept. 2 to 8. Warbler waves were seen there on 
Sept. 2 and 3, and on Sept. 25. Tennessee Warblers 
were recorded in various North Dakota areas from 
Sept. 2 to 21; Orange-crowned Warblers from late 
September to mid-October; Magnolia Warblers in 
late September and early October. The main flight 
of Myrtle Warblers took place from Sept. 5 to Oct. 
6 in North Dakota. Small flocks of Audubon’s 
Warblers were seen near Rapid City, S. Dak. on 
Sept. 3 and 12, and in Harding County on Sept. 
27 (NRW). Oven-birds, Common Yellowthroats, 
Black-capped Warblers and Am. Redstarts were seen 
off and on throughout September in North Dakota 
Several Connecticut Warblers were observed in Far- 
go, N. Dak. from Sept. 6 to 10 (OAS). 

Tanagers through Buntings—Western Tanagers 
were last seen in Rapid City, S. Dak. on Sept. 24 
(NRW). Unusual numbers of Evening Grosbeaks 
appeared in Sioux Falls, S. Dak. on Nov. 6. (JSF). 
Slate-colored Juncos moved through North Dakota 
from the first week in September to late October. 
Oregon Juncos arrived in Rapid City, S. Dak. on 
Oct. 17 (NRW). Am. Tree Sparrows were first re- 
ported from North Dakota on Oct. 9 and from South 
Dakota on Oct. 15. Clay-colored Sparrows had de- 
parted from North Dakota by Sept. 30. A good 
migration of Harris’s Sparrows was noted in North 
Dakota. They were first seen on Sept. 19; the 
departure date from several areas was Oct. 30. White- 
crowned Sparrows were observed in North Dakota 
and South Dakota on Sept. 11; the departure date 
for North Dakota was Oct. 8. Several North Dakota 
observers reported a good flight of White-throated 
Sparrows begining on Sept. 6 and ending on Oct. 
14. A few Fox Sparrows were seen in Grand Forks, 
N. Dak. between Sept. 24 and Oct. 20 (LS). 
Lincoln’s were ‘seen at various places in that state 
from Sept. 2 to Oct. 10. The main flight of Lapland 
Longspurs occurred in North Dakota from Oct. 11 
to Nov. 11. Lacreek Refuge in South Dakota re- 
ported large flocks after Nov. 11 (KK). Several 
hundred Smith's Longspurs were found with Lap- 
tands in the Grand Forks area on Oct. 13 and 15. 
Dr. Summers noted that the Laplands were spread 
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out everywhere, over plowed fields, burned-over 
ground, roads, ditches, etc., but that Smith’s were 
found in one place only, near a farm pond adjacent 
to hay land. Snow Buntings arrived in North Dakota 
the last week in October—ANN M. GAMMELL, Ken- 
mare, N. Dak. and Howarp S. HUENECKE, Des Lacs 
National Wildlife Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.— 
Weather was generally mild and dry except for some 
localities in the western and eastern borders of the 
Region where late sum- 
mer and autumn rains 
filled many ponds and 
raised water levels in 
the larger reservoirs. In 
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ses—Common ___ Loons 
were seen in more localities than usual. One stayed 
at Denton, Tex., Oct. 8-30, the second county record 
(V. Hamilton, K. and R. Rylander). An Arctic Loon 
seen near Colorado Springs on Nov. 3 constitutes one 
of the few records of this species in Colorado (I. 
Cantor). A Western Grebe at Oklahoma City on 
Nov. 13 was the second record in that locality (Mr. 
and Mrs. J. E. Martin). One seen near Coleman, 
Tex. on Nov. 13 was a new county record (Mrs. 
M. Durham). A Magnificent Frigate-bird was seen 
at the Bitter Lakes Wildlife Refuge near Roswell, 
N. Mex., Oct. 4-6 (L. E. Beatty, D. L. Boggs, and 
M. I. Goldman). This is believed to be a first state 
record. The Yellow-crowned Night Heron was seen 
at Midland, Tex., Aug. 14-17 (Mrs. H. Williams). 
This species is rarely reported in this locality. A 
Wood Ibis was seen on Oct. 5 and collected on 
Oct. 14 (KR, et al.) and another was noted at Den- 
ton on Nov. 2 (Mr. and Mrs. Kostelic). This species 
is a casual visitor in the Region. 

Waterfowl_—The flight of ducks and geese was 
generally heavier than last year although some ob- 
servers reported few waterfowl. A Whistling Swan 
was observed for the first time near Clayton, N. Mex. 
(N. Gray, A. J. Krehbiel and P. Snoeberger). A 
flock of White-fronted Geese seen at the Bitter 
Lakes Refuge on Sept. 8 was several months earlier 
that usual (V. Montgomery). The Old-squaw was 
seen for the first time at Fountain, Colo. on Nov. 3 
(IC) and one shot at Lake Carl Blackwell near Still- 
water on Nov. 16 (E. Deal) added to the handful 
of Oklahoma records. 

Vultures and Hawks——The hawk migration was 
generally light and inconspicuous with only one 
spectacular concentration reported. Rodent and rabbit 








populations are very low in Oklahoma resulting in a 
rapid movement of predatory birds through the state 
(FMB). Between Sept. 10 and Sept. 20 a concentra- 
tion of Swainson’s Hawks west of Clayton dotted the 
pastures over an area approximately 25 miles in 
diameter. Ranchers were pleased to see these birds 
which were feeding on grasshoppers. The Black 
Vulture, which is rare at Dallas, was noted on Sept. 
12 (Mrs. E. Winford). A Mississippi Kite at Guy- 
mon, Okla. on Sept. 18 (A. Felkel) and one at Still- 
water on Sept. 24 (FMB) were unusually late 
migrants. The Osprey was seen near Amarillo, Tex. 
on several dates between Sept. 5 and Oct. 8 (Mrs. 
D. Acord, Mr. and Mrs. J. Bailey). At Denton this 
species was observed on Oct. 8 (VH, RR). Ospreys 
are rare on the southern plains. A Peregrine Falcon 
near Amarillo on Oct. 9 (Mr. and Mrs. DA) and a 
Pigeon Hawk at Amarillo on Aug. 28 (DA) and 
again on Sept. 18 (D. Foreman) represent unusual 
locality records. 

Quail, Rails, Coot.——Both the Bob-white and the 
Scaled Quail showed an increase in Oklahoma 
(FMB) and at Amarillo (DA). In Cimarron County, 
Okla. Scaled Quail populztions were at least twice 
as large as those a year ag» (S. Schemnitz). A Sora 
was reported for the first time at Denton (VH). Am. 
Coot were unusually abundant on the plains east of 
Colorado Springs (Mrs. H. J. Wagner). 

Plovers through Terns.—Twenty-five Mountain 
Plover seen near Clayton represented the largest 
number seen in many years (AJK, ef al.). Am. 
Golden Plovers were recorded for the second time at 
Midland on Sept. 9-10 (J. Galley, Mr. and Mrs. 
HW ) and again on Nov. 20 (Mrs. JG, HW). The 
migration of sandpipers was generally heavy with a 
few birds arriving early and others remaining iate. 
For example, at Midland the first birds appeared on 
July 6; the peak of the flight was about Sept. 1 and 
a few “peeps” were still present on Dec. 4 (HW). 
At Amarillo the peak was about Aug. 27, a month 
earlier than usual (Mrs. DA). The Hudsonian Cur- 
lew was observed for the first time at Coleman on 
Nov. 22 and 25 (G. Smyth). A White-rumped Sand- 
piper was also a new species in that locality (MD). 
The Red-backed Sandpiper seen at Denton on Oct. 
22 was the first fall record (VH, RR). The Marbled 
Godwit was seen for the first time at Midland on 
Sept. 18-23 (HW, et al.). A Parasitic Jaeger seen at 
Marston Lake, Colo. on Sept. 25 (J. Chapin, J. 
Flavin) is believed to be the third record in the Den- 
ver area (D. Thatcher). Franklin's Gull continued 
to show sharply reduced populations in many locali- 
ties. What has happened to the thousands of birds 
that moved across the Oklahoma wheat fields in 
recent years? Bonaparte’s Gull, which is a casual 
visitor, was seen for the second time at Oklahoma 
City on Nov. 6 (FMB, JEM), and one at Coleman on 
Oct. 29 was a new locality record (MD). A Forster’s 
Tern seen at Midland on Oct. 3 was a new county 
record (W. Ammon). Two Caspian Terns observed 
at Tulsa on Oct. 6 (Mrs. B. Reynolds, Mrs. H. 
Spore) added to the limited number of Oklahoma 
records. Black Terns seemed to be unusually scarce, 
particularly at Dallas (EW). 
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Doves through Woodpeckers—Mourning Doves 
still appear to be on the increase. At Fowler, Colo. 
small flocks could be found at the end of November, 
much later than usual (Mrs. P. Hendricks). A 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo at Fowler on Aug. 26 is be- 
lieved to be a new locality record (PH). Two Long- 
eared Owls were seen near Canyon, Tex. on Oct. 
21 (JB); one taken at Coleman on Nov. 18 was 
a new locality record (MD). A White-throated Swift 
seen at Coleman on Sept. 7 was another unusual 
distribution record. The Red-shafted Flicker, which 
is rare at Dallas, was observed on Oct. 18 and Nov. 
10 (D. England). Red-headed Woodpeckers showed 
a marked increase over last year. Near Denver, 22 
were secn on Sept. 3, an unusually large number for 
this area (JF). Williamson’s Sapsucker was found 
at Palo Duro Canyon on Nov. 6, where the species 
was seen for the first time last February (DA). An 
Acorn Woodpecker seen at Midland on Oct. 20 
(Mrs. J. W. LeSassier) was about 300 miles away 
from suitable habitat (HW). 

Flycatchers through Jays—Three Eastern King- 
birds were seen during the first week of September 
at Midland where this species is very rare (HW). 
One of the few records of the Olive-sided Flycatcher 
at Tulsa was one seen on Sept. 10-11 (Mr. and Mrs. 
O. Letson, Mr. and Mrs. BR). Thousands of Horned 
Larks were seen on the prairies 35 miles east of 
Roswell on Nov. 27. Such numbers are quite unusual 
(VM). A Tree Swallow seen at Midland on Dec. 
4 was a new locality record and a very late date (Mr. 
and Mrs. HW). A Blue Jay at Weldona, Colo. on 
Oct. 26 was a very rare straggler (H. Rollin). A 
Pinon Jay at the same place on Oct. 7 was another 
interesting distribution record (HR). One of the 
features of the season was the movement of Clark’s 
Nutcrackers onto the plains. First noted at the 
Lowry Bombing Range 30 miles east of the moun- 
tains on Sept. 16 these birds were noted at several 
localities on the Colorado plains near Denver in 
October and November (DT). This species was also 
recorded near Colorado Springs on Nov. 19 (HJW). 
Another new locality record was one seen north of 
Clayton on Oct. 2 (E. Traylor). 

Wrens through Starlings—A Short-billed Marsh 
Wren was seen at Tulsa on Oct. 2 (Tulsa Aud. Soc.). 
This species is a casual visitor in Oklahoma. A Cat- 
bird was seen at Weldona on Sept. 21-22 (HR) 
and at Fowler on Sept. 23 (PH). Am. Robins and 
Mountain Bluebirds appeared in mid-October at Cole- 
man where both species cannot be expected until mid- 
winter (MD). A Mountain Bluebird found dead at 
Denton on Nov. 12 was east of its normal winter 
range (VH). A Wood Thrush at Dallas on Oct. 
24-25 was west of the normal migration route (D. 
England). Townsend’s Solitaire was reported for 
the first time at Bartlesville, Okla. on Nov. 6-15 
(Mrs. A. M. Mery, ef al.). This species was unusually 
plentiful in the Amarillo region on the high plains 
as well as in the canyons (DA, JB). Loggerhead 
Shrikes were more plentiful at Weldona than they 
have been in ten years (HR) and also were found 
to be fairly common in the Denver region (DT, L. J. 
Lyon). Flocks of the Common Starling were seen 
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more frequently than before at Stillwater (FMB) and 
also showed a big increase at Commerce, Tex. (Mrs. 
N. S. O'Neil). 

Warblers through Blackbirds —The warbler mj. 
gration was characteristically spotty—some observers 
saw practically none while others reported a num. 
ber of species. A Yellow Warbler near Colorado 
Springs on Oct. 29 was a very late straggler (HJW). 
About ten Magnolia Warblers seen at Cheyenne. 
Wyo. on Oct. 9 constitute an unusual locality record 
(Mr. and Mrs. C. Snyder). Black-throated Green 
Warblers seen at Midland on Aug. 27 (L. O. 
Thompson) and again on Oct. 14 (Mrs. E. R. At. 
will, JG) were west of their normal route. The 
Northern Water-thrush was reported for the first 
time at Tulsa on Sept. 19 (E. Hayes, Mrs. BR): at 
Alva, Okla. a bird thought to be this species was 
observed on Aug. 28 (P. Nighswonger). On the 
night of Oct. 22, 15 Mourning Warblers and one 
Connecticut Warbler were killed by a TV tower 
at Topeka. The latter constituted the first fall record 
and the first specimen record for Kansas (L. B. Car. 
son). The Connecticut Warbler was seen at Dallas 
on Sept. 26 (EW). The Rusty Blackbird was 
identified for the first time at Weldona on Sept. 9 
(HR); another new locality in Colorado was Platte- 
ville where 300-400 were seen on Oct. 4 (Mrs. J. 
Lett). . 

Finches through Sparrows.—The fall migration was 
much heavier than a year ago with a few species 
displaying spectacular concentrations. Two Blue 
Grosbeaks seen near Fowler on Aug. 28 were late 
migrants (PH). A Dickcissel observed at Topeka on 
Nov. 6 was several weeks late (T. W. Nelson). 
Evening Grosbeaks were seen for the first time in 
a number of years at Amarillo when a small flock 
was noted, Nov. 13-27 (DA, et a/.). A Red Crossbill 
at Bladen, Neb. on Oct. 29 was the second record in 
that locality (H. Turner). A small flock found in Nor- 
man, Okla. during the first week of December 
represented a new locality (G. M. Sutton). The 
Lark Buntings appeared to be spotty in their distribu- 
tion. Few were seen at Weldona (HR) and at Mid- 
land (HW); elsewhere numbers were normal ex- 
cept at Coleman where large flocks were seen in 
late November (MD). The migration of Clay-colored 
Sparrows at Amarillo was most impressive. It was 
seen from Aug. 30 to Oct. 9; when the peak popula- 
tion occurred, about Sept. 20, several thousand birds 
drifted through the residential districts with hundreds 
sitting on the wires and lawns at one time (DA). 
A Field Sparrow seen at Weldona until Oct. 18 was 
the first record in at least 15 years (HR). Harris's 
Sparrows were noted west of their regular range at 
Clayton (AJK) and at Palo Duro Canyon on Nov. 
6 (Mrs. DA). White-crowned Sparrows revealed a 
peculiar pattern of distribution in Oklahoma. Ap- 
parently normal in numbers in most localities, not 
a single bird was seen or trapped at Alva (PN) or 
Stillwater (Mrs. FMB). The first fall record of the 
White-throated Sparrow at the Wichita Wildlife 
Refuge was made on Nov. 24-26 (KR, RR). This 
species was observed at Amarillo on Oct. 2 and Nov. 
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SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—Temperatures at 9 
widely-separated weather stations averaged from 
slightly to as much as 7 degrees below normal during 
most of the fall 
season, on the basis 
of weekly  sum- 
maries. Rainfall was 
excessive on the 

gfocKPoRT coast to deficient in- 
GFonpus crmists land. The entire 
Texas coast experi- 
enced a rainy first 
half of September, 
with torrential rains, 
high tides, and 
heavy squall winds occurring from Corpus Christi 
southward in association with tropical storm “Gladys” 
—mostly on Sept. 6. The heavy rains tapered out 50 
to 100 miles inland, and much of drought-stricken 
South Texas remained dry. Hurricane “Hilda,” which 
moved around Tampico, Mex., on Sept. 19, raised 
tides from Corpus Christi southward but caused no 
excessive precipitation in the Region. A series of dry 
cool fronts, which moved downstate in rapid suc- 
cession, dominated the weather picture from the 
second week in October through the first week in 
November. An Arctic cold front brought unseason- 
ably early freezing temperatures and light snow to 
the northern edge of the Region on Nov. 8. 

No unusually heavy land bird migration was 
reported from inland points, but when the evidence 
was weighed it became apparent that a great number 
of birds had come down on a fast-moving cool front 
which pushed into the Region on the evening of Oct. 
6. Most flycatchers, vireos, warblers and orioles had 
moved from the northern part of the Region by Oct. 
1. As the first norther moved into the Gulf, the 
sudden influx of many winter species—geese, ducks, 
flickers, House Wrens, Brown Thrashers, kinglets and 
sparrows—supplied a dramatic transition from sum- 
mer to winter. Skies were clear behind the front, 
lessening the likelihood of heavy concentrations, and 
high winds discouraged observers. 

Grebes, Herons —The Red-necked Grebe, very 
rare in this Region, was reported on Sept. 1 at Rob 
and Bessie Welder Wildlife Foundation (between 
Sinton and Taft in San Patricio County) by Clarence 
Cottam, director. Horned Grebes were found at 
Cove on Nov. 6 (A. K. McKay); at Austin on- Nov. 
19 (Mrs. W. D. Anderson, Fred S. Webster) ; and at 
Welder on Nov. 25 (CC). Eared Grebes were re- 
ported at Rockport on Oct. 15 (Carrie Holcomb, Mrs. 
Norma C. Oates) and at Welder on Oct. 28 (CC). 
Post-nuptial visitors of the heron family were more 
numerous than usual in the Austin area. Mixed 
flocks of as many as 35 Snowy Egrets and immature 
Little Blue Herons were moving up the Colorado 
River between Aug. 20 and 25, and a flock of 13 
birds was seen as late as Oct. 1. A total of 19 Am. 

















Egrets were counted between Aug. 6 and 24, and 18 
Louisiana Herons between Aug. 20 and Sept. 11. 
At least 1 Yellow-crowned Night Heron could be 
seen on the river near downtown Austin any day 
between July 15 and Oct. 15, whereas only 6 Black- 
crowned Night Herons were recorded between Sept. 
4 and Oct. 8 (Edgar B. Kincaid, FSW ). 

Cattle Egret_—The first authenticated record of the 
Cattle Egret in Texas was coincident with the annual 
Rockport field trip of the Texas Ornithological 
Society. Edgar B. Kincaid, editor of the society's 
newsletter, writes as follows: “In on the original 
discovery of the first Cattle Egret on Mustang Island, 
5 miles south of Port Aransas, Nov. 25, were Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Palmore Harrison, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
W. Hamilton, and Mrs. Jack Hagar. By Nov. 28 at 
least 30 TOS members, including field expert Frank 
Watson, had certified that the bird was indeed a 
Cattle Egret. The individual Carrie Holcomb, Mrs. 
T. J. Richmond and I saw was about Snowy Egret 
size but the head appeared bigger and the neck 
somewhat shorter. There was a noticeable bulge in 
the upper part of the throat as if it were stuffed 
with cotton. The bill was stubby, for an egret, and 
yellow. Both legs and feet appeared black. The bird 
kept constantly about the feet or heads of cattle 
except for one brief round trip to a fresh water pool 
where there were a number of gulls.” 

Ibises, Spoonbills, Swans—As in recent years, the 
Wood Ibis occurred in appreciable numbers. It was 
reported as very numerous at Rockport on Aug. 17 
(Mrs. Conger N. Hagar). On the upper coast, it was 
first seen at Cove on Aug. 1 (AKM) and last seen 
at Anahuac on Oct. 30 (Ruth Moorman, Leota Stil- 
well, NCO). McKay reported many thousands of 
White-faced Ibis south of Anahuac in mid-November, 
and many hundreds of White Ibis in the same area 
to Oct. 9. A single Roseate Spoonbill was seen on 
the river east of Austin on Aug. 24, the second 
known occurrence in Travis County (EBK, FSW, 
Fred S. Webster, Sr.). Mrs. Hagar reported the 
shooting of a Whistling Swan on Mustang Island 
on Nov. 4. This species was formerly abundant on 
the central coast in winter, but in her 20 years at 
Rockport, Mrs. Hagar has seen only two individuals. 

W aterfowl—Migrating waterfowl reached the 
Texas coast early. An aerial count of the entire 
coastline, taken by the Texas Game and Fish Com- 
mission on Oct. 24-25 and 30-31, put the total! 
waterfowl population (geese, ducks and coot) at 
1,663,500—far above normal. Geese were tallied as 
follows: Canada 40,700; Snow 190,000; and Blue 
13,000. Redheads at 698,200 and Pintails at 395,600 
provided the bulk of the duck population. Am. Coots 
were counted at 215,500. These totals do not include 
inland concentrations. The Commission’s Nov. 20-23 
count totals were far below normal—at least a 
million ducks short—as great numbers of Redheads 
and Pintails had gone to Mexico ahead of a norther 
(William S. Jennings). 

The first general migration of geese came on the 
norther which entered the Region on the evening of 
Oct. 6. First Canada, White-fronted, Snow and Blue 
Geese were reported at the Aransas National Wild- 
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life Refuge on Oct. 7 (Joshua J. Harman). McKay 
remarked that this year 50 per cent of Blue and Snow 
Geese appeared to be immatures. South of Anahuac 
on Nov. 5 he saw a flight composed of hundreds of 
thousands of these birds. Also, he reported hundreds 
of White-fronted Geese south of Anahuac in Novem- 
ber, the most in 30 years. Blue-winged Teal were 
seen at Austin from Aug. 31 to Nov. 3 (FSW) and 
at Cove from Aug. 14 to Oct. 17 (AKM). Mallards 
arrived at Cove on Oct. 29, the latest ever, and an 
immense migration occurred there on Nov. 4 
(AKM). Two Am. Golden-eyes were at Welder on 
Oct. 17, an early date (CC). Three Hooded Mergan- 
sers were killed south of Anmahuac on Nov. 27 
(AKM). This species is rare in South Texas. Five 
Hooded Mergansers were at Aransas Refuge on Nov. 
23 and 5 Am. Mergansers were there on Dec. 5 
(JJH). 

Hawks.—Dr. Cottam reported the only Mississippi 
Kites. Three were seen at Welder on Sept. 21, and 
6 with a mixed flight of hawks on Sept. 27. A 
migration of around 100-150 Broad-winged Hawks 
was seen at Little Thicket Nature Sanctuary near 
Evergreen on Sept. 17 (Luta E. Buchanan, Joe M. 
Heiser, Jr.). From Beeville, Mrs. A. H. Geiselbrecht 
reported a flight of about 800 on Sept. 21, about 
150 on Sept. 30 and about 500 on Oct. 1. An addi- 
tional flight of about 400 on Oct. 1 was composed 
of both Broad-winged and Swainson’s Hawks. A 
large migration of hawks—mostly Broad-wings with 
a few Swainson’s—was encountered south of La 
Ward (Jackson County) on Oct. 15 (CH, NCO). 
They were in groups of 20 to 40, moving in a 
southwesterly direction in a seemingly endless stream. 
This migration was again encountered west of Port 
Lavaca, about 25 miles SW of La Ward. The largest 
flight at Welder occurred on Sept. 27 when over 
200 birds, including Broad-winged, Red-tailed and 
Red-shouldered Hawks, were in the air at one time 
over the headquarters area (CC). About 50 Swain- 
son’s Hawks were seen at Friday Mountain Camp 
(in Hays County, about 15 miles southwest of 
Austin) on Oct. 12 (Frances J. Gillotti) and about 
47 in Austin on Oct. 24 (Ada Marie Webster, FSW). 
Two Golden Eagles arrived at Welder on Nov. 26 
(CC); they are extremely rare in this part of the 
Region. The Marsh Hawk was first seen near Houston 
(NCO, LS) and at Cove (AKM) on Sept. 4. By 
Nov. 1 they were very numerous throughout the 
Houston area. Ospreys reached Cove on Sept. 15 
(AKM), Rockport on Sept. 16 (CNH), Austin on 
Sept. 25 (FSW), and Welder on Sept. 26 (CC). 
Cottam reported the Prairie Falcon at Welder on 
Oct. 8, and one was on Mustang Island on Nov. 21 
(CNH, MAH, CWH, Mrs. Katherine Richmond). 
Mrs. Hagar considers this species very rare in the 
Rockport area. Kincaid saw a Sparrow Hawk in 
flight over San Antonio on Aug. 31. This species 
reached Welder on Sept. 1 (CC); Rockport on Sept. 
3 (CNH); Houston on Sept. 4 (NCO, LS); and 
Beeville and Cove on Sept. 7 (AHG and AKM). 
McKay remarked that migrants at Cove were flying 
northeastward as usual when migrating southward. 
Cranes.—Harman reported that the first Whooping 
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Cranes were seen on Aransas Refuge on Oct. 18, a 
family group of 2 adults and 1 juvenal. On Oct, 27 
9 adults and 4 juvenals were counted. The first aerial 
count of the season, on Nov. 4, revealed 20 adults 
and 8 young of the year. Two of the families were 
composed of 2 adults and 2 young each, four of the 
families were composed of 2 adults and 1 young 
each, and the remainder (all adult birds) were 
found in pairs. As of Dec. 12 the population fe. 
mained the same. One bird which had flown north 
last spring had failed to return. First Sandhill Crane 
arrivals were 2 birds at Aransas Refuge on Sept. 20: 
a peak of 2000 was counted there on Nov. 23 
(JJH). 

Shorebirds—Mrs. Hagar reported a big migration 
of plovers at Rockport on Sept. 4. Species involved 
were Piping, Ringed, Wilson’s and _ Black-bellied 
Plover. A Ruddy Turnstone at Cove on Nov. 5 was 
a first record for that month (AKM). Wilson's Snipe 
appeared at Welder on Sept. 3 (CC); at Cove on 
Sept. 21 (AKM); at Austin on Sept. 24 (FSW); 
and at Rockport on Oct. 9 (CNH). Cottam reported 
a peak of 100+ at Welder on Nov. 25, while 
McKay remarked that it was a poor season for the 
species at Cove. First migrating Upland Sandpipers 
were recorded at Beeville on July 25. Mrs. Geisel- 
brecht reported heaviest migration on Sept. 12 and 13, 
although they were seen to Oct. 2. Many birds were 
heard flying over Austin before dawn on Sept. 24 
during the passage of a wet cool front (FSW). Soli- 
tary Sandpipers arrived in the Austin area on July 17, 
were present continuously from Aug. 20 to Sept. 4, 
and one was seen as late as Nov. 13 (FSW). Large 
numbers of Buff-breasted Sandpipers were at Rock- 
port on Aug. 16 and 17 (CNH); small numbers 
were at Cove, Sept. 2 to 4 (AKM); and a flock was 
seen on the golf course at Galveston on Sept. 3 
(NCO, LS). McKay found Am. Avocets at Cove on 
Oct. 23 and 29, a total of 20 individuals—more 
than his total for 21 years at Cove. Large flocks of 
Black-necked Stilts were seen on Galveston Island 
on Aug. 7 (Mrs. Josiephine Wilkin). McKay te- 
ported the species at Cove on Oct. 9, 1 day later 
than previously recorded. 

Gulls, Terns.—Franklin’s Gulls were reported in 
great numbers from the Houston and Rockport areas 
on Oct. 29 and 30. Mrs. Oates and others saw a 
large concentration feeding over grain fields west of 
Houston on Oct. 29, and found the species east of 
Houston on the following day. A peak of about 20,- 
000 was estimated for Cove on Oct. 29 (AKM). 
Mrs. Hagar reported migrants by the thousands at 
Rockport on Oct. 30. Black Terns were migrating by 
the hundreds at Rockport on Aug. 24 and 27 (CNH). 
Thousands were seen on a trip up the coast from 
Galveston to High Island on Sept. 11 (NCO, LS). 

Cuckoos, Nighthawks, Swifts —Black-billed Cuc- 
koos arrived early, at Welder on Aug. 24 (CC) and 
at Cove on Sept. 4 (AKM). The Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo was seen as late as Oct. 22 in the Galveston 
area (NCO, et al.). L. N. Dexter reported that on 
Sept. 8 several Common Nighthawks landed on an 
oil exploration boat about 25 miles out from Port 
Aransas, apparently exhausted from contending with 
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heavy squalls in the Gulf. Peak migration of this 
species occurred at Welder during the first week of 
September (CC). About 12 birds were seen flying 
southeastward over Houston on Oct. 31 (Jerry 
Baker). The last Chimney Swift was reported from 
Beeville on Oct. 11 (AHG); Austin on Oct. 12 
(FSW); College Station on Oct. 14 (Keith L, 
Dixon) ; Cove on Oct. 16 (AKM); and Houston on 
Oct. 27 (Stephen G. Williams). 

Hummingbirds —The hummingbird migration at 
Rockport, as reported by Mrs. Hagar, was remarkable. 
Starting in late August, movement was continuous 
through mid-October, and on several dates might be 
referred to as an inundation of birds. Mrs. Hagar list- 
ed the following peak dates: Sept. 4, 8, 15-17, 24, and 
26-27. Ruby-throats dominated the migration, but 
Black-chins (mentioned from Aug. 25 through Sept. 
27), Broad-tails (Sept. 10 to 27), Rufous Humming- 
birds (Sept. 16 and 17), and Anna’s Hummingbirds 
(Sept. 8 to 27) occurred in probable order of abun- 
dance as listed. The appearance of Anna’s Hum- 
mingbird was inexplicable. There was no previous 
record for the Texas coast. Five birds were found 
at “The Cove,’ just south of Rockport, and 12 birds 
in the “Jolly Roger Woods” area at the northern 
end of the peninsula and about 7 miles from ‘The 
Cove.” Also, 2 were found by Mills Wharf. Mrs. 
Hagar listed observations on Sept. 8, 17, 24, 26 
and 27. Their appearance was preceded by 3 days 
of rain, with heavy squalls on Sept. 6. Mrs. Hagar 
remarked that no movement was noticeable, as she 
found them at the same places every time. Both males 
and females were present. The males had red fore- 
heads, while a few red spots were very noticeable on 
the throats of the females. These birds appeared 
“huge” as they fed with Ruby-throated, Black- 
chinned and Rufous Hummingbirds. Mrs. Hagar 
listed the following observers in addition to herself: 
Mrs. T. J. Richmond, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Hill 
of Cleveland, Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hamilton, 
and Jim Phillips. No enlightening comments on the 
hummingbird migration were made by other observers 
throughout the Region. (We failed to receive a 
report from the Rio Grande Valley this season.) 

Woodpeckers—A general migration of Yellow- 
shafted Flickers occurred with the cool front which 
entered the Region on the evening of Oct. 6. Oct. 
7 was the date for first arrivals at Austin (FSW), 
Friday Mountain (FJG), and Houston (SGW and 
others). Substantial numbers were reported at Bee- 
ville (AHG), Rockport (CNH), and Cove (AKM) 
on Oct. 8. The Red-shafted Flicker was seen in Austin 
on Oct. 7 (Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Oldenburg). 
Heiser reported 2 at Little Thicket Sanctuary on 
Oct. 9. The ratio of Red-shafted to Yellow-shafted 
Flickers at Austin was estimated at 1 to 4 during 
the season (FSW); at Welder, Cottam set the ratio 
at 1 to 10 during the peak migration on Oct. 15. 

Flycatchers, Jays—The Western Kingbird, a rare 
migrant on the upper coast, was seen more fre- 
quently and later than usual. One was reported 
from Houston on Oct. 9 (CWH); 2 near Alief 
(west of Houston) on Oct. 23 (Carol Watson, 
David Watson, LS); 3 on Galveston Island on 


Nov. 24 (RM, NCO, LS); and 1 at Cove on 
Nov. 29 (AKM). Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were 
lingering at Mansfield Dam west of Austin at least 
a month later than usual; 5 were seen on Nov. 20 
and 26 (FSW, Mrs. FSW, Sr.). McKay reported a 
count of 5 Crested Flycatchers seen at Cove between 
Sept. 4 and 18 as the fewest ever. An early push, 
including Empidonax and Olive-sided Flycatchers, 
and Eastern Wood Pewees was noted at Rockport 
(CNH) and Austin (FSW) on Aug. 13. Eastern 
Phoebes moved into the Region in first appreciable 
numbers with the norther of Oct. 6. The only report 
of the Say’s Phoebe was one at Welder on Oct. 8 
(CC). Vermilion Flycatchers continued to increase 
in numbers in the northeastern part of the Region. 
Three single birds and a pair were reported from 
4 different localities in the Houston area between 
Oct. 8 and Nov. 6 (Jimmy Murray, NCO, JW and 
others). A total of 15 was counted at Cove from 
Sept. 25 to Nov. 27, with a peak of 8 on Oct. 9 
(AKM). A pair of Steller’s Jays, a species which 
very rarely wanders into the hill country of the 
Edwards Plateau, was seen and carefully studied 
in southern Bandera County on November 5 (FJG). 
This observation was made at an estimated altitude 
of 1500 feet in cedar and Spanish oak habitat. 

Creepers, Wrens, Thrashers —The Brown Creeper 
arrived at College Station on Oct. 9 (KLD); in 
Houston on Oct. 19 (CWH); and at Austin on 
Oct. 22 (FSW). The House Wren was reported 
at Welder on Sept. 27 (CC), but was not seen in 
Austin (FSW), Beeville (AHG) and Cove (AKM) 
until Oct. 8. A major push of Brown Thrashers 
followed the norther of Oct. 6. They were numerous 
at Little Thicket Sanctuary (JMH), in the Houston 
area (JB, NCO, et al.), and at Rockport (CNH) 
on Oct. 8. A total count of 6 Sage Thrashers was 
made in the hill country west of Austin on Oct. 29 
(Marshall C. Johnston, AMW, FSW). 

Robins through Starlings—On Nov. 15, Mrs. 
Bruce Reid reported Am. Robins coming into the 
Beaumont area nearly a month ahead of time. Many 
were at Little Thicket Sanctuary on Dec. 11 (JMH). 
On the central coast, Mrs. Hagar reported huge 
flocks at Rockport on Nov. 22. Robins arrived 
at Beeville on Nov. 7 and were plentiful by the 
last week in November, early for such numbers 
(AHG). Arrival of the Hermit Thrush at Cove 
on Oct. 15 equaled the earliest date (AKM). It 
was seen in Rockport on Oct. 18 (CNH) and at 
Austin on Oct. 19 {(EBK). Three Mountain Blue- 
birds, which appeared at Friday Mountain on Nov. 
28 (Walter Broemer), were the only ones reported 
in the Region.~Few reports of the Golden-crowned 
Kinglet were received. It was seen in northeastern 
Waller County on Oct. 23 (NCO, Noel Perley, 
et al.); at Austin on Oct. 25 (FSW); and at College 
Station on Oct. 29 (KLD). Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were seen in Austin on Sept. 30 (FSW); south of 
Silsbee (BR) and at College Station (KLD) on 
Oct. 2, but were not generally noticed until after 
the norther of Oct. 6. Water Pipits reached Austin 
on Oct. 7 and were common by mid-November 
(FSW). Numbers were at Cove on Oct. 29 (AKM) 
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and many were noted in the Houston area on Oct. 
30 (Mrs. Edna W. Miner, ef al.). Two Sprague’s 
Pipits were seen at Cove on Nov. 6 (AKM), and 
the species was recorded at Welder on Nov. 11 
(CC). Cedar Waxwings were first reported at College 
Station (KLD) and at Palmetto State Park (Gon- 
zales County—FSW) on Nov. 19, and at Beeville 
on Nov. 21 (AHG). Common Starlings invaded 
the Region in numbers unusually early. Thousands 
were found near Dewalt (southwest of Houston) 
on Oct. 30 (NCO). 

Vireos, Warblers—No_ widespread migratory 
waves were detected. The season was interesting, 
however, for some fall rarities and some very late 
dates. An adult White-eyed Vireo at Palmetto State 
Park on Nov. 19 was about a month late (FSW). 
A Black and White Warbler was seen at Rockport 
on Nov. 20 (CWH). The Prothonotary Warbler, 
unusual in fall, was seen at Cove (3) on Aug. 30 
(AKM); at Rockport on Sept. 8 (CNH); and in 
the Galveston area on Sept. 11 (NCO, LS). A 
Worm-eating Warbler at Cove on Oct. 21 was 
1 day later than the previous record (AKM). The 
Nashville Warbler was the most numerous fall 
warbler at Cove; around 100 were counted on Oct. 
8 (AKM). The Yellow Warbler was most numerous 
at Austin (FSW) and at Beeville where 35 birds 
were found in a very small area during a mixed 
wave of warblers on Aug. 25 (AHG). The Myrtle 
Warbler, a common winter resident, was first re- 
ported from near Silsbee on Sept. 20 (BR). It 
was not found at Austin until Nov. 8, a late date, 
and relatively few were seen during the remainder 
of the period (FSW). Cerulean Warblers, not to 
be expected in fall, were “common” at Welder on 
Sept. 7; Cottam reported 3 in one group. Two 
Blackburnian Warblers were found at Galveston 
County Park on Sept. 10 (Mrs. Darris Massingill, 
RM, NCO, LS) and 1 at Austin on Sept. 11 (FSW). 
Immature Chestnut-sided Warblers were seen at 
Austin on Sept. 11 and Oct. 8 (FSW). Only 2 
Northern Water-thrushes were seen at Cove, on 
Aug. 27 and Sept. 2; McKay commented that they 
were never scarce there before. The Connecticut 
Warbler is never common in the Region, especially 
not in fall; it is of unusual interest to note, there- 
fore, that Cottam reported them ‘‘common” at Welder 
on Sept. 28. Two birds were collected. Very late 
Black-capped Warblers were found in Austin on 
Nov. 20 (EBK, FSW) and in Houston on Nov. 30 
(CWH), at least 6 weeks after the main migration 
dates. The Prairie Warbler, very rare in this 
Region, was seen at Cove on Aug. 27 and Sept. 11 
(one each date—AKM). One was seen at Beeville 
on Aug. 25 (AHG). McKay reported Am. Redstarts 
fewer in number than ever before at Cove. 

Blackbirds, Orioles —Bobolinks, extremely rare in 
the Region, were reported migrating through Welder 
between Sept. 7 and Oct. 15 (CC). Two Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds at Welder on Sept. 23 were the 
only ones reported this season. Orchard Orioles 
migrated early through the central part of the Region, 
being last seen in Austin on Aug. 31 (FSW) and 
in Beeville on Sept. 8 (AHG). Most migrants had 
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passed through Cove by Sept. 4, but 1 on Oct, 9 
was the second October record for tha 
(AKM). 

Finches and Sparrows.—Jule R. Schmidt reported 
that 6 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks roosted in his yard 
in Houston during the night of Sept. 15. One ‘we 
at Cove on Oct. 2 and 2 on Oct. 8 (AKM). A very 
late male Indigo Bunting was at Austin on Noy, 29 
(EBK, AMW, FSW). A Painted Bunting at Cove 
on Nov. 19 was 23 days later than the previous 
record (AKM). The Purple Finch appeared jp 
central portions of the Region earlier and in greater 
numbers than usual. One was found in Austin on 
Oct. 23, but by Nov. 20 groups of 12 or more were 
occasionally seen into the winter period (AMY, 
FSW). Purple Finches were found at 2 locations 
in Palmetto State Park on Nov. 19 (AMW, FSW), 
and appeared at Little Thicket Sanctuary on Dec, 
11 (JMH). Pine Siskins reached the coast early, 
being seen at Cove on Nov. 20 (AKM) and at 
Rockport on Nov. 22 (CWH). The Green-tailed 
Towhee was reported only from Welder, where one 
was observed on Sept. 26 and Dec. 10 (CC). The 
Spotted Towhee arrived in Austin on Oct. 9 (EBK). 
A flock of 7 Lark Buntings was seen in eastern 
Travis County on Nov. 13 (J. P. Ferrill, FSW). 
Leconte’s Sparrow was at Cove on Oct. 23 and Nov. 
3, and the Sharp-tailed Sparrow was there on Oct. 
9 and 29 (AKM). A Slate-colored Junco, seen 
at Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge on 
Dec. 1, is the only known record for the southern 
tip of Texas (Luther C. Goldman). Harris's Spar- 
row was first seen in brush country south of Lockhart 
on Nov. 24. On Nov. 27 it was found generally 
distributed for several miles on either side of the 
Bastrop-Travis county line (AMW, FSW). A single 
bird was seen near Silsbee on Dec. 7 (BR), and 
an unspecified number at Little Thicket Sanctuary 
on Dec. 11 (JMH). White-crowned Sparrows were 
seen in Austin on Oct. 22 (CCO). On Nov. 13 
they were notably abundant in the brush country 
of eastern Travis County and western Bastrop 
County, where they remained throughout the period. 
At least 50 per cent of those observed were im- 
matures (FSW). White-throated Sparrows arrived 
early in the Silsbee area, Sept. 29 (BR). They were 
at Cove on Oct. 15, 1 day earlier than ever before 
(AKM). Steve Williams reported them unusually 
numerous in the Houston area since Nov. 7.— 
FreD S. WEBSTER, JR., 4926 Strass Dr., Austin 3, 
Tex. 
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PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—August and September were warmer and 
drier than usual, extending the summer season. How- 
ever, except for a few stragglers, some of which stayed 
remarkably late, August and September migrants ap- 
peared to depart about on schedule. Fall rains began 
in mid-September at Libby, with snow in the moun- 
tains. Winter struck very early throughout the Region, 
bringing snow and temperatures far below zero by 
mid-November. Temperatures moderated during the 
remainder of the month but the snow persisted. The 
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cold snap, while too late to affect most migrants, 
caused some late-staying species to hurry their de- 
parture and some winter visitors to appear earlier 
than usual. 

Unless otherwise credited, observations from the 
Bozeman, Mont., area are those of Clifford V. Davies; 
Great Falls, Mont., area, John Person, Gorham Swan- 
berg and Thomas Walker; Missoula, and Ninepipe 
and Kicking Horse Reservoirs, Mont., Ralph L. Hand; 
Moscow and Lewiston, Idaho, Pullman and Turnbull 
Wildlife Refuge, Wash., Jared Verner; Spokane, 
Wash., area, Stephen O. Stanley, and Libby, Mont., 
the editor. 

Loons, Grebes, Herons—A few Common Loons 
were migrating through Great Falls during the last 
half of October. Three were seen on the Missouri 
River, Oct. 24. Hand reported 15 Red-necked Grebes 
at Seeley Lake, northeast of Missoula, Sept. 4. Horned 
Grebes were at Great Falls from Sept. 17 to Nov. 5. 
The highest number was 5. One bird was picked up 
in Libby on Sept. 20, as were a Western Grebe, Nov. 
20, and a Pied-billed, Nov. 13. The birds appear to 
lose their way during the night, often in fog, and 
alight in town, then are unable to take off again. A 
few Eared Grebes were noted at Seeley Lake (RLH) 
and Great Falls. A few Westerns were noted by all 
reporters and about 60 were seen, Oct. 22, on a lake 
north of Sandpoint, Idaho (TR). John Person re- 
ported 12 Double-crested Cormorants, Aug. 19, near 
Great Falls. A Great Blue Heron still lingered near 
Three Forks, Mont., Nov. 6 (CVD). 

W aterfowl.—Whistling Swans were migrating dur- 
ing October and early November in northern Idaho 
and western Montana. Canada Geese stopped by hun- 
dreds at Turnbull during October (2500 on Oct. 23- 
SOS). On the same date, Davis saw about 50 Snow 
Geese flying high near the Bridger Mountains near 
Bozeman. S$. O. Stanley reported that ducks seemed to 
be concentrated at Turnbull and other lakes of the 
Columbia Basin, as potholes dried up early. Verner 
recorded 15,000 Mallards at Turnbull on Oct. 1. Up 
to 2000 were noted in the Great Falls area, but the 
cold weather of mid-November decreased their num- 
bers, as it did for Canada Geese and swans. Pintails 
were noted mainly at Turnbull (1000 on Aug. 1) 
and at Kicking Horse (rather common, Aug. 26). 
Green-winged Teal were commoner than usual around 
Misso ila and Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, and were 
fairly common in the Great Falls area. Blue-winged 


Teal (and perhaps Cinnamon) were fairly common at 
Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, but sporadic elsewhere. 
Wood Ducks were common at Missoula but scarcer at 
Spokane. Redheads were widely but sparingly re- 
corded, but Ring-necked Ducks appeared only at 
Turnball (74 on Oct. 1). At Great Falls, the Am. 
Golden-eye arrived early, Nov. 5, and reached a peak 
of over 500 on the Missouri on Thanksgiving Day. 
Buffle-heads were noted only at Lewiston (2 on Nov. 
25) and Ruddies were mainly at Turnbull (59 on 
Oct. 1). The fall duck migration, in spite of the 
late summer, arrived early at Turnbull. Species were 
well represented in October (W. A. Rodgers, fide 
SOS). 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles —At least 14 Turkey Vul- 
tures were in the colony at Missoula. The species was 
not noted elsewhere. Records of hawks were few, ex- 
cept from Great Falls, where Swainson’s migrated 
through in numbers (100 on Sept. 1). Rough-legged 
Hawks appeared there early (Oct. 22) but were not 
reported elsewhere. A Bald Eagle was noted near the 
close of the period near Spokane and at Libby (Doug- 
las Munts); Golden Eagles appeared on the prairies 
near Great Falls during October and November. Hand 
reported the Marsh Hawk as commoner than usual. 
Five Gyrfalcons appeared at Great Falls, Nov. 18. 
Walker suspects that the severe weather is responsible 
for so many of these birds arriving. A Sparrow Hawk 
was still at Spokane on Nov. 24 (Earl Pettibone). 

Coot and Shorebirds—Am. Coot were common as 
usual in Western Montana and eastern Washington. 
A Ringed Plover showed up at Great Falls, Aug. 30, 
and 5 at Potlatch, Idaho, a few days later (JV). Hand 
identified one at Kicking Horse on two days in 
August. Verner reported a Black-bellied Plover col- 
lected in Spokane County, Sept. 13, and 2 more seen 
near Cheney, Wash., Oct. 2. Some Killdeer lingered 
and probably will winter as usual in a few places. 
Wilson’s Snipe were gathering and migrating in 
September and October. Spotted Sandpipers were 
mostly gone by mid-September. The Solitary Sand- 
piper appeared first on July 11 at Turnbull and was 
noted sparingly at several places, with the latest rec- 
ord, Sept. 25, at Missoula (late). Greater Yellow- 
legs, scarce as usual, appeared at the early date of 
June 23 at Turnbull and also were noted there the 
latest (Oct. 23, SOS). Great Falls had the best mi- 
gration of Lesser Yellow-legs, with 250 on Aug. 24. 
Pectoral Sandpipers were recorded at Missoula and 
Libby (first records here for Hand and Rogers), and 
were fairly common at Turnbull in September. Least 
Sandpipers stayed later than usual at Libby, until 
Sept. 10, and until Oct. 2 at Turnbull. Great Falls 
had up to 110 Baird’s in August. Dowitchers were 
mostly migrating through Turnbull, where a few 
Sanderlings were also noted. Western Sandpipers ap- 
peared very early at Great Falls, on June 20, and were 
fairly common in several localities. Am. Avocets were 
not noted after August, and Wilson's and Northern 
Phalaropes were mostly gone before Sept. 1. ‘The 
former species of phalarope was abundant around 
Great Falls. 

Gulls and Terns.—Ring-billed Gulls were abundant 
as usual around some lake areas, but a few California 
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Gulls were seen at West Medical Lake, Wash. (SOS), 
as well as 2 Bonaparte’s, Oct. 12. One of the latter 
species appeared at Turnbull in July. An excellent 
migration of the Franklin’s Gull passed through the 
Great Falls area, with 5500 on Aug. 11 and nearly 
4000 on Sept. 26. Numbers of Common Terns also 
passed through during August. Hand noted single 
Forster's at Ninepipe and Kicking Horse, and Verner 
got a very late record of a Black Tern on Sept. 6 at 
Turnbull. 

Doves, Owls —A remarkable record of a Mourning 
Dove nest with 2 eggs and an adult on the nest on 
Sept. 11 was obtained near Three Forks, Mont., by 
Martin Dwyer. Horned Owls began appearing in 
Great Falls on Nov. 10 with the cold weather, and 
Pygmy Owls appeared in Libby by Nov. 14 (early), 
apparently due to the cold and snow. Short-eared 
Owls were noted at Ninepipe and Great Falls. 

Nighthawks, Swifts, Kingfishers, Hummingbirds. — 
The Common Nighthawk left on schedule in the first 
week in September, in spite of the warm, summery 
weather, except for a straggler in Spokane, Sept. 27. 
A Vaux’s Swift was noted on Aug. 28 at Libby, 
where it is rare, and was last seen at Missoula on 
the same date. Hummingbirds seemed very scarce. The 
only record was Hand’s last date of Aug. 25 for the 
Rufous. Belted Kingfishers were migrating into Turn- 
bull, beginning Aug. 19. 

W ood peckers.—The Red-shafted Flicker showed no 
appreciable migratory movement except at Great Falls, 
where most had left during October. The Yellow- 
shafted showed a very light migration, as usual, 
through Great Falls, where a hybrid was also noted. 
Lewis's Woodpecker was common at Missoula, scarce 
at Libby, and had mostly left by mid-September. A 
rare White-headed Woodpecker was seen near Spo- 
kane, Oct. 16 (Warren Hall, fide SOS). Yellow- 
bellied Sapsuckers seemed scarce and were not seen 
after September. Downy Woodpeckers appeared in 
Great Falls on Sept. 1. 

Flycatchers.—Most Eastern Kingbirds departed as 
usual, before Sept. 1, with a late bird at Turnbull, 
Sept. 9. The last date for the Western Kingbird was 
Sept. 5 at Great Falls. Traill’s was last noted at Libby, 
Aug. 8, and the Least, Aug. 18, in the Cabinet Moun- 
tains near Libby. The Western Flycatcher was not 
seen after early August (Missoula and Great Falls). 
Hand noted a very late Western Wood Pewee on 
Sept. 23. 

Larks, Swallows Horned Larks had mostly left 
the Spokane area before late October and showed a 
light flight at Missoula in early September. Violet- 
green and Tree Swallows left in August, excep* for 
25 of the latter noted on Sept. 11 near Spokane. 
Davis reported great flocks of Bank, Rough-winged, 
Barn and Cliff Swallows on Aug. 19 in the Gallatin 
valley, Montana. Barn Swallows, as usual, furnished 
the latest records of these (Sept. 11 at Spokane). 

Jays, Chickadees, Nuthatches—A flock of 15 or 
20 Steller’s Jays was noted, Oct. 15, in the Cabinet 
Mountains near Libby (Dale Smith), perhaps a ver- 
tical migration movement. The Am. Crow seemed to 
have migrated out of the Missoula area by mid-Sep- 
tember. Clark's Nutcracker appeared in flocks of 5 
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to 20 in the Spokane area by Sept. 15, but elsewhere 
appeared to remain in the mountains. Snow and cold 
at Libby forced Black-capped and Mountain Chick. 
adees into town to feeding stations much earlier than 
usual. The former species and Red-breasted Nyt. 
hatches had appeared in Great Falls, Aug. 23. 

Dippers, Wrens, Thrushes—Two Am. Dippers 
appeared at Great Falls, Nov. 16. House Wrens ap- 
peared to have left early (Aug. 24 at Missoula, Aug. 
26 at Libby), but a late bird was at Spokane, Sept. 
30. A Long-billed Marsh Wren remained until Noy. 
20 near Great Falls, but the Rock Wren had disap. 
peared by mid-September. Am. Robins were generally 
flocking and moving in early October. Varied 
Thrushes were still present in the Cabinet Mountains 
the last of October (Bill Cole) but arrived at feeding 
stations in Spokane by Nov. 15. The Hermit Thrush 
was reported only by Verner, whose last date was 
Sept. 24, near Moscow. Davis reported extra large 
flocks of Mountain Bluebirds in his area in early 
September. Western Bluebirds (25) were observed 
on Sept. 11 in the Spokane area, where they some. 
times winter. Townsend's Solitaire had come down 
from the mountains only at Great Falls (Nov. 24). 

Kinglets, Pipits, Waxwings.—Ruby-crowned King. 
lets were migrating in September west of the Divide 
and in October through Great Falls. Water Pipits 
were migrating throughout the area as early as Aug. 
29 (Libby) and until Nov. 6 (Great Falls). A single 
Bohemian Waxwing appeared in a flock of Cedar 
Waxwings at Libby, Oct. 3, an-unusually early date. 
They did not arrive in numbers until Nov. 3, how- 
ever, and then built up to a spectacular flock esti- 
mated at 1800, the largest in the experience of the 
editor at Libby (9 winters). Great flocks had arrived 
in Bozeman by Nov. 20. Cedar Waxwings showed 
peak numbers at Libby on Sept. 18, with a flock of 
145. The species lingered in small numbers to the 
end of the period in several places. 

Shrikes, Starlings, Vireos—The Gray Shrike was 
reported by Verner as more abundant in the Moscow 
area than usual, and Stanley reported 2 Loggerheads 
at Turnbull, Oct. 23. Starlings still seem to be on the 
increase, especially at Great Falls. The Red-eyed Vireo 
appeared to have left western Montana by Sept. 1, 
except for a very late straggler at Missoula, Sept. 23. 
Verner remarked that his last Red-eyed was very late, 
on Aug. 24, so the species seems to follow a different 
schedule in his area. Solitary Vireos left during early 
September. Hand also got a late record for the War- 
bling Vireo—Sept. 13. 

Warblers —Orange-crowned Warblers were mi- 
grating in the Spokane area in mid-September, as 
were the Yellow, Audubon’s and Macgillivray’s. In 
western Montana, west of the Divide, the Yellow 
and Macgillivray’s disappeared, as usual, by Sept. 1, 
and Audubon’s was moving during September and 
early October, with the last date Oct. 16 at Libby. 
Verner saw a Nashville Warbler, Sept. 18, in the 
Moscow area where it is exceedingly rare in autumn. 
A Black and White Warbler was identified, Oct. 
11, at Spokane, where it is very rare (Mrs. A. I. Bu- 
checker, fide SOS). Hand again found a few Common 
Yellowthroats remaining at least to Oct. 2. Black- 
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capped Warblers passed through in late September 
and early October, although at Missoula they ar- 
rived, Aug. 28. Hand got another late record, an 
Am. Redstart on Sept. 23. A Northern Water-thrush 
was noted in Great Falls, Sept. 16, but the last record 
at Libby was, as usual, in mid-August. 

Bobolinks, Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Orioles.—- 
Bobolinks were reported only from Missoula, where 
the last date, Sept. 1, was rather late. Western 
Meadowlarks were massing for migration in early 
October at Great Falls and were gone by Oct. 
24. At Libby 5 birds were found dead, Nov. 12, 
as winter struck. They were found inside a chicken 
coop, where they apparently had taken refuge (Bill 
McConnell). One bird, which was skinned and 
mounted, appeared to be in emaciated condition. 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds were last noted at Nine- 
pipe on Aug. 2. A few Red-wings, along with 
Brewer's Blackbirds, were still at Turnbull, Oct. 
23 (SOS). Hand's last record of Bullock’s Oriole at 
Missoula was on July 31. Brewer's Blackbird was 
very common at Missoula. Brown-headed Cowbirds 
seemed scarce and disappeared by Aug. 1. 

Finches —Two Black-headed Grosbeaks passed 
through Libby on Aug. 16, the only ones reported. 
Lazuli Buntings likewise seemed scarce and were not 
seen after Aug. 1. Evening Grosbeaks were present in 
moderate numbers in several localities. The maximum 
at Libby was 46. Cassin’s Finch lingered into October 
around Spokane. Pine Grosbeaks arrived early in 
Libby (Nov. 13), with the cold snap. Davis noted a 
flock of 50 Black Rosy Finches, Sept. 4, circling a 
peak in the Bridger Range near Bozeman. Common 
Redpolls arrived about on schedule at Libby (Nov. 8) 
and appeared on Nov. 13 at Great Falls. Pine Siskins 
at Libby failed to show large migrating flocks and 
were gone by late October. Large flocks were noted 
in the Little Belt Mountains near Great Falls, how- 
ever. The Am. Goldfinch was very common at Mis- 
soula. A flock of 9 appeared in the wintry weather at 
Great Falls, Nov. 20. Red Crossbill records were few, 
in marked contrast to their superabundance a year 
ago. They were common in the Little Belts during the 
fall, however, The odd phenomenon of White-winged 
Crossbills in Great Falls in July was reported by John 
Person. 

Sparrows.—Spotted Towhees left in September. 
Savannah, Vesper, Lark and Chipping Sparrows ap- 
peared to be migrating in late August and September. 
A few Slate-colored Juncos appeared in Spokane. Ore- 
gon Juncos were common at Spokane, Missoula and 
Great Falls, but scarce, as usual, at Libby. Am. Tree 
Sparrows arrived at Lewiston on Nov. 25. White- 
crowned Sparrows appeared as early as Aug. 29 (Lib- 
by) and a few were still in Spokane in late Novem- 
ber. An unusually good migration of White-throated 
Sparrows was observed at Great Falls, with a peak of 
23 on Sept. 19. Fox Sparrows in this Region seem to 
disappear in mid-summer, but one was recorded near 
Fairfield, northwest of Great Falls, Oct. 9. Movement 
of Lincoln's Sparrows was noted in late September 
and early October at Missoula and Great Falls. A few 
Song Sparrows were migrating in mid-September 
around Great Falls but no movement was apparent 


elsewhere. Snow Buntings arrived with the cold spell 
at Libby (Nov. 15, early) and at Great Falls.— 
THomas Rocers, Libby, Mont. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—Charles W. Lockerbie was made 
honorary president of the Utah Audubon Society. For 
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twenty years he has been their field chairman and 
has had four terms as president. He remains the grand 
old man of birding in the West. 

Temperatures and precipitation were about normal 
over this Region during this period until the second 
week in November, when an unprecedented cold wave 
hit the whole area, sending temperatures well sub- 
zero in the northern part and bringing snow to the 
whole Region. This was particularly remarkable since 
the climate tends to be local among the mountains 
and deserts. Leo Young, reporting for Bear River 
Marshes at the north end of Great Salt Lake, says the 
census showed 356,375 waterfowl on November 9. 
A week later, with ice over most of the area, the 
estimate was 35,000. This cold wave ended the water- 
fowl migration for the most part over the whole 
Region. There were some other effects. An Ancient 
Murrelet was captured in Roosevelt, in eastern Utah 
on Nov. 12 (Killpack). A more weird spot for an 
alcid could hardly be imagined. Roosevelt is in a very 
arid but irrigated area on the plateau south of the 
high Uinta Mountains. However, this is the second 
record for the state. We have an unusually high num- 
ber of extraordinary birds to report this time. 

Herons ——Don Hunter of Rexburg, Idaho, had an 
Am. Egret on Sept. 7 at Mud Lake in eastern Idaho, 
which he thinks is the first record for that state. 

Swans and Geese—Grace Nelson reported the 
greatest count of Trumpeter Swans on record on 
the National Elk Refuge in Jackson Hole on Oct. 31. 
There were 33 birds of which 10 were cygnets, the 
greatest number since the transplanting of the bird 
(two pairs) from Red Rock Lake in Montana in 
1938. Carl Jepson, naturalist at Grand Teton, has 
been transferred to Zion. For the first time a few 
(12) Whistling Swans remained through the summer 
at Bear River. Formerly only crippled or lead poisoned 
birds remained. The high fall count was 22,500 on 
Nov. 9, up 5500 from last year. 

A flock of 9 White-fronted Geese was seen, and 
2 taken, at Ogden Bay Refuge on Great Salt Lake, 
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Oct. 18 (Killpack). This is the largest number of 
these birds reported out of their flyway in some time. 

Ducks.—On Oct. 19 a European Widgeon was 
taken at Bear River for the first record for the state 
of Utah. The Pintail at 386,000 was about the same 
as last year. The other two high species were 140,000 
Green-winged Teal and 100,000 Am. Widgeon. The 
number of Canvas-backs was up to 60,000, an_ in- 
crease of 21,000 over last year. 

The Stillwater Refuge in Western Nevada near 
Carson Sink was troubled with low water. Conse- 
quently most of their waterfowl counts were low. A 
new high of 30,000 Green-winged Teal was reached 
on Oct. 19, however. Monte Vista Refuge in south 
central Colorado is steadily improving. There were 
25,000 ducks there this year instead of 8000 as last 
year, 

The maximum number of immature and female 
Harlequin Ducks in the Cascade Area of Yellowstone 
River in Yellowstone Park was 15 and that was on 
Sept. 8 (Warkley). Fifty Ring-necked Ducks were 
seen by Mrs. Shaw at Deer Flat Refuge in south- 
western Idaho on October 27. There were 38 at 
National Elk Refuge, Jackson, Wyo. on Nov. 9 
(Mrs. Nelson). 

Turkeys.—A dozen Turkeys were reported on Elk 
Mountain in southern Wyoming in early October 
(Lambertsen). This bird is now spread over much of 
the forested area of the eastern half of Wyoming and 
is steadily increasing. Jean Pinkley, archeologist at 
Mesa Verde National Park in southwestern Colorado 
writes, “Six Turkeys were replanted in the Park this 
past spring. They were released in the headquarters 
area and settled down in what is actually a heavily 
populated area. This fall two hens have spent the 
entire season on the house lawns of Park residents. 
They have no fear of humans, merely moving a few 
feet away when one appears. Children running and 
playing between houses do not seem to bother them. 
I am personally convinced that when we say the 
Cliff Dwellers domesticated the Turkey we have the 
cart before the horse.” 

Cranes and Shorebirds—Monte Vista in Colorado 
has the largest concentration of Sandhill Cranes re- 
ported, with 200 on Nov. 25 (Bryant). 

Lockerbie reported about 800 dowitchers at Far- 
mington Bay on the Great Salt Lake on Sept. 25. 
There are 2 reports of Am. Golden Plover for this 
Region. Lockerbie had one at Farmington Bay, Sept. 
25, and Don Hunter had one on Sept. 7 at Mud Lake 
in eastern Idaho. This is a casual bird in this Region. 

Gulls and Terns. —Dr. Stanford reported Franklin's 
Gulls by hundreds to thousands feeding in Cache 
Valley in northeastern Utah when the Grasshoppers 
were “ripe.” 

A late note: Lockerbie found 9 immature Common 
Terns out of 35 terns sear Great Salt Lake on July 
21. He says, “I have reversed my opinion of the 
Forster's status in and about our alkaline marshes in 
favor of the Common.”’ The editor in near-by Wyo- 
ming at first thought the Common Tern was common 
but then decided that marks implied in Peterson's 
Guide were not so obvious and that the Common 
Tern was a rarity. It remains a difficult identification 
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in most plumages. 

Owls.—Warkley had 6 Short-eared Owls at Ocean 
Lake in central Wyoming, Nov. 5. 

Hummingbirds.—Mrs. Crews reporting from the 
Grand Junction area of northwestern Colorado says, 
“The first hummingbird feeders on Hanson Mesa 
were placed about five years ago and since that time 
the Scouts became interested and now every home op 
the Mesa has feeders out. We have found that the 
hummers come a little earlier each spring, stay a little 
later in the fall, and until this year, they came in ever. 
increasing numbers. Only 1 Allen's appeared and no 
Rufous this year. (The editor doubts the Allen's.) 
We had only Black-chinned and Broad-tailed. At no 
time the past summer did we feed more than two 
pints of syrup in a single day, while three years ago 
we fed as much as three quarts of syrup in a day at 
the height of the migration during the last two weeks 
in August and the first two weeks in September. This 
year the birds did not arrive until May 1, which was 
two to three days late, and the birds were so much 
wilder. Only one fed fre.1 the feeder I was holding 
in my hand for them. Other years many of the birds 
were very tame and if a window were open, they 
would come into the home.” 

Wood peckers, Flycatchers, Nutcrackers, Jays. Mrs 
Waltman found a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Red. 
naped) feeding all night on an abundant supply of 
bark insects in Sheridan, Wyo., this fall. Florence 
Thornburg of Tucson, Ariz. found an immature Scis- 
sor-tailed Flycatcher along the Wood River in Idaho 
near Sun Valley. The bird was present several days 
and was first seen Aug. 6. We believe this may be the 
first record for the state although the bird has been 
found not far south in Utah. Three flocks of about 
200 each of Clark’s Nutcrackers were reported by 
Warkley on the Sweetwater River south of the Wind 
River Mountains in Wyoming on Aug. 22 in open 
sagebrush country. Nutcrackers descended into the 
Foothills in numbers this fall west of Denver (That- 
cher). The Pifion Jay is also more commoi: there 
Oppie Reams in Durango in southwestern Colorado 
reports that the Scrub Jays are back in their usual 
numbers after the decreased number last year. 

Waxwings, Grosbeaks, Sparrows—Don Thatcher 
reported an early flock of 20 Bohemian Waxwings in 
the foothills west of Denver, Nov. 6. Small flocks of 
Evening Grosbeaks showed up in Rawlins (Lambert- 
sen) and Casper (OKS) in central Wyoming in No- 
vember. There were almost none last year. One hun- 
dred and twenty Pine Grosbeaks were reported on 
the southwest end of Uintah Range in eastern Utah 
(Killpack), Oct. 22, which must be within their 
normal range. Alexander Sprunt found a Baird's 
Sparrow at Devil's Tower in northeastern Wyoming, 
Sept. 7 (Grace McIntyre). There were 10 immature 
Harris's Sparrows at Roosevelt, Utah, Nov. 30 (Kill- 
pack).—Dr. Otiver K. Scott, 437 East 13th, Cas- 
per, Wyo. 


SOUTHWEST REGION.—Welcome heavy summer 
rains ceased falling in most of the Region before 
Sept. 1. Precipitation since then was unusually light, 
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out the Region, ex- 
cepting northeastern Arizona and parts of northwest- 
ern New Mexico. Early September was unusually 
warm—at Yuma, Ariz., the maximum daytime reading 
from Aug. 31 to Sept. 14 never fell below 110°. 
October weather was about normal. November was 
somewhat cooler than usual, bringing snow to Big 
Bend National Yark, Texas, Nov. 8, and a big snow- 
fall at Los Alamos, N. Mex., Nov. 15. 

Pelicans through Ibises.—A flock of 51 White Peli- 
cans was drifting slowly southward high over Heart 
Tank in the Sierra Pinta, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, 
Yuma Co., Ariz., Sept. 24 (Gale Monson, Marcus C. 
Nelson). An immature Brown Pelican was found 
above River Section 14 on Imperial Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., Aug. 16, and 1 was present at 
Laguna Dam, Ariz.-Calif., Aug. 18 to 24 (Hal Irby, 
GM). A Double-crested Cormorant was observed at 
Ramsey Pond, 3 miles south of Marinette, Maricopa 
Co., Ariz., Aug. 25 (J. M. Simpson, J. R. Werner); 
1 was also noted there, Sept. 25 (A. S. & Dorothy 
Margolin, JRW). One was discovered in Encanto 
Park, Phoenix, Ariz., Oct. 6 (Mal Plunkett, JRW). 
A Magnificent Frigate-bird was seen below Perry 
Thompson Bay of Havasu Lake, Havasu Lake Nat'l 
Wildlife Refuge, Ariz.-Calif., Sept. 8 (C. Darling, 
L. D. Hatch). An immature Reddish Egret was 
found at Ferguson Lake, Calif., Imperial Refuge, Nov. 
19 (HI). An immature Louisiana Heron was present 
at Imperial Dam, Ariz.-Calif., from Sept. 8 to 30 
(HI, GM). Two Wood Ibises were seen in the lower 
part of the Imperial Refuge on the unusually late date 
of Nov. 13 (HI, GM). 

Waterfowl.—Several observers reported unusually 
low numbers of waterfowl. This condition was noted 
especially at the Bosque del Apache Nat'l Wildlife 
Refuge, N. Mex. (Raymond J. Fleetwood) and in 
the Prescott, Ariz., area (Steve Gallizioli). Along the 
lower Colorado River, there was little change from 
previous years. An unusually early Whistling Swan 
was scen at Martinez Lake, Ariz., Imperial Refuge, 
Nov. 19 (HI), and one was reported from the Havasu 
Lake Refuge about the same time (CD). As many as 
11 were present on the lower part of the Imperial 
Refuge by Nov. 25 (HI). Canada Geese were very 
late in arriving on the Imperial Refuge, the first ones 
not appearing until Nov. 8 (HI). Two Snow Geese 
were at Ramsey Pond, Oct. 13 (Ben Clark, JMS). A 
Fulvous Tree-duck was observed near the north 
boundary of the Imperial Refuge, Oct. 9 (GM). An 
estimated 5000 Pintails and 500 Green-winged Teal 
were at Ramsey Pond, Nov. 17 (BC, JMS). A Wood 
Duck was present at Havasu Lake Refuge in late 
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October (G. R. Osbun). Two Am. Golden-eyes were 
seen north of Espanola, N. Mex., Nov. 13, and 4 on 
San Ildefonso Reservoir, near Espanola, Nov. 22 
(Patricia R. Snider). A female Red-breasted Mergan- 
ser was found at Bennett's Marsh, 41/4 miles south- 
west of Marinette, Oct. 27 (JMS, JRW), and another 
was noted at Ramsey Pond, Nov. 17 (BC, JMS). 

Hawks.—A late flock of 41 Turkey Vultures was 
sailing southward over the open desert southwest of 
the Castle Dome Mountains, Yuma Co., Ariz., Nov. 
2 (GM). A Ferruginous Hawk was seen on the lower 
part of the Imperial Refuge, Ariz. side, Oct. 9 (HI, 
GM). Seven Harris's Hawks were observed at Coon’s 
Bluff, on the Salt River 3 miles above Granite Reef 
Dam, Maricopa Co., Ariz., Oct. 8 (ASM, JRW); 5 
at the Robbins Butte Refuge, 2 miles south of Palo 
Verde, Ariz., Oct. 16 (JMS, JRW); and 8 at Blue 
Point, about 5 miles above Granite Reef Dam, Nov. 
27 (JMS, JRW). Two Golden Eagles were sighted 
north of Imperial Dam, Oct. 9 (HI, GM). A total of 
5 Bald Eagles was reported from below Sowats Point, 
Nov. 28 (R. Jantzen, J. Stair), and 1 from near Slide 
Tank, Nov. 29 (SG); both locations are in the Kai- 
bab Nat'l Forest, Ariz., north of the Grand Canyon. 
Two Ospreys were present at Blue Point, Sept. 18 
(JMS), and 2 were at Coon’s Bluff, Oct. 8 (Mari- 
copa Audubon Society). A Peregrine Falcon was seen 
near the Tonto Ranger Station, Gila Co., Ariz., Oct. 
19 (SG), and a Pigeon Hawk was noted at Los 
Alamos, Sept. 12 (PRS). 

Cranes through Gulls.—Eight Sandhill Cranes were 
found near Ramsey Pond, Nov. 11 to 25 (Agnes & B. 
B. Hawkins). An estimated 45 Virginia Rails were 
in the Palo Verde Marsh, a mile south of Palo Verde, 
Nov. 19, and others were noted in other parts of 
Maricopa County throughout the period (JRW, ef 
al.). A Ringed Plover was seen near Ysleta, Tex., 
Sept. 18 (Mary Belle Keefer, Ethel Noble, Jasper 
Wooldridge). An early Red-backed Sandpiper was 
found on the Imperial Refuge, near River Section 14, 
Sept. 16 (GM). Two Am. Avocets remained at Ram- 
sey Pond to Nov. 17 (BC, JMS). Two Northern Phal- 
aropes were seen at Kofa Dam, Kofa Game Range, 
Yuma Co., Ariz., Sept. 21 (H. J. Johnson, GM). 
Fourteen California Gulls flew over the Saguaro Nat'l 
Monument, Ariz., against a strong wind, Nov. 10 (J. 
G. Lewis, fide F. J. Thornburg). An adult Heer- 
mann’s Gull was observed near Picacho, on the Im- 
perial Refuge, for the first Arizona record, Nov. 13 
(HI, GM). A Sabine’s Gull was photographed at 
Martinez Lake, Imperial Refuge, Sept. 30 (GM). 

Doves through Woodpeckers—An __ estimated 
10,000 Mourning Doves were gathered at Robbins 
Butte Refuge, Oct. 16 (JMS, JRW). They were pres- 
ent in numbers on the northern part of the Kofa 
Game Range in November (including at least 200 at 
Hoodoo Well, Nov. 8), where at that time of the 
year they are usually scarce (GM). Two White- 
winged Doves were lingering at Little White Tanks, 
Castle Dome Mountains, Kofa Game Range, Sept. 21 
(HJJ, GM), and considerable numbers were still 
present on the Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Sept. 24 to 
26 (GM, MCN). A Ground Dove was observed near 
the northwestern corner of the Kofa Game Range, 
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Aug. 24 (GM). A Burrowing Owl stayed at Ramsey 
Pond, Oct. 4 to 13 (BC, JMS). A Short-eared Owl 
was discovered in cottonwoods along the Rio Grande 
near the Sandia Pueblo, Sandoval Co., N. Mex., Oct. 
16 (F. J. Freeman, PRS). A Common Nighthawk was 
seen in Albuquerque, N. Mex., Oct. 12 (FJF). Two 
Costa's Hummingbirds were observed in the south- 
west part of the Castle Dome Mountains, Kofa Game 
Range, Nov. 1 (GM). An Anna’s Hummingbird was 
taken at New Water Well, Kofa Game Range, Oct. 3 
(GM). Lewis’s Woodpeckers were numerous about 
Prescott toward the latter part of the period (Heidi 
McLernon). 

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows—An Eastern King- 
bird was observed along the highway about 21 miles 
northwest of Tucson, Ariz., Sept. 9 (Burt L. Monroe, 
Jr.), and 1 was seen in New Mexico near El Paso, 
Tex., Sept. 11 and 13 (MBK, et al.). A male Ver- 
milion Flycatcher was found near Watson Lake, near 
Prescott, Nov. 24 (SG). Horned Larks had not been 
observed in the Yuma area to Dec. 1 (GM). Two 
late Bank Swallows were at Martinez Lake, Imperial 
Refuge, Sept. 30, as well as at least 18,000 Barn 
Swallows (GM). A few Cliff Swallows were still 
present on the Imperial Refuge, Oct. 8 and 9 (HI, 
GM). A very late Purple Martin was also seen at 
Martinez Lake, Sept. 30 and Oct. 8 (GM). 

Corvids.—About 700 Am. Crows flew south over 
the Bosque Refuge, Nov. 2 (RJF). This is apparently 
quite a flight year for Pinon Jays and Clark’s Nut- 
crackers in central and western Arizona. The first 
out-of-bound Pifion Jays were 10 or 12 seen 10 miles 
north of the Tonto Ranger Station, Aug. 29 (SG). 
After that their numbers rapidly increased in the 
Prescott area, and at the close of the period they are 
ranging in large flocks (up to 1000) in the chaparral 
(SG, McLernon). In southwestern Arizona, 4 were 
observed at Tule Well, on the Cabeza Prieta Game 
Range just above the Mexican border, Sept. 26 (GM, 
MCN): 4 in the High Tank 7 area of the Kofa 
Mountains, Kofa Game Range, Oct. 4 (GM); 2 at 
Imperial Dam, Oct. 8 (HI, GM); and 1 at Adobe 
Lake, Ariz., Imperial Refuge, Oct. 28 (HJJ, GM). 
These last records are all from points where Pifion 
Jays have never before been observed. As for the nut- 
crackers, the first observation was from 7 miles west 
of Prescott, Sept. 12 (SG), where they soon were 
present and have been ever since, in flocks of up to 
300 individuals (SG, McLernon). One was seen on 
the Imperial Refuge below Castle Dome Landing, Oct. 
9 (HI, GM). In New Mexico, one was seen as low 
as the Tsankawi Ruins, Bandelier Nat'l Monument, 
Oct. 2 (PRS), and 2 were noted on Capillo Peak, 
Manzano Mountains, Oct. 23 (FJF). There is no in- 
dication of why these unusual flights are occurring, 
nor of where the birds involved originate. 

Titmice through Waxwings—A Plain Titmouse 
was observed at El Paso, Nov. 2 (Lena McBee, ef 
al.). A White-breasted Nuthatch was present at 
Boulder City, Nev., Oct. 3 to 12 (Nora Poyser), A 
Red-breasted Nuthatch was seen at Boulder City, Sept. 
1 (NP); 1 was at Graham's Pond, near the Rio 
Grande in the east end of Big Bend Nat'l Park, Oct. 
14 (John Palmer) ; 1 in Owl Woods, below the Hoge 


Ranch, Ariz., Imperial Refuge, Oct. 28 (H|J, GM): 
and as many as 8 at El Paso, Nov. 17 (LM). At least 
20 Pygmy Nuthatches have been at Memorial Park. 
El Paso, since Sept. 14 (LM, ef al.). Bewick’s Wren 
has been altogether absent from southwestern Arizona, 
although reported as usual from other 
the Region. A Catbird was noted at Canutillo 
Tex., Sept. 28 ( LM, ef al. ). Two Bendire’s 
Thrashers were found northeast of Horse Tanks 
Castle Dome Mountains, Kofa Game Range, Sept. 20 
(GM). Am. Robins are again wintering in consider. 
able numbers in the lowlands. More than 1000 were 
seen near Litchfield Park, Maricopa Co., Ariz., Noy 
25 (JMS, JRW). An Olive-backed Thrush was iden. 
tified at Cabeza Prieta Tanks, Cabeza Prieta Game 
Range, Sept. 25 (GM). A Townsend's Solitaire was 
observed in Oak Canyon, Chisos Mountains, Big Bend 
Park, Oct. 18 (James R. Youse) ; others were seen at 
Wilbanks Cabin, Kofa Mountains, Kofa Game Range, 
Nov. 9 (GM) and at Ysleta, Nov. 12 (MBK, EN), 
A Phainopepla was at a bird bath at Bosque Refuge 
headquarters, Oct. 30 (T. L. Davis). 

Common Starlings.—There continues to be no ap. 
preciable increase in the Region. A flock of 22 was 
seen near Litchfield Park, Nov. 9 (JRW), and about 
40 were seen between Alamogordo and Orogrande, 
N. Mex., Nov. 26 (FJF). 

Vireos and Wood Warblers—A Gray Vireo was 
found near Jasper Spring, Kofa Game Range, Oct. 4 
(GM). Late Solitary Vireos included one 8 miles 
south of Prescott on the slopes of Hassayampa Creek, 
Oct. 29 (McLernon), 2 in El Paso, Nov. 14 (LM, 
et al.), and one at the Palo Verde Marsh, Nov. 19 
(JRW). A very late Nashville Warbler was seen 
at Hueco Tanks, east of El Paso, Nov. 2 (MBK, LM, 
R. E. Woodward). At least 20 Virginia’s Warblers 
were found near Canutillo, Sept. 22 (LM, ef al.). 
Audubon’s Warbler was quite scarce on the south- 
western Arizona desert. A Northern Water-thrush was 
present at Anthony, N. Mex., Sept. 16 and Oct. 1 
(Harriet McGuire, et al.). That the Yellow-breasted 
Chat sometimes strays onto the desert was evidenced : 
by one near Jasper Spring, Aug. 26, and another near 
High Tank 7, Oct. 4, both on the Kofa Game Range 
(GM). A male Am. Redstart was seen in Santa Elena 
Canyon, Big Bend Park, Sept. 28 (JRY), and another 
was observed on the Arizona side of the Colorado 
River near Picacho, Imperial Refuge, Oct. 9 (GM). 

Blackbirds and Orioies—Large flocks of Yellow- 
headed Blackbirds were noted in Maricopa County 
fields into early November (JRW, ef al.). Five Scott's 
Orioles were still present near High Tank 7, Kofa 
Game Range, Oct. 4, as were 4 Hooded Orioles at 
Charco 3, on the north side of the Kofa Game Range. 
Oct. 3 (GM). A wintering male Bullock's Oriole 
was taken near Litchfield Park, Nov. 25 (JRW). 

Finches and Sparrows.—A Dickcissel was seen a 
Canutillo, Sept. 8 (MBK), and another was east of 
El Paso, Sept. 11 (JW). Small flocks of Evening 
Grosbeaks were seen at and about Prescott after early 
October, with the first ones seen Sept. 30 (SG, 
McLernon). Two were found at El Paso, Nov. 11 
(LM). There were many Pine Siskins in the Espanola 
sector of the Rio Grande valley in October (PRS). A 
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male Lawrence's Goldfinch was noted at Charco 3, 
Kofa Game Range, Oct. 3 (GM). More than 20 Red 
Crossbills were in El Paso after Nov. 14 (LM). 
Spotted Towhees were frequent on the Kofa Game 
Range after Nov. 1; one was seen at Imperial Dam 
as early as Sept. 30 (GM). A Lark Bunting was 
found near King Well, Kofa Mountains, Kofa Game 
Range, Nov. 9 (GM). The unusually good cover of 
annual plants in the Kofa Mountains attracted a 
number of seed-eaters in November that usually are 
either absent or scarce; these included Vesper, Lark, 
Chipping, Brewer's, and White-crowned Sparrows, 
and Oregon Juncos, as well as a few Gray-headed 
Juncos. As many as 15 of the latter were noted in the 
southeastern part of the Castle Dome Mountains, Nov. 
2 (GM). An apparent flight of Black-chinned Spar- 
rows into southwestern Arizona is evidenced by the 
following records: 1 at Imperial Dam, Aug. 30; 1 at 
Heart Tank, Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Sept. 4; 2 
at Horse Tanks, Kofa Game Range, Sept. 20; and 5 in 
the High Tank 7 and 9 vicinities, Kofa Game Range, 
Oct. 4 (GM). Fox Sparrows were also visiting the 
Kofa Mountains: 2 in the High Tank 7 and 9 vicini- 
ties, Oct. 4; 2 at Tunnel Spring, Nov. 25; and 1 in 
Palm Canyon, Nov. 28 (GM). A Lapland Longspur 
was collected in the Martinez farm area, in Arizona 
on the Imperial Refuge, Nov. 18 (GM).—GALE 
Monson, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Box 1032, 


Yuma, Ariz. 


NORTHERN ‘PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Au- 
gust was the driest of record with the number of 
sunny days greater than normal, but with temperatures 
slightly below normal. This 
trend continued through 
September, but with no 
extreme departures from 
normal. In contrast, October 
was one of the wettest 
of record, with a total of 
over 5 inches (Seattle). 
Temperatures were slightly 
below normal. From an 
above normal temperature 
on November 9, we were 
plunged into the lowest 
readings ever recorded for 
that month. Freezing tem- 
peratures continued for a 
week, broken by snowfall of 6 to 8 inches on the 
17th, which disappeared the next day with warm 
rain. Extensive damage was done to vegetation, 
which had not yet become dormant. Theed Pearse 
at Comox, Vancouver Island, observed that the 
extreme cold (to 4° there) had little effect on the 
movement of birds; generally it would have brought 
a lot of birds to settled areas. Another comment 
he made was on the poor migration of passerines— 
once or twice there weie good flocks of Am. Robins, 
but other species were few or absent. In addition, 
he had good evidence that there is a considerable 
migration along the foothills, which have now 
been cleared of timber. Thus land birds are not 

















confined to the beaches and narrow strip of lowland 
as previously. Both Pearse and A. R. Davidson 
at Victoria found the water birds present in their 
usual number. Some gaps occur in the data, due 
to sickness and absence of some observers during 
significant times. 

Loons, Grebes, Shearwaters, Fulmars.—There was 
a good showing of Common Loons at Comox in 
October; very few were around at the end of the 
period. Arctic and Red-throated Loons returned 
to Victoria, Oct. 14. The first Red-necked Grebe 
was seen at Victoria, Sept. 11 (ARD), and the 
first at Seattle, Sept. 17 (Zella M. Schultz). Horned 
Grebes were at Victoria, Aug. 23 (ARD); in the 
San Juan Islands (flock of 20), Sept. 4 (ZMS), 
and at Blaine, Oct. 1 (Lucile H. Kline). The first 
Eared Grebe came to Bellevue, Wash., Sept. 25 
(Walter Hagenstein). A raft of about 100 Western 
Grebes was seen near Harper, Kitsap Co., Wash., 
Sept. 17 (Seattle Audubon Society). They came to 
Blaine, Sept. 30, but were not noted at Victoria 
until Oct. 5. There were an estimated 500 at 
Comox, Nov. 9. The first Pied-billed Grebe was 
noted at Victoria, Aug. 22. A Pink-footed Shearwater 
and a (Pacific) Fulmar (dark phase) were taken 
five miles off Neah Bay, Wash. (Juan de Fuca 
Strait), Sept. 5 (Garrett Eddy). The absence of 
shearwaters at Comox was noticeable. 

Swans, Geese, Ducks —Whistling Swans (7) were 
at a lake near Comox, Oct. 7 (Heinrich, fide TP). 
A Whistling Swan put down at Bellevue, Nov. 5, 
where migrations of Canada Geese were noted, 
Oct. 11 and 12, and a White-front was seen, Oct. 
14 (WH). White-fronts were first recorded at 
Comox, Aug. 28. The migration of geese was 
probably normal there, but the birds were flying 
very high in fine, still weather. About 250 Canada 
Geese were at Blaine, Oct. 19. There was a big 
movement of Mallards and Am. Widgeons at 
Comox in mid-October, but the usual flocks of 
Pintails in August did not show up. Pintails were 
seen at Blaine, Sept. 21; there were about 1200 
on Oct. 11. They were not seen at Victoria until 
Oct. 28 (late, ARD). Gadwalls came to Bellevue, 
Nov. 16; Am. Widgeons and Shovellers, Sept. 17. 
Am. Widgeons (200+) were also seen at Harper 
on Sept. 17 (SAS). Shovellers were first noted 
at Victoria, Sept. 29. Ring-necked Ducks were 
at Bellevue, Sept. 26; Canvas-backs, Oct. 10. 
Canvas-backs were at Victoria, Oct. 28. Greater 
Scaups were seen at Victoria, Sept. 27, with the 
main flocks on Oct. 2. Two females were noted 
near the south end of Bainbridge Island, Oct. 2 
(SAS). A female Lesser Scaup was at Seattle, 
Oct. 14 (ZMS). First Am. Golden-eyes were at 
Victoria, Nov. 5; at Blaine, Nov. 8 and at Bellevue, 
Nov. 15. Two of the advance guard (1 male in 
eclipse plumage) were at Harper, Sept. 17 (SAS). 
Buffle-heads appeared at Bellevue, Oct. 18; at 
Victoria, Oct. 21; and at Blaine (20), Nov. 25. 
A male Old-squaw in full breeding plumage in 
the San Juan Islands, Sept. 4, may have been a cripple. 
One was seen off Bainbridge Island, Oct. 30 (Mrs. 
J. I. Colwell). They came to Victoria, Nov. 1. 
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There was a flock of 5 to 10 flightless Harlequin 
Ducks in the San Juan Islands, July 30 (ZMS). 
An estimated 300 Harlequins (with males in 
eclipse), and up to 800 scoters of various species 
were at Point Holmes, Coast Dist., B. C., Aug. 29 
(TP). Harlequins were at Victoria, Oct. 15. Am. 
Scoters were at Victoria, Nov. 6. One immature 
American was found dead at Port Angeles, Wash., 
Nov. 12, with the skin of the neck almost completely 
severed (WH). Ruddy Ducks returned to the 
Victoria area, Oct. 9. There were 150 to 200 on 
Green Lake, Seattle, Oct. 14 (ZMS). Nine were 
noted at Blaine, Nov. 8. Hooded Mergansers were 
at Victoria, Sept. 1 (ARD); and at Green Lake 
(1 male, 2 females), Oct. 14 (ZMS). Red-breasted 
Mergansers came to Victoria, Aug. 17, with the 
main flock arriving at the end of October. There 
were 50 to 60 at Seattle, Nov. 6 (SAS). Five 
female Am. Mergansers were off Bainbridge Island, 
Oct. 2 (SAS). They were first seen at Bellevue, 
Oct. 10 (WH). 

Vultures and Hawks.—Up to 67 Turkey Vultures 
were over the Victoria area, Sept. 25; a few small 
lots were seen up to Oct. 18. An Osprey at Harper, 
Sept. 17, was probably migrating (ZMS). Bald 
Eagles were seen occasionally at Victoria. Three 
or possibly 4 birds of the year were at Comox in 
November. Immature Golden Eagles were seen near 
Victoria on Sept. 25, Oct. 18, and Oct. 30 (ARD, 
J. O. Clay & Party). A Marsh Hawk was noted in 
the San Juan Islands, Sept. 4 (ZMS); 1 at Blaine 
on Aug. 29 and Sept. 2 (LHK). Only 1 Sparrow 
Hawk was seen at Victoria, Sept. 28; 2 at Blaine, 
Sept. 14, and 1, Oct. 4. 

Cranes, Coots——At Comox, 12 Sandhill Cranes, 
with 6 juvenals were ndted in mid-October. Am. 
Coots returned to Blaine for the winter on Oct. 11. 

Shorebirds.—Shorebirds were mostly late in 
arriving at Comox; otherwise they were about average, 
with no rarities. At Sidney, 18 miles north of 
Victoria, 54 Black Oyster-catchers were seen, Sept. 
28 (a goodly number, ARD). An Am. Golden 
Plover was seen at Victoria by competent observers, 
Sept. 18, and another on Oct. 21. Black-bellied 
Plovers arrived at Victoria, Sept. 18, some were 
still there at the end of the period. Four at Blaine 
for one day, Aug. 15, were no doubt stragglers, as 
the bays there are too muddy and too heavily 
populated for this species. Surf-birds were seen at 
Victoria between July 19 and 23; Black Turnstones 
came in at the same time and were quite common 
by Aug. 15. At least 4 Ruddy Turnstones (rare 
transients) were seen at Victoria in July. Two or 
3 Surf-birds were seen in the San Juan Islands, 
July 23, with Black Turnstones (ZMS). Wilson's 
Snipe records vere spotty; 1 at Bellevue, Sept. 27; 
a specimen brought to the Museum, Oct. 10; 2 
at Victoria, Oct. 22; 1 at Rockport, Skagit Co., 
Wash., Oct. 23 (Fern Skinner); and 2 at Blaine, 
Nov. 13. Two Hudsonian Curlews were at Victoria 
from mid-October; 6 came to Blaine, Sept. 30, 
for one day only. Single Wandering Tattlers were 
reported from Victoria on July 23, Aug. 17 and 
20, and Oct. 18. At Comox, a juvenal was seen, 
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Aug. 29 and 30. A flock of 18 Red Knots was seen 
10 miles north of Victoria, Sept. 18 (seldom seen 
in autumn, ARD). Returning Greater Y ellow-legs 
were recorded at Comox, Aug. 24, a month late 
but at Victoria there was 1 on July 3, and 23 jp 
a flooded field, Aug. 13. A few were seen at Blaing 
from July 19 to Oct. 20. Eight Lesser Y ellow-legs 
were seen at Oyster River, Vancouver Island, Jul; 
30; and 3 at Victoria, Aug. 15 (ARD). Rog 
Sandpipers came to Victoria, Oct. 25 (JOC). The 
first Pectoral Sandpiper was at Oyster River, Jul; 
28. Pectorals were at Comox in somewhat greater 
numbers than usual during the period, the young 
still showing red on top of the head. Generally 
Western Sandpipers are moving south at Victoria 
by the end of June; about 100 were at Sidney, July 
2. From July 10 to about mid-August flocks of 
small sandpipers at Victoria averaged 300 in number: 
mostly Western, with about 10 per cent Least 
and a few Semipalmated, which are very difficult 
to distinguish. Of a flock of about 1500 small 
sandpipers at Sidney, July 23, apparently most were 
Westerns (ARD). Westerns (500+) were last seen 
at Blaine, Sept. 12. A few Sanderlings were at 
Victoria from Aug. 24 to Sept. 21, where Northern 
Phalaropes were seen at various points from Aug. 
11 to Sept. 11, in flocks up to 300. 

Jaegers, Gulls—Only one Parasitic Jaeger was 
seen at Comox during the period, but the scarce 
Long-tailed Jaeger was seen by Laing, Aug. 25 
(TP). A Parasitic Jaeger was collected off Port 
Townsend, Wash., Sept. 2 (GE). They were ‘numer. 
ous’ off southern Bainbridge Island, Oct. 2 (SAS). 
The main return of Glaucous-winged Gulls to the 
Seattle area occurred the week of Oct. 23 to 30 
(ZMS). Herring Gulls (4) were first seen at Green 
Lake, Seattle, Oct. 14. Mrs. Schultz thought Herring 
Gulls were more scarce in the Puget Sound area 
this fall. California Gulls returned in small numbers 
to Victoria, July 12, and were in goodly numbers 
by Aug. 15. California Gulls began returning to 
the Seattle area, July 7, and were almost all gone 
by Nov. 27. Two or 3 Ring-billed Gulls were noted 
at Seattle, Oct. 14 (ZMS). The first Short-billed 
Gulls came to Victoria, July 12, and were fairly 
numerous by Sept. 17, mostly adults. At Seattle 
they were fairly common by Sept. 17, which is a 
little too early for the area (SAS). Three adult 
Bonaparte’s Gulls put in at Victoria, July 17; by 
Aug. 1, there were about 500; and 75 were still 
around Sidney, Oct. 28 (ARD). A flock at Comox, 
Aug. 29, contained one Franklin's. There was 4 
big migration of Bonaparte’s at Comox, Sept. 12 
(at least 1000, with a good proportion of young 
birds). The last (150+) were seen at Blaine, 
Oct. 2. Two Sabine’s Gulls were taken from 4 
flock of 50 off Edmonds, north of Seattle, Aug. 28 
(GE). The first Heermann’s Gulls came to Victoria, 
July 10. Never numerous, the largest flock contained 
about 18, mostly immature birds; the last were seen, 
Oct. 5. A flock of 12 or more Heermann’s off 
southern Bainbridge Island, Oct. 2, contained 3 
juvenals, which are not often seen in southern 
Puget Sound (ZMS). Common Terns were seen 
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at Victoria in small numbers from Sept. 11 to 23, 
with 25 on the 16th. The first seen at Blaine were 
56 on Sept. 14, and the last 20 were on Oct. 14. 
They were seen in hundreds at Harper and off 
southern Bainbridge Island, Sept. 17 and Oct. 2 
(SAS). 

Alcids, Pigeons, Owls—Common Murres were 
very scarce in the Sound to the end of period. 
An Ancient Murrelet, badly injured, was found in 
a basement in downtown Seattle, Nov. 26; it was 
prepared as a specimen. The last flock of Band-tailed 
Pigeons (50+) was seen at Victoria, Oct. 23. 
At Bellevue, about 30 on Nov. 23, was the smallest 
number W. H. Ransom had seen in five years. He 
blamed the poor crop of Madrofia berries. A 
Mourning Dove seen at Comox, Nov. 1, was very 
late (Laing, fide TP). At Victoria, 12 were seen, 
Aug. 18; 4 on Sept. 18, and 1 on Sept. 28. One 
on Lopez Island, Aug. 25, was the first ever noted 
for the San Juan group (ZMS). A Saw-whet Owl 
(uncommon) was picked up dead at Comox in 
November. 

Nighthawks, Swifts, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers. 
—Common Nighthawks were seen at Victoria, Sept. 
24: 1 bird on Oct. 15 was very late. They were 
last reported in Seattle, Sept. 19 (Mr. & Mrs. 
R. M. Boggs). Black Swifts were noted at Bellevue, 
Oct. 7, 9 and 10 (WH). A young Rufous Hum- 
mingbird was brought to Mrs. H. L. Schumacher 
in Seattle, Sept. 24. The last Rufous was seen at 
Blaine, Sept. 17, but lone birds were noted at 
Victoria up to Oct. 12. A Yellow-shafted Flicker 
was seen at Comox, Nov. 15 (Laing, fide TP). 
A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker returned to lowlands 
near Sidney, Nov. 17 (ARD). At Seattle a number 
were noted in many places the first two weeks in 
November (Violet E. Cannon and others). 

Flycatchers, Swallows —A Western Flycatcher was 
seen at Bellevue, Oct. 30 (VEC & JIC). A con- 
siderable number of swallows (sp.) were circling 
high over Bellevue, with a few Black Swifts, Oct. 
10 (WH). The last Violet-green Swallows were 
reported at Seattle, Aug. 21 (RMB), and at Blaine, 
Sept. 10 (LHK). About 50 Barn Swallows were 
still feeding young at Comox, Aug. 29. There was 
only one report from Seattle, Sept. 8, which is not 
particularly late (RMB). Purple Martins were heard 
at Seattle, Sept. 12 (ZMS). 

Ravens, Chickadees, Bushtits—Common Ravens 
were fairly numerous at Comox; 20 or more were 
seen, Sept. 11, but all had gone by the end of 
the period. They were seen fairly often at Victoria, 
as they fly from the mountains to the beaches. 
Chestnut-backed Chickadees (24) came to Blaine, 
Nov. 22. Bushtits were still increasing at Comox; 
an estimated 60 were at the same place as last 
sn and a few in a new location (D. Guthrie, fide 

P). 

Wrens, Thrushes—The last House Wren was 
seen at Victoria, Aug. 24. Late migrant Am. Robins, 
that generally winter at Comox, arrived the end 
ot October. Varied Thrushes were quite rare at 
Comox, and did not show up during the cold 
Weather the first part of November as expected. 


One was found dead at Seattle, Sept. 26; the first 
were noted at Bellevue and Rockport, Oct. 27 (FS, 
WH). A fair number of Hermit Thrushes were 
noted at Victoria from Sept. 24 to 29, with a 
migration of Varied Thrushes. The Hermits were 
noted in several places in Seattle and at Bellevue, 
Nov. 18, after the snow storm; a few were found 
dead (VEC, WH). The last Olive-backed Thrush 
was reported from Seattle, Sept. 29 (RMB). 

Kinglets, Pipits, Shrikes, Starlings—The mixed 
parties of kinglets, chickadees, nuthatches, etc., 
that used to be seen regularly at Comox, seemed 
to be entirely absent. Golden-crowned and Ruby- 
crowned Kinglets returned to Victoria about Sept. 
25 (ARD); Golden-crowns to Seattle, Sept. 26, 
and Ruby-crowns, Sept. 30 (RMB). Both species 
seemed to be more numerous in the Seattle area 
(ZMS). The first Water Pipits were seen at Victoria, 
Sept. 11, with the height of migration about Sept. 
18. The last was observed, Oct. 5. A group of 24 
was at Rockport from Sept. 20 to 22 (FS). In 
mid-September a flock was flushed from the lawn 
of a residence near the University of Washington 
campus, an odd place (ZMS). A Gray Shrike was 
seen at Bellevue, Oct. 11 (WH); and at Victoria, 
Nov. 1 and 7. In a flock of about 1500 Red-winged 
and Brewer's Blackbirds at Comox (no date given), 
there were an estimated 500 Common Starlings, by 
far the largest number ever seen there. A small flock 
of starlings was seen at Victoria, Oct. 15. 

Warblers —Orange-crowned Warblers were in 
good song at Comox, Aug. 21. The last one was 
seen at Blaine, Sept. 2. They seemed to be numerous 
at Seattle during mid-September and were last 
reported, Sept. 20 (RMB). Two Yellow Warblers 
were seen at Comox as late as Aug. 19; and 2 
at Victoria, Sept. 6. One was banded at Blaine, 
Sept. 12, and the last was reported at Seattle, 
Sept. 24 (late, RMB). Audubon’s Warblers were 
seen in widely separated places at Comox in early 
November (Laing, fide TP). The main migration 
of Audubon’s at Victoria occurred from Sept. 24 
to 29. Two were at Blaine on Sept. 28. The last 
Black-throated Gray Warbler was seen at Seattle, 
Oct. 1 (RMB). A male Townsend’s Warbler at 
Comox, Sept. 18, with other migrant small birds, 
was late. They are permanent residents in the Puget 
Sound area in small numbers. Mrs. Schultz observed 
a Hermit Warbler just north of Seattle, Aug. 16. 
They are rare north of the Tacoma “prairies.” 
Two -Common Yellowthroats were at Blaine, Aug. 
26; the last seen was one on Sept. 1; and the last 
at Bellevue, Sept. 17. Black-capped Warblers were 
last reported at Blaine, Aug. 21, which was early 
(LHK), in contrast to the Seattle report of Sept. 
22, which was late (RMB). 

Meadowlarks, Blackbirds, Tanagers.—A group of 
44 Western Meadowlarks came to fields at the 
Kline place near Blaine, Nov. 13, during the very 
cold weather. This was a goodly number for that 
area at that time of year. The last Red-winged 
Blackbird was seen at Rockport in the foothills, Oct. 
17; and the last Brewer's, Nov. 22. The last 
Western Tanager was noted at Blaine, Sept. 16. 
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An immature bird was picked up dead at Seattle, 
Sept. 14. 

Finches, Sparrows.—Five House Finches at 
Blaine, Oct. 19, were Mrs. Kline’s first record. 
A Gray-crowned Rosy Finch (very occasional) 
was recorded at Rockport, Nov. 17 (FS). Am. 
Goldfinches were feeding young at Comox, Aug. 
29; the last was at Victoria, Oct. 19, and at Blaine, 
Oct. 22. Savannah Sparrows were much _ below 
average on migration at Comox. The main flight 
at Victoria was in the middle of August, with the 
last on Oct. 19. A small flock of a larger subspecies 
was seen, Oct. 20. The last one at Blaine was 
recorded, Sept. 22. An Am. Tree Sparrow was 
recorded at Bellevue, Oct. 21 (WH). Chipping 
Sparrows were last seen at Victoria, Sept. 29. One 
White-crowned Sparrow sang once on the campus 
of the University of Washington, Sept. 5 (MRF). 
The scarcity of these and the Golden-crowns in 
migration at Comox was marked; usually they are 
quite common. Five (Gambel’s) White-crowned 
Sparrows were trapped at Blaine, Oct. 23. First 
Golden-crowns came to Victoria, Sept. 7; to Blaine, 
Sept. 28; to Bellevue, Oct. 4 (banded, WHR); to 
Seattle (2 immatures), Sept. 19 (RMB). Fox Spar- 
rows had not turned up in usual numbers in the 
Region. The first return for Victoria was Sept. 23 
(not many); and 1 was found dead at Seattle, 
Sept. 18. Two transient Lincoln’s Sparrows were 
seen at Victoria, Aug. 5; 1 at Bellevue, Sept. 14 
(1 dead, Sept. 22, WH); and at Seattle, Sept. 
22 (RMB). A pair of the unusual Snow Buntings 
at the southern end of Bainbridge Island, Oct. 30, 
were well described by Mrs. Colwell—MarTHA R. 
FLAHAUT and ZELLA M. SCHULTZ, Washington 
State Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, 
Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The 
annual end-of-summer heat wave extended _ this 
year from Aug. 31 to Sept. 3 near the coast, with 
“hottest ever’ 
records at a num- 
ber of inland 
points during the 
same period 
(e.g., 103° at 
Mt. Shasta, and 
111-112° in the 
Sacramento V4l- 
ley). Although 
fog then mod- 
erated tempera- 
tures coastally, 
at points well 
inland they con- 
tinued to reach 
100° or more 
daily until Sept. 
12, during which 
time there was 
little bird movement evident. The first light rains 
on Sept. 14-15 and 17 extended south only to Marin 
County and Stockton, but brought a wave of warblers 
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and early vagrants of wintering sparrows, as wel] as 
influxes of dabbling ducks. Late September move. 
ments could not be so easily associated with low 
altitude weather, which was very mild from then until 
mid-November. However, a light storm over the 
Sierra Nevada on Sept. 24 and a heavier rain in the 
northwestern part of the Region on Oct. 9 and 10, 
which was followed by an abrupt but temporary cool. 
ing, may have had some influence. Departures gener. 
ally were gradual, with a few lingering individuals: 
and arrivals showed no marked influx of full winter 
population levels until a sudden southward rush of 
cold air on Nov. 12 put an end to the mild weather 
and was followed by heavy rain over most of the 
Region on Nov. 13-14, with snow both in the Sierra 
and at moderate altitudes in the North Coast Ranges, 
Responses to this sudden onset of wintry weather are 
detailed below for such diverse birds as geese and 
ducks, certain shorebirds, Mountain Chickadees, Am. 
Robins, Common Starlings and Evening Grosbeak. A 
series of subsequent lesser storms by Nov. 30 brought 
the total seasonal rainfall to well above normal in 
northern California and to near normal through the 
rest of the Region. For the first time in several years, 
the outlook was for a real winter and it did not favor 
the continued presence of the stragglers of primarily 
summer species, some of which were still present 
after the storm of Nov. 13-14. 
Loons to Petrels —-A Common Loon was on Clear 
Lake at Nice, Lake Co., Nov. 22 (E. McClintock). 
W. J. Fitzpatrick saw an Eared Grebe on Sept. 29 
above Lyell Base Camp, Yosemite National Park, at 
12,000 feet, the highest altitude recorded for this 
species. Sooty Shearwaters continued abundant to at 
least Sept. 6, when 250,000 were estimated passing 
the Santa Cruz wharf in 2 hours (W. B. Minturn). 
On Sept. 11 a Black-footed Albatross and 2 all-dark 
petrels, probably Ashy, were seen at 8 miles east of 
the SE Farallon Island (H. L. Cogswell, Golden Gate 
Audubon Society). No shearwaters other than the 
usual Sooties and Pink-foots were noted on this date; 
but on Oct. 16, somewhat later than any other off- 
shore observations in the Region in recent years, 19 
Gray-backed Shearwaters were seen between about 
10 miles E and 7 miles northwest of the island (Alan 
Craig, Sacramento Audubon Society). Also noted on 
this trip were: Black-footed Albatross, 6; Sooty 
Shearwater, 300; Pink-footed Shearwater, 16; Fulmar, 
11; Fork-tailed Petrel, 2 (at 11 miles offshore and 
beyond) ; Ashy or Black Petrel, 2. Two days later, on 
Oct. 18, en route to the SE Farallon, Arthur J. Ben- 
nett saw 1 albatross, 1 Slender-billed Shearwater, 2 
Black-vented Shearwaters, a number of Sooties, and a 
record-breaking 55 Gray-backed Shearwaters, 50 
of them in one flock! On Sept. 9 at Moss Landing a 
Fork-tailed Petrel and an Ashy Petrel were found 
dead on the beach (WBM); and at Bay Farm Island 
on the east side of San Francisco Bay a vagrant Ashy 
Petrel was carefully observed as it was pursued briefly 
by a Sparrow Hawk, then as it flew low over and 
settled momentarily on the water among wading Am. 
Avocets and dowitchers (HLC)—all in all, a very 
good year for petreis'! 
Herons, Ibises—In October it was discovered that 
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$3 egrets nostly Americans plus a few Snowies, were 
wantonly slaughtered in July by rifle-bearing target- 
shooters who visited the colony on Little Marin Island 
ia North San Francisco Bay (the only one known in 
the North Bay area—see Audubon Field Notes 
9:354). By admirably persistent, expert detective 
work California Fish and Game officials obtained evi- 
dence which has now resulted in the arrest of the 
culprits—but the colony still remains in private 
ownership and unpatrolled, if indeed the birds will 
now return to nest there next year. In the Yolo By- 
Pass a White-faced Ibis was seen on Oct. 3, and two 
on Oct. 28, by Alice Williams, who also reports that 
she saw a flock of 25 near Davis on Sept. 6, 1953. 

Geese.—The first White-fronted Geese noted were 
20 near Walnut Grove, Sept. 26 (Don McLean). By 
Oct. 2 there were 2500 near Thornton ( E. R. 
Pickett). Other species of geese did not reach the 
Sacramento Valley until the end of October (Calif. 
Fish and Game Dept.), their arrival no doubt cor- 
related with the break in the weather caused by the 
minor storms of Oct. 26, 31 and Nov. 1. About 150 
Snow Geese passed southward over Big Lagoon and 
Arcata on Oct. 15 (Rolf Mall). Over 1200 Ross’s 
Geese were estimated to be on Gray Lodge Wildlife 
Management Area, west of Gridley, on Nov. 18 
(John Cowan), and others elsewhere in the Sacra- 
mento Valley bring the total known population of 
this species, thought to be in danger of extinction a 
few years ago, to over 5000 (David Marshall, fide 
V. Ekedahl), a very healthy increase. The total goose 
population in the upper Sacramento Valley, however, 
seems to be close to that of a year ago, (Cackling) 
Canada Geese being up in numbers (VE) and White- 
fronts down (JC). The biologists’ count on the Gray 
Lodge Area on Nov. 18, at the end of the first part 
of the hunting season, showed about 68,000 Snow 
Geese and 21,000 dark geese. At Los Banos Refuge, 
there were about 2800 White-fronted and 2500 Snow 
Geese on Nov. 12 (Arnold Small); but populations 
of all kinds of geese there as of Dec. 3 were below 
normal (Wm. Anderson). 

Ducks —The Aug. 25 tally of dabblers on the 4 
major refuges in the upper Sacramento Valley showed 
a total of 78,000 ducks, including 55,000 Pintails and 
10,000 Mallards, most of the rest being teal. There 
was a widespread increase in Pintail populations fol- 
lowing the light rains on Sept. 14, and the first Am. 
Widgeons arrived at Lake Merritt, Oakland, at this 
time also, but increased only gradually to 400 after 
the Nov. 13 storm. By this time most of the 1200 
Pintails present there in early November had gone 
(Paul Covel). Many dabblers disperse thus from 
refuge areas if water is available elsewhere when the 
hunting season closes, but the complete absence of 
Pintails at Conn Lake, Napa Co., on Dec. 4 (Harry 
Adamson) shows this behavior to an unusually com- 
plete degree. This dispersal in late November and 
again in January causes only a minimum of crop 
damage in the Sacramento Valley, for, unlike the 
Situation when the ducks first arrive, all the rice and 
most other crops have been harvested. The concen- 
tration on the refuges while hunting is still in 
Progress enables a much more accurate census of 


the populations then. That of Nov. 18 on the Gray 
Lodge Area alone, which held only 6500 ducks on 
Aug. 25, totaled 1,400,000 ducks, 50% being Pin- 
tails and 40% Mallards plus Am. Widgeon (JC). 
On Nov. 12 at Los Banos, an area not included in 
any of the above figures for ducks, Small estimated 
32,000 Mallards, 25,000 Pintails, 16,000 Am. Widg- 
eons, and 8000 Shovellers. Far greater numbers are 
normally present on the several federal refuges, for 
which figures are not at hand. A first 6 Wood Ducks 
were at Lanes Bridge, north of Fresno, on Sept. 17 
(WBM). Many subsequent records in Coast Range 
areas extend north to Arcata and Prairie Creek and 
south to near Los Gatos. On Dec. 4 at Conn Lake 
there were about 350 (HA)—the highest number ever 
noted at one locality in the Region, at least in recent 
years. Among the diving ducks only a few items are 
of significance. Canvas-backs reached good numbers 
on San Francisco Bay, but Lesser Scaups were far sub- 
normal, at least at Lake Merritt, where less than 10 
were present instead of the usual 100 or more (PC). 
At Southside Park, Sacramento, Ring-necked Ducks 
increased from 2 on Sept. 25 to an unusually high 
maximum of 90 on Nov. 11 (E. A. Albertson, ERP). 
Surf Scoters were present in numbers early—by Oct. 
5 at San Francisco Beach (Betsy D. Cutler), and 210 
on Oct. 6 at Bodega Bay (Joseph Kittredge). A 
lone Ruddy Duck was 9 miles or more offshore from 
San Francisco on Oct. 16 (AC, SAS). 

Vultures, Hawks—Migrating flocks of Turkey Vul- 
tures were noted northeast of Woodland, 75 to 100 
on Oct. 9 (AW); at Willow Creek, 20 on Oct. 10 
(Robert Talmadge), and southwest of Davis, 75 on 
Oct. 16 (HLC). A White-tailed Kite at Stone La- 
goon, Humboldt Co., on Nov. 5 (Bill Hines, fide 
RM) was 70 miles north of the previously-known 
range of the species near the coast. One observed by 
Gordon L. Bolander in Santa Rosa apparently passed 
daily over 10 miles of unfavorable habitat between 
feeding and roosting areas. It hovered over small 
vacant lots of a residential area on Sept. 23. Two 
immature Goshawks were at Butte Lake, Lassen Co., 
on Sept. 7 (Helen Grant). A Rough-legged Hawk 
seen at close range in Tulare Lake Bed, Oct. 7 
(WBM), was a month in advance of all prior records. 
Five Marsh Hawks were seen in the Yosemite area, 
more than in any prior year; the first 2, on Sept. 27, 
at 8700 feet altitude. Also in Yosemite, a Prairie 
Falcon was at 11,000 feet in Parker Pass on Oct. 6, 
and an albino falcon, probably a Prairie, was at 
Peregoy Meadow, 7000 feet, on Nov. 12 (WJF). 

Cranes.—Fifty Sandhill Cranes were seen neai 
Thornton, Oct. 11 (W. Darsie), but only a few were 
in this delta area until Oct. 26 (Calif. F. and G.) 
On Nov. 11 about 1500 were seen there (Wayne 
O'Neill) ; 250 on Nov. 12 at Los Banos (AS); and 
1000 at a ranch north of Los Banos Refuge on Nov. 
26 (Wm. Anderson). 

Shorebirds —Four Am. Golden Plovers were seen 
in a field NW of Arcata on Nov. 11, near but not 
mixing with Black-bellied Plovers (RM). Five miles 
north of Blackwell's Corners in the barren western 
part of San Joaquin Valley, where contributing ob- 
servers seldom go, 325 Mountain Plovers were seen 
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on Nov. 12 (AS). The Solitary Sandpiper, missed 
entirely in many years, was noted 3 times: 1 at Butte 
Lake, Lassen National Park, Sept. 7 (HG); 1 at 
Forestville, Sept. 24 (JK); and 1 on the American 
River east of Sacramento, Oct. 4 (DM). Two Pectoral 
Sandpipers were at Santa Cruz, Sept. 5 (WBM), and 
3 near Woodland, Oct. 22 (W. Kirsher, Bob Cun- 
ningham, ERP). At Bay Farm Island and adjacent 
San Leandro Bay the progressive destruction of shore- 
bird habitat, discussed in the last issue, has made 
further, though not yet great, inroads on peak num- 
bers of the commoner species. At least 50,000 West- 
ern Sandpipers still massed in one flock at high tide 
east of San Leandro Bay on Sept. 1 (Roger Barton, 
HLC), a number greater than noted last year, but 
considerably below estimates by various observers in 
1948-51. On Bay Farm Island, Mrs. Junea W. Kelly 
found only 7000 to 8000 Westerns on Sept. 4. Larger 
shorebirds were also scarce here at that date, but 
increased later (700 Marbled Godwits, 900 Willets 
on Sept. 23—HLC; 1000 Am. Avocets on Sept. 25— 
JWK). The phalarope flight was only fair, with 
hundreds of Northerns in places where thousands 
usually occur, and only a few Northerns and Reds off- 
shore in September. Inland ponds near Woodland 
held 30 Wilson’s Phalaropes on Aug. 20, while on 
Sept. 18 there were 15 Northerns there (EAA). 

Jaegers, Gulls, Terns.—A Parasitic Jaeger chased 
terns at San Francisco Beach, Aug. 12 (BDC), and 
4 were seen about a mile out in Monterey Bay on 
Sept. 2, as well as 2 Pomarines and 4 of undetermined 
species (Ben F. King, Jr.). By Sept. 11 the peak of 
the jaeger flight was apparently past, but 3 were seen 
in and near the Golden Gate (at least one a Poma- 
rine) and a small, dark one 13 miles offshore on that 
date (HLC, GGAS). The first two Western Gulls 
following salmon runs up the Trinity River were 
noted Sept. 1, then up to 4 together were frequent 
between Willow Creek and Weitchpec until the Nov. 
13 storm raised the river (RT). A Black-legged Kitti- 
wake was seen east of SE Farallon Island, Oct. 16 
(AC), and 1 was at Mad River-mouth, Humboldt 
Co., Oct. 22 (RM). Twenty Sabine’s Gulls were seen 
on Sept. 2 from a boat in Monterey Bay (BFK), and 
3 and 30 were noted near the Farallon Islands on 
Sept. 11 (HLC) and Oct. 16 (AC), respectively. 
Common Terns were frequently equal in number to 
Forster's at San Francisco Beach, Aug. 13 to Sept. 
22 (BDC), and an especially late one was at Berke- 
ley Aquatic Park, Nov. 11 (A. L. Curl). Arctic Terns 
were again found at Pajaro River-mouth, 2 on Sept. 
1, and at Santa Cruz, 2 on Sept. 3 (WBM). Two 
Caspian Terns at Mad River-mouth, Humboldt Co., 
on Oct. 30 (RM) constitute a new northernmost 
record on the California coast. Also rare that far 
north on the coast was a Black Tern at Bodega Bay, 
Sept. 30 (JK). 

Alcids.—Nearly all species that could be expected 
were observed: 4 Marbled Murrelets at Del Mar, east 
of Santa Cruz, Sept. 7, and a Xantus’s Murrelet near 
Point Pinos the same day (WBM); a Xantus’s Mur- 
relet on Nov. 4 dead on the beach near Mad River- 
mouth (RM) is a 140-mile northward range extension 
for the species; 6 Ancient Murrelets at Monterey (1 
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in harbor), Nov. 26 (EAA); and 3 (j dead) at 
Moss Beach, San Mateo Co., Dec. 4 (HLC). Some 
Pigeon Guiliemots at the SE Farallon still carried 
food to nesting niches on Sept. 11, but only 6 
Cassin’s Auklets were seen there then (HLC, GGAS), 
although 23 were counted between there and the N 
Farallon on Oct. 16. Rhinoceros Auklets and a Tufted 
Puffin were also found on this latter date (AC). 

Owls through Woodpeckers. — During the hot 
weather of the early fall a Screech Owl came at night 
to a bird bath in Sunol (Milton Seibert). A Pygmy 
Owl was seen at Alum Rock Park, east of San Jose. 
Oct. 23 (Grace Brubaker), and one at Prairie Creek 
State Park, Nov. 11 and 12, one day after a Say. 
whet Owl drowned in a rain barrel there (Ken Legg). 
The Great Gray Owl still apparently increases jp 
Yosemite (WJF); one was seen on the Glacier Point 
Road, Nov. 4 (WBM), and 3 on Nov. 11 (AC). On 
Sept. 3 Joseph Kittredge saw 4 Common Nighthawks 
at Eureka, where they are irregular visitants. Several 
Black Swifts were at Burney Falls State Park, Aug. 16 
(Vic Herrman) ; and the young one left the nest on 
the Santa Cruz coast (described in the last issue) 
on Sept. 17, after 44 days of nestling life (KL). 
Twenty or more Vaux's Swifts were at Alameda, Sept 
25 (HA, Paul Opler); and one was seen 13 miles 
offshore from the Golden Gate on Oct. 16 (AC 
SAS). Male Allen’s Hummingbirds were seen at Mt. 
Hermon, Sept. 8 (Adist Boylan), and at El Cerrito 
about the same date, while a very late female or 
immature Allen’s or Rufous was at the latter place 
to Oct. 29 (ALC). Two hybrid flickers (Yellow x 
Red-shafted) were seen: a male at Palo Alto, Nov. 
11 and 13 (Edith Buss) and a female at Pacific 
Grove, Dec. 2 (Emily D. Smith). A (Red-breasted) 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker appeared at Santa Rosa on 
Sept. 17, three weeks earlier than prior records there 
(GLB); and one of the Red-naped subspecies, rare 
west of the Sierra, was at El Portal, Oct. 28 (WJF). 
An Arctic Woodpecker was near Emigrant Gap, Placer 
Co., on Aug. 21 at the unusually low elevation of 
5700 feet (HG). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—An immature Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher, a species entirely new to this Region, was 
observed closely on the beach west of Santa Cruz, 
Nov. 18 (Edith Nelson, Mr. & Mrs. Luther Dunlap, 
Roberta Long). Western Wood Pewees were un 
usually numerous as migrants to Sept. 28, with late 
ones at Ross, Oct. 5 (JWK), and north of Fresno, 
Oct. 12 (WBM). Ken Legg saw 5 Bank Swallows 
west of Santa Cruz, Sept. 7, a record of interest be 
cause of the lack of fall dates for this very local 
species. Except for a couple of late Barn Swallows 
on Oct. 23 north of Fresno, other swallows departed 
normally. 

Corvids, Chickadees, Nuthatches. — Spectacular 
movements occurred in several species of these fami- 
lies that normally are more or less resident in boreal 
areas, and these took place in some cases long before 
the onset of cold weather. The explanation in the 
case of the nutcrackers—the fact that their staple 
diets at high altitudes, the seeds of Whitebark and 
Lodgepole Pines, failed to materialize (DM)—may 
well be pertinent to the shift in Gray and Steller's 
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jays also. The Gray Jays appeared in almost en- 


tirely un} recedented areas far south of their normal 
range: 1 in late August on Mt. Rose, Nevada, north- 
east of Lake Tahoe (Roger Barton) ; 4 near the coast 
3 miles south of Mendocino, Sept. 13 (JK); and 
4 or more near the north boundary of Lassen Na- 
tional Park, Oct. 16 (EM). Meanwhile 4 at Prairie 
Creek on Oct. 2 (KL) were within the normal range. 
These occurrences, all of them independently re- 
ported by experienced observers, indicate that a num- 
her of long-discredited pre-1930 sight records from 
the same general areas (see Pacific Coast Avifauna, 
No. 27:282-3) may actually be at least in part valid. 
Steller’s Jays appeared for the first time in 15 or 
more years on the floor of the Central Valley of 
California from Fresno (WBM) to Glenn Counties, 
the first flock of 7 or 8 being noted at Yolo By-Pass 
on Oct. 6 (EAA) and others to the end of November 
at various points. Most impressive were the aggrega- 
tions of 75 flying over Princeton, Colusa Co., Oct. 28 
(Lloyd Garlett) and about 100 (30 actually counted) 
in orchards at Glenn on Nov. 4 (Mrs. J. E. Balch). 
Two Pifion Jays in Yosemite Valley on Oct. 13 were 
the second-known occurrence there (WJF). Numer- 
ous Clark's Nutcrackers spread westward not only 
to Yosemite Valley (Oct. 20 to Nov. 5—WJF, 
WBM) but on to the coast, where 1 was seen in San 
Francisco on Oct. 23 (Bradley Sibley) and several 
on Nov. 26; thence to Carmel, where 8 were seen 
together (DM). Mountain Chickadees also invaded 
the valley north of Fresno, increasing from 2 on Oct. 
15 to a maximum of 12 on Nov. 16 (WBM); and 
1 was at Courtland, Oct. 22 to 26 (Barbara O'Neill). 
However, on Oct. 6 one was at an exceptionally high 
altitude, 12,400 ft., on Kuna Peak, Yosemite (WJF). 
During the storm of Nov. 13 small flocks appeared 
in the Trinity River valley at Willow Creek, a few 
miles from and thousands of feet below nearby areas 
where the species is normally resident (RT). Of 
somewhat milder nature was the occurrence of small 
numbers of Red-breasted Nuthatches over most of 
the Region, beginning in August, with some reaching 
Sacramento in September and October. 

Mockingbirds, Thrushes—In Mountain View, 
Santa Clara Co., a late Mockingbird nest still held 
young on Sept. 1 and fledglings were nearby on Sept. 
19 (Agnes Weseman). The species was widely noted 
north to Santa Rosa, where it occurs so far only as 
a non-breeder, from July through the winter (GLB). 
Am. Robins were still numerous near Lake Tahoe, 
6300 ft., on Sept. 24 (ERP), and did not arrive in 
coastal lowlands in numbers until early November, 
increasing again after the Nov. 13 storm from Arcata 
southward. Thousands were in open woodland. east 
of Hopland on Nov. 25 (RM). Varied Thrushes were 
only moderately numerous, and inland were rather 
late in arriving (Oct. 29 at Yosemite—WJF). An 
unusual instance of a Hermit Thrush (banded) feed- 
ing another one (young?) and defending it against 
a Mockingbird was noted on Oct. 24 in Sacramento 
(Muricl Kaminsky), where the species does not 
breed. A very late Olive-backed Thrush was seen 


9 miles south of Sacramento, Oct. 28 (Alfreda 
Meuser ). 


Pipits, Phainopeplas, Starlings —Twelve Water 
Pipits on Aug. 24 at 11,200 ft. in Piute Pass, south- 
west of Bishop (Cora Baker, Betty Kimball, AM) are 
representative of the apparently normal, but rarely 
detected, late summer movement by this species along 
the high mountains. One was seen on Oct. 16 flying 
81/4 miles offshore from the Golden Gate (AC, SAS). 
Phainopeplas reached a very unusual maximum of 
44 on Nov. 12 at Lanes Bridge, north of Fresno, with 
23 in sight at once, mostly in elderberry bushes 
(WBM). Common Starlings again appeared in 
greater numbers than in previous years, being noted 
after the Nov. 13 storm at many heretofore un- 
recorded locations from Prairie Creek State Park 
(KL) to near Santa Rosa (“smoke-cloud flocks’ — 
GLB) and Petaluma (1500 on Nov. 19—Ben & 
Marie Eizinger). 

Warblers, Icterids—A female Black and White 
Warbler came to a bird bath at Inverness on Nov. 
27 (Grace Miller); and the still rarer Tennessee 
Warbler was found at Fresno on Sept. 18—a female 
carefully identified in hand by Minturn after his 
grandson cornered it in a garage. The flight of the 
commoner warblers was mostly normal, large numbers 
being concentrated near water in the high to middle 
altitudes, as in the Blue Lakes area in early August 
where 7 species were in mixed flocks and 100 or more 
could be seen in a half day (EM). Real waves of 
Yellows surged through the Bay Area from Sept. 15 
to Oct. 1, and stragglers to Oct. 13. One was found 
dead in San Francisco on Nov. 16 (JWK). The flight 
of Yellow Warblers was noted only on Sept. 24 to 
26 at Sacramento and Fresno. Black-throated Grays 
were seen there chiefly at the same times although 2 
were at Lanes Bridge as late as Nov. 16 (WBM). 
Black-throated Gray, Townsend's, Hermit, and Black- 
capped Warblers all made use of a bird bath at Mt. 
Hermon during the hot days of Sept. 4 and 5 (Lelah 
Miller). A female Hermit Warbler was seen in 
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, on Aug. 20 (Chas. 
Hines), a rather early date there. An unusual con- 
centration of about 100 female and young Bullock's 
Orioles was attracted by water on a lawn at Glenn, 
Aug. 16, fully 34 being counted on the lawn at one 
time, some bathing. The next day all were gone, 
including the 15 that had been present before the 
influx (Mrs. T. E. Balch). A belated female or im- 
mature Bullock's Oriole flew into a window at Sac- 
ramento on Nov. 26 (F. G. Evenden). Two young 
Brown-headed Cowbirds were being fed by Chipping 
Sparrows and Audubon’s Warblers at the S end of 
Lake Tahoe during the first half of August (VH). 
This area, over 6200 feet in altitude, has been in- 
vaded only recently by this species, which is now 
common here in the breeding season (ERP, ef al.) 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows.—The migration 
of Western Tanagers was unusually extended, from 
early August at Blue Lakes (EM) and widely in the 
Coast Ranges, Aug. 20 to Oct. 4, and near Sacra- 
mento on Aug. 21 (WK) and Sept. 18 (FGE). Late 
ones were at Upper Lake, Oct. 12 (JK), and at El 
Portal, Oct. 23 (WJF). A Black-headed Grosbeak 
at Porcupine Flat, 8000 ft., was not only the latest 
ever recorded in the Yosemite area, but was at an 
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unusually high altitude considering the date (WJF). 
Flocks of Evening Grosbeaks appeared a week or 
more after the November storm near Los Gatos 
(EDS), Forestville (JK), and Upper Lake (EM), 
while one at Los Banos on Nov. 12 (AS) just pre- 
ceded it. Five Cassin’s Finches were seen near Sacra- 
mento on Oct. 4 (DM). Minturn saw a single Pine 
Grosbeak at Bridal Veil Campground, 7000 ft., Yose- 
mite National Park, on Nov. 4, and he also found 
a Sage Sparrow near the Merced Wildlife Manage- 
ment Area on Oct. 28, midway between the isolated 
breeding ranges of two of the races of this species. 
White-throated Sparrows were noted at 6 localities 
from Arcata (RM) to Soquel (R. J. Richardson). 
White-crowned Sparrows of the subspecies oriantha 
were still at Lake Tahoe on Sept. 24 (ERP). Fox 
Sparrows were present both at 7800 and at 2800 feet 
on the Placerville to Tahoe road on Sept. 24 also 
(ERP), a few days before the first ones reached 
coastal lowlands. Another species new to this Region 
(in addition to Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, see above) 
was the Chestnut-collared Longspur, 2 of which 
(with an unidentified longspur) were studied closely 
for over an hour on Oct. 9 at Point Reyes. The two 
observers (Chas. D. Fisher, AC), one of whom is 
familiar with these and other longspurs in the mid- 
West, checked the tail pattern repeatedly as the birds 
were flushed—Howarp L. CoGswELt, Dept. of 
Biological Sciences, Mills College, Oakland 13, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION.—Sep- 
tember marked a continuance of the summer hot spell. 
The coastal area north of Santa Barbara had tempera- 
tures averaging 
below normal 
for this month 
in spite of the 
high tempera- 
tures the first 
of the month 
(102° at Santa 
“| Maria). From 
Los Angeles 
south, however, 
tempera- 
tures averaged 
well above nor- 
mal for Sep- 
tember, with 
Los Angeles and San Diego reporting the warmest 
September of record. Los Angeles averaged 3.5° and 
San Diego averaged 2.8° above normal. The high 
of 110° on September 1st in downtown Los Angeles 
was the hottest ever recorded for that date. The 
Owens Valley (Mojave Desert) was slightly below 
normal (-0.3°) and the Yuma area (Colorado Des- 
ert) was slightly above normal (+0.4°); the high 
temperatures of the first part of the month were 
balanced by low temperatures the last part. Precipita- 
tion during September was below normal everywhere 
in southern California with measurable precipitation 
occurring only in the Owens Valley (0.14 inches at 
Bishop). During October the southern California 
coast and coastal valleys experienced below normal 
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temperatures (—1.1°). The intermediate valleys were 
near normal, but the Owens Valley was ab: ve normal 
(+1.3° at Bishop), and the Colorado River Valley 
was well above normal (+3.3° at Yuma) Burbank 
recorded 0.01 inch of rain, but elsewhere in southern 
California, precipitation during October amounted to 
no more than a trace. Normal precipitation for this 
area as a whole is about 0.5 inch for October. During 
November all of southern California was about 1° 
below normal temperature. The first real storm of 
the season brought rain to most of southern California 
on November 14. Temperatures dropped into the low 
40’s in the lowlands during the rain, and below. 
freezing conditions prevailed in the mountains which 
received from 4 to 14 inches of snow. At Big Bear 
in the San Bernardino Mountains, a full-scale blizzard 
struck. High winds felled trees and swirled 10 inches 
of snow across the mountainsides. Rainfall at this 
date was still about an inch behind last year. During 
the month the coast from about Los Angeles north 
received above normal precipitation. Southward, how- 
ever, precipitation was below normal. 

The November storms hit the mountain areas par- 
ticularly hard with the result that such montane 
species as Am. Robins, Mountain Chickadees, Town- 
send’s Solitaires, and even Clark’s Nutcrackers made 
an early and somewhat unexpected appearance in the 
lowlands during mid- and late November. It is to be 
regretted that the continued development of our 
coastal areas has resulted in the loss of much natural 
habitat of an intertidal nature at Mission Bay, Glor- 
ietta Bay, Upper Newport Bay, Alamitos Bay, and 
Playa del Rey. Dredging and filling operations in 
these areas have converted Salicornia marshes, tidal 
lagoons and <stuaries, 2>d tidal mudflats and sandflats 
to sand beaches and boat harbors. Displacement of 
some shorebirds was inevitable. The new habitat 
seemed somewhat favorable (especially on Glorietta 
Bay) to such species as Caspian and Royal Terns, 
Sanderlings, and Snowy Plovers. Of the shorebirds, 
the Willets seemed best able to adapt to new feeding 
conditions as they were seen feeding in flocks of 
several thousand on the rocky breakwater of Playa 
del Rey and other rocky coastline areas. Sandy beaches 
also continued to attract large numbers’ of Willets 
as did tide-pool areas. Marbled Godwits and Hudson- 
ian Curlews seemed to have fared well along the 
coastal sandy beaches (which they normally fre- 
quented at times anyway), while conclusions cannot 
yet be drawn on the displacement of such mud-flat 
devotees as Long-billed Dowitchers, Knots, Western 
Sandpipers, Long-billed Curlews, and Red-backed 
Sandpipers. In this Region large areas of this type 
of natural habitat may be found only at Morro Bay, 
Sandyland (near Santa Barbara), Point Mugu (re- 
stricted entry), Malibu (very small area, but im- 
portant), Venice Canal (small part of extensive 
marshes which formerly existed at Playa del Rey), 
Bixby Slough, Bolsa Chica, Santa Marguerita (re- 
stricted entry), and some parts of Mission Bay and 
vicinity. 

Loons, Grebes.—The loon migration was generally 
light and well-dispersed until early December when 
the first large flight was recorded. On Dec. 10, 2 day 








were 
Ormal] 
Valley 
tbank 
ithern 
ted to 
r this 
uring 
ut 1° 
m of 
fornia 
e low 
elow- 
which 
Bear 
zzard 
nches 
this 
uring 
north 
how- 


of offshore fog, a flight of more than 3000 loons (of 
all three common species) was counted in a three- 
hour period. Red-throated Loons predominated. Long 
lines of loons were seen flying well offshore while 
close to the coast were numerous large flocks consist- 
ing of many hundreds of loons. A follow-up survey 
was made the next day and far fewer loons were 
seen close to the coast while almost none were seen 
to be migrating offshore (Ep., Mimi Small, James 
Huffman, R. Dudley Ross). Red-necked Grebes were 
unreported. Horned Grebes were very numerous or 
even common. In many places along the coast they 
far outnumbered Eared Grebes. Thus has continued 
their steady increase as winter visitants to this area 
as within the past five winters their numbers have 
risen steadily and consistently. One hundred and fifty 
Horned Grebes were on Glorietta Bay, San Diego Co., 
Nov. 30, as compared to only about 50 Eared Grebes 
(Maureen J. Heraty, Ethel Brown). One Horned 
Grebe reached the Salton Sea, where they are rare 
(Nov. 15, Bill Lofthouse) while Eared Grebes on 
the Salton Sea numbered only about 300 during Sep- 
tember as determined by aerial survey (Ed. J. 
O'Neill). Western Grebes were late and relatively 
scarce by mid-October in the San Diego area (C. H. 
Channing, Dean Fisher). 

Shearwaters through Ibises—A Sooty Shearwater 
was seen from the beach near Oceanside, Sept. 25 
(James F. Clements, e¢ al.) and about 20 were close 
to the Venice beach, Nov. 15 (Ep.). White Pelicans 
migrated south over inland valleys in small flocks 
during late October and early November and small 
groups of from 4 to 10 were present on such large 
lakes as Chatsworth, Mathews, and Henshaw. Seven 
hundred and ten were counted by aerial survey in 
the Imperial Valley on Sept. 21-22 and about 150 
remained on Nov. 8 (EJO'’N). White Pelicans 
reached the coast south of Morro Bay (where they 
are regular in winter) as follows: 2 at Malibu, Sept. 
18 (Warren G. Blazer); 1, Playa del Rey, Sept. 26 
(Ep.); 15, Bolsa Chica, Oct. 20 (William van 
Langingham, fide Francis Raymond); 7, Ventura Co. 
Gun Club, Nov. 19 (Ep., MS, JH, RDR); and 1 on 
Upper Newport Bay, Oct. 2 (Ep., JH) had increased 
to 12 by Nov. 26 (Ep., JH, MS). Brown Pelicans, 
very rarely seen away from the ocean, were again 
recorded from the Salton Sea as 7 were counted on 
Sept. 21 (EJO’N). The only Least Bittern reported 
was from Buena Vista Lagoon, San Diego Co. near 
Oceanside, Aug. 27 (MJH). The Wood Ibises pres- 
ent at coastal San Diego County during the late sum- 
mer alternated their feeding between Buena Vista 
lagoon and the Santa Marguerita River mouth north 
of there. On Aug. 2 there were 28 Wood Ibises at 
the Santa Marguerita River mouth and a single bird 
at Buena Vista Lagoon (FR). On Aug. 13, 7 were 
at Buena Vista Lagoon (MJH) and on Aug. 26, 40 
birds were there (D. Hagerbaum). Two Wood Ibises 
reached Tule Lake in Laguna Canyon, Aug. 20 (FR). 
One was still at Buena Vista lagoon as late as Sept. 
25 (JH, et al.). Four hundred and fifty were counted 
in the Imperial Valley, Sept. 21-22, and none were 
seen on the aerial survey of Nov. 8 (EJO'N). A lone 
White-faced Ibis flew over Escondido, Aug. 11 


(Frank F. Gander) and about 1500 were counted 
near the south end of the Salton Sea on Sept. 17 
(EJO'N). Single White-faced Glossy Ibises were at 
Malibu in September (RDR) and at Bixby Slough 
on Oct. 1 (Fred Wachtman). 

Waterfowl (Imperial Valley aerial surveys ).—The 
fall migration of waterfowl was a little late due pos- 
sibly to the mild fall weather in the north. In the 
Imperial Valley aerial surveys on Sept. 21-22 and 
Nov. 8 showed the following waterfowl! situation: 
Sept. 21-22, Canada Goose (large race), 2; White- 
fronted Goose, 30; Snow Goose, 7; Pintail, 20,180; 
Am. Widgeon, 490; Green-winged Teal, 7350; Cin- 
namon Teal, 2560; Gadwall, none; Shoveller, 16,090; 
Redhead, none; Ruddy Duck, 2370; Lesser Scaup, 
none; Am. Golden-eye, none: Buffle-head, none; Can- 
vas-back, none; Am. Coot, 15,250. Nov. 8, Canada 
Goose, 70; White-fronted Goose, 500; Snow Goose, 
1250; Pintail, 19,300; Am. Widgeon (great increase 
during October), 21,900; Green-winged Teal, 13,000; 
Cinnamon Teal, 70; Gadwall, 25; Shoveller, 14,000; 
Redhead (together with other diving species arrived 
later than the dabblers), 500; Ruddy Duck, 4700; 
Lesser Scaup (most of these came with a rush toward 
late October swelling their numbers in two weeks), 
11,200; Am. Golden-eye (continued its phenomenal 
increase as a winter visitant to the Imperial Valley 
as well as to southern California in general), 180; 
Buffle-head (another species which has increased as 
a winter visitant to the Imperial Valley within the 
last 5 years), 110; Canvas-back (came through in late 
October), 820; Am. Coot, 22,400. For the remainder 
of the Region the waterfowl migration generally fol- 
lowed the pattern of the Imperial Valley. 

Swans and Geese.—The only Whistling Swans re- 
ported were two immature birds near the Rio Hondo 
Dam, Nov. 21 and Nov. 26 (J. H. Comby, John 
Tramontano). Two hundred Canada Geese flew into 
Lake Henshaw late in November while the usual 
large wintering flock at Lake Mathews had not yet 
appeared. A single White-fronted Goose was near 
Point Dume, Oct. 29 (Warren and Ethel Blazer) and 
a flock of ten was at the Ventura Co. Gun Club, Nov. 
19 (Ep., JH, RDR). A Snow Goose was unaccount- 
ably at Anacapa Island, Oct. 29 (Robert Blackstone). 
One at Upper Newport Bay, Oct. 6, had been joined 
by two others by Nov. 6 (FR, Ep., JH), while 
another single bird was in the flood channel of the 
San Diego River, Nov. 15 (CHC, DF). Two Blue 
Geese were seen at the south end of the Salton Sea 
late in November (EJO'N). 

Ducks.—Dabbling ducks were abundant in the 
flooded fields and ponds of coastal Ventura County 
during November, and on Nov. 19 at the Ventura 
County Gun Club the following were counted: Mal- 
lard, 100+; Gadwall, 11; Pintail, 10,000+; Green- 
winged Teal, 300+; Am. Widgeon, 300, and Shovel- 
ler, only 2. These figures and proportions were con- 
sistent with other years and indicate possibly that 
Pintails follow coastal as well as inland flyways in 
southern California while the Am. Widgeon and 
Shovellers tend to follow the interior valleys to a 
greater extent. The uncommon Blue-winged Teal was 
recorded as follows: 1, Los Angeles River Settling 
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Basins, Oct. 24 (Bess M. Hoffman); 1, San Diego 
River, Oct. 28 (E. C. Trowbridge, fide MJH); 6 on 
ponds west of Loma Linda, Nov. 19 and 27 (Ethel 
West). Wood Ducks were unreported. Redheads, 
which are irregular in numbers and occurrence in this 
Region, were reported from a few areas. Three birds 
were at Malibu, Oct. 23 (Ep.); 5 at Lake McGrath, 
Nov. 5 (Ep., JH); 2 at Upper Newport Bay, Nov. 
19 (Ep., JH); a single bird at Playa del Rey, Dec. 4 
(W&EB); 2 at Morena Lake; 1 at Barrett Lake; and 
3() at Murray Lake in late November (fide MJH). 
Canvas-backs were up slightly and widely scattered. 
A few Am. Golden-eyes came in as follows: 1 near 
Loma Linda, Nov. 17 and 29 (EW); 1 at Bolsa 
Chica, Nov. 19 (Ed., JH), 1 at the San Diego River 
Nov. 29 CHC), and a pair at Malibu, Dec. 4 (Ed., 
JH, MS). Surf Scoters began arriving in small num- 
bers by mid-September and the large wintering flocks 
arrived a month later. An Am. Scoter was at Bolsa 
Chica, Nov. 29 (Ed.). Am. Mergansers were late 
and generally scarce. Red-breasted Mergansers began 
arriving by the second week of November. 

Birds of Prey.—Four California Condors were seen 
from near the summit of Mt. Pinos, Oct. 23 (Regi- 
nald Julian) and a single condor was near Quaking 
Aspen Ranger Station in the southern Sierra Nevadas, 
Oct. 20 (H. Sharpless, fide Eleanor Beemer). It is 
gratifying to relate that White-tailed Kites were 
widely reported and in some areas where they had 
not been previously noted. Increases were recorded 
from the Santa Barbara area, Los Angeles basin, and 
coastal San Diego County. Twenty-seven Red-tailed 
Hawks were counted flying south along the ridge of 
the Coast Range near Santa Barbara, Oct. 30, con- 
stituting one of the few sight observations of the 
migrations of Red-tails in southern California (P. F. 
Howden, fide WGA). A single Swainson’s Hawk was 
seen near Ramona, Sept. 28 (Eleanor A. Pugh). A 
Ferruginous Hawk was near Essex in the Mojave 
Desert (where rare), Nov. 26 (Burgess W. Heacox). 
A Bald Eagle flew over the coastal lagoon near Bolsa 
Chica and headed north, Nov. 26 (Ep., JH). The 
Marsh Hawk was reported from contrastingly differ- 
ent localities where they are uncommon. A single 
bird was in the Mojave Desert near Twenty-nine 
Palms, Oct. 22 (EW) and another was on Anacapa 
Island, Oct. 28 (RB). An early migrating Osprey 
was at the San Dieguito Reservoir, Aug. 10 (FR); 
another at Ramona, Aug. 12 (EAP), and a third flew 
over the Santa Barbara Breakwater, Aug. 17 (WGA) ; 
2 Ospreys were at SSNWR, Sept. 27 (WA) and an- 
other at Rincon Beach, Oct. 13 (EZR, WGA). A 
migrating Osprey flew south over Malibu, Oct. 23 
(JT). A Spotted Owl was found in the road at 4900 
ft. in Mill Creek Canyon, Nov. 11 (John D. Good- 
man). One Short-eared Owl was near Torry Pines 
up to Nov. 23 (CHC), and another was at the Ven- 
tura County Gun Club, Nov. 19 (Ep., JH, RDR). 

Upland Game Birds——About a dozen Rock Par- 
tridges returned to the Mojave Desert near Essex, 
Nov. 11, after an absence of two months during the 
hottest part of the summer. Gambel’s Quail also re- 
turned after being absent during August and Sep- 
tember, indicating possibly that these species retreat 


to the higher elevations of the desert ranges to escape 
the heat and drought of the desert summer (BWH) 
The Chinese Spotted Doves continued to increase and 
occupy new territory in southern California, particy. 
larly in Orange and Riverside Counties. They were 
seen for the first time in Palos Verdes Nov. 1 (Char. 
lotte McBride). A pure albino Chinese Spotted Dove 
spent the summer in Bluebird Canyon near Laguna 
Beach (FR). Inca Doves continued to creep west. 
ward from the Colorado River. A single bird was a 
Cottonwood Springs, Joshua Tree National Monv. 
ment, Sept. 5 (Herbert Clarke, JH); several were 
present near Indio during September and October 
(fide Cecelia Foulkes); a third occurrence was of 4 
bird seen in Whittier, Oct. 19 (fide JHC). Ground 
Doves also evidenced an influx, particularly to the 
Imperial Valley where several flocks gathered near 
Brawley, Oct. 14 (William Anderson). A Ground 
Dove was found dead in Loma Linda in late August 
(fide EW) and 7 were present in the orange groves 
near Corona from Aug. 27 until Nov. 20 (Norman 
H. Mellor). A White-winged Dove (very rare west 
of the Imperial, Coachella, and Colorado River Val. 
leys, especially in late fall) was at Malibu Inlet, Oct. 
23 (WB, EB). Band-tailed Pigeons were widely dis. 
persed in the high foothill and mountains during the 
fall and no great flocks were reported as feed, in the 
form of acorns and pine nuts, was generally scarce 
For the third year they were absent from part of the 
Greenhorn Mountain area of the southern Sierras 
(Mrs. Will Williams). 

Cranes, Rails, and Shorebirds—Sandhill Crane 
were generally scarce. Only 27 were at the Salton Sa 
National Wildlife Refuge, Oct. 22, and 7 remained 
on Nov. 8 (EJO’N). Apparently our migratory cranes 
in southern California continue south to winter 
somewhere in Mexico. About 8000 Am. Coot were 
on Big Bear Lake, Oct. 22 (JDG). The shorebird 
flight was normal with most of the regular species 
well represented although a number of choice habi- 
tats had been drastically altered. Fifty Snowy Plover 
were at the SSNWR, Oct. 14 (EJO’N). The only 
Mountain Plover seen in the Region were 7 on the 
plowed field near Bolsa Chica, Nov. 26 (Ep., JH) 
Black-bellied Plover were more numerous than last 
year with many large flocks remaining until winter 
except in the Imperial Valley. Only 1 was at the 
SSNWR on Sept. 30; 20 were there on Oct. 7 
(EJO'N). Surf-birds were about three weeks late in 
arriving at the Ballona Creek breakwater. Five were 
there on Sept. 28 and their number had reached 30 
by Oct. 23 (Ep.). A few Ruddy Turnstones were at 
Malibu, Ballona Creek, and Glorietta Bay during the 
fall. Forty Black Turnstones arrived at the Ballona 
Creek breakwater late in September and about 30 
remained throughout the fall. This just about re- 
flected their time of arrival at other suitable areas. 
Wilson's Snipe were very scarce. Long-billed Curlews 
in the Imperial Valley numbered about 3300 on Sept. 
21, and on Oct. 14 there were better than 6000 on 
the SSNWR (EJO'N). Hudsonian Curlew were nor- 
mal. Solitary Sandpipers were reported from the 
SSNWR (1) Sept. 3 (EJO’N) and Mission Bay (1) 
Sept. 12 and 13 (MJH). Wandering Tattlers were 
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scarce; the only ones seen were at the Ballona Creek 
breakwater. A single bird was there, Sept. 18 (WB, 
EB) and Sept. 26 (Eb.), and another on Oct. 10 


(BMH, CMcB). The population of summering Wil-' 


lets was swelled by the arrival of migrants in mid- 
August. It is difficult to ascertain whether the Willets 
which arrive in August or those which we see in 
june and July are the Willets we see in December, 
since the population gradually builds up during 
August and September and levels off in a plateau 
until the following spring. We have Willets through- 
out the year as many non-breeders spend the summer 
in the Region. Surely our Willet population must 
be in a state of flux during early fall when new arri- 
vals appear and local birds depart and transients are 
in transit. Lesser Yellow-legs were even less evident 
than’ usual with a single bird seen as late as Nov. 26 
at Upper Newport Bay (Ep., JH). Alteration of 
Alamitos Bay probably caused the usually expected 
Red Knots to seek feeding grounds elsewhere. Three 
were at Upper Newport Bay on Oct. 2, and 2 at 
the Upper Bay and 3 more at Bolsa Chica lagoon, 
Oct. 16 (Ep., JH). Baird’s Sandpipers went unre- 
corded but 5 Pectoral Sandpipers were near Mission 
Bay, Nov. 25 (CHC). The winter population of Red- 
backed Sandpipers began arriving early in October. 
On Oct. 2, 30 birds were at Bolsa Chica; these had 
swelled to better than 4000 by Nov. 26 (Epb.). It is 
well-established that the Stilt Sandpiper is a rare but 
regular spring transient through at least the Imperial 
Valley portion of southern California. It is now 
evident that the bird is also a rare fall transient in 
the same area and a possible winter visitor in smaller 
numbers. Four Stilt Sandpipers were at the SSNWR, 
Sept. 18 (WA, William Foreward) and a single 
bird was still there as late as Dec. 1. An incredible 
total of 19,100 Am. Avocets were counted by aerial 
survey in the Imperial Valley, Sept. 21-22. Two thou- 
sand were in the Valley, Nov. 8, and by Dec. 1 only 
70 remained (EJO'N). Fifteen Black-necked Stilts 
(very rare in the Imperial Valley after mid-Novem- 
ber) were there as late as Dec. 1. Wilson's Phala- 
ropes were notably absent from the large flocks of 
Northern Phalaropes at the Salton Sea, Buena Vista 
lagoon, and Upper Newport Bay. They were virtually 
absent from other parts of the Region. Three thou- 
sand Northern Phalaropes were at Buena Vista la- 
goon, Sept. 25 (JC, et al.) while only 75 were at 
Upper Newport Bay, Oct. 2, where they are usually 
very numerous at this time of year (Ep.). Ten Red 
Phalaropes were on the ponds at Upper Newport 
Bay, Oct. 2 (Ep.) and a single bird was carefully 
identified on the Salton Sea, Oct. 1, where they are 
Virtually unknown (WA). 

_ Jaegers, Gulls, Terns, and Alcids—A great year 
tor jaegers! It is impossible to talk about the jaeger 
flight without including a discussion of the Elegant 
Terns. The jaegers were to be found where the 
Elegant Terns were feeding, and that was from Santa 
Barbara to San Diego. During August, September, 
and the first half of October the dominant fish-catch- 
ing coastal waterbirds were the Elegant Terns. As a 
result they were the jaegers’ prime target for har- 
rassment. It is safe to conclude that the phenomenal 


jaeger flight was in correlation with the record Ele- 
gant Tern year, since the jaegers first appeared at the 
time of the arrival of the terns, could almost always 
be found where the terns congregated, and departed 
for the most part when the terns did. This is only 
to say that the jaegers were attracted to the coastal 
waters and remained longer than they normally would 
have and in greater abundance. Jaegers (principally 
Parasitic) could be seen from almost any coastal 
point from Santa Barbara to San Diego from Sept. 1 
until Oct. 30. Lesser numbers of jaegers were present 
to Dec. 1. A pelagic trip in the Santa Barbara 
Channel, Sept. 12, yielded 30 Parasitic Jaegers, 8 
Pomarine Jaegers, 75 Arctic Terns, and 7 Sabine’s 
Gulls. Four Parasitic Jaegers were pillaging Elegant 
Terns near Huntington Beach, Sept. 25, and actually 
flew inland over the coast highway and lagoons in 
pursuit of their quarry. Four more were at Oceanside 
the same day (JH, et al.). Many jaegers were counted 
from Silver Strand near San Diego and on Oct. 15, 
4 were hunting at Mission Bay (fide James E. 
Crouch); 9 Parasitic Jaegers were at Mission Bay 
in mid-October and 13 off Ballast Point, Nov. 11 
(CHC). The Editor's records for jaegers follow the 
same pattern: Playa del Rey, Sept. 26—10 Parasitic 
and 8 Pomarine Jaegers harrassed Elegant Terns and 
a few chased Brown Pelicans (it was often seen that 
the Heermann’s Gulls would perform in the same way 
as jaegers and at times joined them in the chase); 
Bolsa Chica and Huntington Beach, Oct. 12—21 
Parasitic and 1 Pomarine chased Elegant Terns; Hunt- 
ington Beach, Oct. 16—5 Parasitic; Playa del Rey, 
Oct. 23—3 Parasitic chased Elegant Terns and Bona- 
parte’s Gulls; Lake McGrath, Ventura Co., Nov. 5— 
2 Parasitic; Bolsa Chica, Nov. 15 and 19—1 Para- 
sitic. On Dec. 1—2 Parasitic and 1 Pomarine were 
at Alamitos Bay (JT). A few Short-billed Gulls 
arrived about a month earlier than normal (first week 
in November). One was at Bolsa Chica as early as 
Oct. 2 (Ep., JH) and a second was at the Oceanside 
Pier, Oct. 15 (Marion Wilson). Three were at Lake 
McGrath, Nov. 5 (Ep., JH, MS). Completion of the 
Whittier Narrows Dam and the accumulation of 
Colorado River water in the spreading grounds at- 
tracted about 1000 gulls (90% Ring-bills) and many 
waterbirds such as ducks, herons, kingfishers and even 
a Short-eared Owl on Nov. 26 (Alma Stultz, JT). 
A single Laughing Gull was at SSNWR, Sept. 21 
(EJO'N). Their status in this area has become very 
precarious as but a few have been recorded in the 
last 5 years where formerly a small but thriving col- 
ony existed. The very rare Franklin’s Gull was re- 
corded from two localities. One was at the SSNWR, 
Oct. 4, (WA). Either the same individual or an- 
other was on the mudflats near Mullet Island at the 
south end of the Salton Sea, Nov. 15 (William Loft- 
house). Another bird was carefully studied at Upper 
Newport Bay, Oct. 2 (Ep., JC, JH, MS), and again on 
Oct. 16 (Ep., MS, HC, OC). Bonaparte’s Gulls did not 
arrive until late September (about three weeks later 
than usual). Five were at the south end of the Salton 
Sea (where they are very rare), Nov. 15 (WLL). 
Royal Terns were present in normal numbers on Mis- 
sion Bay during late August and September and in- 
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creased slightly during October. They gradually 
worked north during early October and were un- 
common again during late October and November. 
They were reported from Rincon Beach, Santa Bar- 
bara Co., Oct. 13 (EZR, WGA) and 25 were at 
Malibu, Oct. 23 (Ep.). Ten were there on Nov. 10 
and only 2 remained by Nov. 19 (Ep.). Elegant 
Terns had a fine flight. Starting late in June their 
numbers gradually increased during the summer with 
the largest influx coming in mid-September when they 
reached their peak. During this time they numbered 
in the thousands along the coast from Malibu to 
Oceanside and could be counted as they flew north 
by the hundreds near Malibu in late September. Their 
numbers remained high through late September and 
early October. They decreased gradually through 
October and by the end of the month almost all had 
departed. More than 100 were on Mission Bay, Sept. 
12 and 13 (MJH) and their numbers increased to 
the north as flocks of hundreds were well distributed 
along the coast to Point Mugu. North of there they 
were uncommon. About 1000 were counted at a few 
points between Bolsa Chica and Carlsbad, Sept. 25 
(JH, et al.), with flocks of 200 at Upper Newport 
Bay, Santa Marguerita River mouth, and Carlsbad. 
More than 400 were at Playa del Rey, Sept. 26 (Eb.), 
and 500+ were at Bolsa Chica and Upper Newport 
Bay, Oct. 2 (Ep.). Only 10 remained at Playa del 
Rey and 8 at Malibu, Oct. 23 (Ep.). Three birds 
stayed as late as Nov. 29 at Mission Bay (CHC, DF). 
Caspian Terns were abundant in the Mission Bay and 
Imperial Valley areas during September and October 
but elsewhere they were scarce. More than 100 were 
on Glorietta Bay, Oct. 15 (JEC) and more than 100 
were at the south end of the Salton Sea on the same 
date (WL). Twenty Common Terns were at Mis- 
sion Bay, September 12 and 13 (MJH). Twelve 
Black Terns were at Upper Newport Bay, July 20 
(FR) and they rumbered more than 500 in the Im- 
perial Valley, Sept. 21-22. These dwindled to 10 by 
Oct. 7 (EJO'N). A Cassin’s Auklet was found dead 
on the beach near Oceanside in June (fide EW). 
Four Ancient Murrelets were briefly at Ballona Creek 
mouth, Nov. 19 (Eb.). 

Road-runners, Goatsuckers, Swifts —A Road-runner 
was in a garden in Eagle Rock and was seen to kill 
two Brown Towhees (Eileen Creech). Lesser Night- 
hawks departed from the Escondido area, Aug. 16 
(FFG) and Poor-wills left there on Sept. 6. Many 
Lesser Nighthawks came through Mecca the first 
week of September (CF). About 30 Lesser Night- 
hawks were still in the Blythe area, Oct. 16 and 18 
(RJ). The fall migration of Vaux's Swifts was, as 
usual, just a trickle. It is difficult to say when or 
where the swarms of north-bound spring Vaux’s 
Swifts return through this Region, as far fewer are 
in evidence. Three were in Trabuco Canyon, Aug. 
13 (FR); they were at Escondido from Sept. 17 
until Sept. 25 (FFG). Several hundred White- 
throated Swifts were swarming over the Los Angeles 
River, Sept. 17 and 28 (RJ) and about 40 were in 
the Mojave Desert near Essex, Oct. 19 (BWH). 

Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers. — Black-chinned 
Hummingbirds had, for the most part, departed by 
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the end of August as had also the Costa's. A Jate 
Costa’s Hummingbird lingered near Lakeside until 
Sept. 7 (Alice R. Bowersock) and Escondido, Sept. 
13 (FFG). There were several others in the ex. 
treme southern portion of the state, indicating pos. 
sibly that they move rather slowly southward during 
the early fall. A very late Costa's Hummingbird was 
still at Ramona, Oct. 8 (EAP). A Rufous Humming. 
bird remained at the Tucker Bird Sanctuary from 
July 18 to 30 (fide FR), one of the latest on record 
there as most of the southbound Rufous were in the 
mountains by that time. An extremely late Rufous 
was there, Sept. 18 (fide FR). A late Allen's Hum. 
mingbird was last seen near Escondido, Oct, 27 
(FFG). Most Calliope Hummingbirds were gone by 
the last week of August. Lewis's Woodpeckers were 
reported only from Beaumont (1) Oct. 26, and 
Cherry Valley (1) Oct. 29 (Belle Wilson) and 
Morongo Valley (1) Nov. 19 (Nurtha Dunn). Yel. 
low-bellied (Red-naped) Sapsuckers (2) were near 
Essex from Oct. 7 to 16 (BWH). It is difficult to 
explain the sudden eruption of montane woodpeckers 
(Williamson’s Sapsuckers, Hairy Woodpeckers, and 
White-headed Woodpeckers) to lowland areas dur. 
ing the fall. Williamson’s Sapsuckers were reported 
at three localities in the desert. One was found dead 
near Mecca, Oct. 5 (CF); as many as three birds (1 
male and 2 females) were near Essex from Oct. 7 
to 15 (BWH); and one found in the Joshua Tree 
National Monument, Nov. 11 (MW). A Hairy 
Woodpecker was near Loma Linda, Nov. 19 and 27 
(EW). Five reports of White-headed Woodpeckers 
out of habitat were recorded, as follows: 1, Eagle 
Rock, Oct. 15 (EC); 1, Sunland, Nov. 3 (Caroline 
Daugherty); 1, South Pasadena, mid-November (Flor- 
ence Walker, fide AS); 1 near Ramona, Nov. 20 
(EAP); and one near Indio, Nov. 28 (Ray Schisler, 
fide CF). A single Acorn Woodpecker was in Palos 
Verdes, Nov. 1 (CMcB). 

Flycatchers, Swallows.—An Eastern Kingbird was 
seen in the vicinity of Little Lake in the Mojave 
Desert during early October. Western Kingbirds had 
departed by early September and a few Cassin’s King- 
birds were near the San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanc- 
tuary in mid-November (AS). Say’s Phoebes began 
arriving in interior valleys by early October and 
as many as 10 were at the eastern end of Anacapa 
Island, Oct. 28-30 (RB). The only Vermilion Fly- 
catcher reported in the Region was at the SSNWR, 
Nov. 12 (EJO'N). Two Barn Swallows were still a 
Playa del Rey, Oct. 10 (BMH). 

Corvids, Chickadees, Nuthatches—Two Ravens 
(rare in the Imperial Valley) were at SSNWR, Sept. 
3 (EJO'N). Flocks of Pifion Jays were widely dis 
tributed as follows: 6 at Foshay Pass, 5000 ft. in 
Mojave Desert, Sept. 29 (BWH); 7 at Santa Barbara, 
Oct. 8 (E. Spaulding); 18 at Ramona, Oct. 24, and 
14 near Sutherland Lake, San Diego Co., Oct. 25 
(EAP); several at Santa Barbara early in November 
(fide WGA); 15 at Indian Cove near Twenty-nine 
Palms in mid-November (EW); 1 at Essex, Nov. 
22 (BWH); 12 at Ramona, Nov. 23 (EAP). Note 
that there seemed to be two main flights—one in late 
October and very early November, and the other 
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during the latter part of November. Several Steller’s 
Jays were at the San Marcos Pass Road, Nov. 13 and 
94 (EZR). The abnormal flight of montane species 
a the lowlands was further developed by the erup- 
tion of Clark's Nutcrackers, Mountain Chickadees, 
White-breasted, Red-breasted and Pygmy Nuthatches. 
The unprecedented influx of Clark’s Nutcrackers into 
the lowlands began late in September and termin- 
ated by the end of November. They were recorded 
as follows: 1, Essex (Mojave Desert—elevation 1700 
ft.), Sept. 27 (BWH); 1, Foshay Pass, Sept. 29 
(BWH); 1, Essex, Oct. 16-21 (BWH); 1, early 
November, Chuckawalla Hills (EW); 1, Palos 
Verdes, Nov. 1 (CMcB); 1, Sunland, Nov. 3 (CD); 
1, Borrego Desert, Nov. 25 (JC); 1, South Pasa- 
dena, Nov. 26 (fide JC); and 2, Palos Verdes, Nov. 
28 (CMcB). Many observers reported Mountain 
Chickadees in lowland areas throughout the western 
portion of the Region. They were also reported from 
a number of desert stations where they normally are 
not seen: 1, Colorado Desert near Niland in the Im- 
perial Valley, Oct. 5 (WA); 1, Colorado Desert at 
Mecca, Oct. 6 & 7 (CF); 5, Mojave Desert at Live 
Oak Tank, Joshua Tree National Monument, Nov. 
11 (MW). They were also reported as common from 
foothill areas where we may normally expect some 
from August to February. White-breasted Nuthatches 
were also reported from many lowland stations and 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were at Buckhorn Flats, San 
Gabriel Mountains (1) Oct. 17 (BMH); 1, North 
Hollywood, Oct. 13 and Nov. 3 (MW); 1 came to 
a feeder near San Diego for 6 weeks from mid-Octo- 
ber (JEC); near Santa Barbara at Surf (EZR, DA) 
and at Los Alturas Road (P. F. Howden) in early 
November. Two Pygmy Nuthatches were in Rosario 
Park near Santa Barbara, Sept. 3 (EZR). 

Wrens, Thrashers, Thrushes—The very rare Win- 
ter Wren was at Castro Canyon, northern San Diego 
Co. (2), Nov. 30 (EB). A Sage Thrasher was at 
Escondido, Nov. 2-24 (FFG). It was interesting to 
note the presence of such migratory species as Am. 
Robins, Hermit Thrushes, Audubon’s Warblers, 
Oregon Juncos, and White-crowned Sparrows on 
Anacapa Island, Oct. 28-30 (RB). Am. Robins ar- 
rived in small numbers during the latter part of 
September and continued to appear in small flocks 
throughout October and November with no single 
large flight. Hermit Thrushes began to arrive during 
the first week of October. Townsend's Solitaires ap- 
peared at two desert locations. One was at Cotton- 
wood Springs, Joshua Tree National Monument, Oct. 
12 & 13 (RB); about 12 were at Essex, Oct. 8, and 
from 1 to 4 were there until Nov. 10 (BWH). 
Varied Thrushes, which have been decidedly un- 
common in recent years, were at Igo’s (Mill Creek 
area of the San Bernardino Mountains) (1), Oct. 
26 (Roberta Cushing, fide JDG). Another was at 
Old Woman Springs in the southwest Mojave Desert, 
Oct. 29 (JDG), and 2 were in San Gabriel Canyon 
at 4000 ft. Oct. 30 (MW). 

Starlings, Warblers, Orioles—Common Starlings 
have arrived in the rich farmland of the San Gabriel 
Valley and I fear that it is only a matter of time 
before their long-dreaded presence will make itself 


known. Six were counted near the SGRWS from Nov. 
13 to Dec. 1 (JT). Most of the transient warblers 
moved steadily through our Region during late Au- 
gust and early September. The very rare Virginia’s 
Warbler visited Helen S. Pratt's feeder in Eagle 
Rock almost daily from Sept. 20 to this writing and 
possibly is the same individual that was there last 
winter. This year it was banded. Audubon’s Warblers 
began trickling through early in September and grad- 
ually increased to winter population through Septem- 
ber and October. Black-throated Gray Warblers were 
quite late in arriving and are normally gone by the 
third week of September. Very late Black-throated 
Grays were seen as follows: 1, Essex, Oct. 7 
(BWH); 1, Escondido, Oct. 21 (FFG); 1, Ramona, 
Oct. 27 (EAP); 1, Thousand Palms Oasis near Palm 
Springs, Oct. 27 (FR); 1, SGRWS, Nov. 10 (JT, 
fide AS); and 1 near San Diego, Nov. 15 (MJH). 
Townsend's Warblers, which normally come through 
in October, were also about three weeks late, as fol- 
lows: 1, Santa Barbara Museum grounds, Nov. 3 
(Fr. Severin); 1, Ramona, Nov. 5 (EAP); 2, Linda 
Park in Lakeside, Nov. 8 (ARB); several at San 
Diego, Nov. 15 (MJH). A Painted Redstart was at 
Cedar Falls Camp in the San Bernardino Mountains 
in June but the Painted Redstart did not return to 
Mill Creek Canyon for what would have been the 
fourth winter. A male Am. Redstart was at Es- 
condido, Sept. 22 (FFG). A late Hooded Oriole was 
at Mecca, Nov. 22 (CF). Bullock’s Orioles became 
scarce after July. Two were at Lakeside, Sept. 9 and 
10 (ARB), and a very late bird was in San Gabriel, 
Oct. 30 (MW). Four late Scott’s Orioles were at 
Palm Canyon, Palm Springs, Nov. 11 (Pat Gould, 
Paul Herman). 

Tanagers, Finches and Sparrows —Western Tana- 
gers were gone by the end of September except for 
a late bird at San Diego, Nov. 15 (fide MJH). An 
Evening Grosbeak was at Ramona, Oct. 26 and Nov. 
23 (EAP). Cassin’s Finches were at Essex, Oct. 29 
(1) through Nov. 10 (2) (BWH). Pine Siskins 
were common near Cuyamaca State Park and Ramona 
in late October and early November (EAP). Green- 
tailed Towhees were seen in migration at Tustin, 
Sept. 27-30 (Orville Johnson, fide FR), at Tucker 
Bird Sanctuary, Sept. 30-Oct. 2 (fide FR), and at 
Pauma Valley, Oct. 4-Nov. 12 (EB). The uncom- 
mon Grasshopper Sparrow was found singing in La- 
guna Canyon (Niguel Rd.) on July 3 (FR), and 
another was found freshly dead near Escondido, Nov. 
1 (FFG). Oregon Juncos began arriving during the 
first week in October. A single Slate-colored Junco 
was at Essex, Nov. 5 (BWH) and 2 were at Hansen 
Dam, Nov. 20 (JT, WL). The rare Gray-headed 
Juncos were at Essex (1), Oct. 22 (BWH); 1, 
Pauma Valley, Oct. 26 (EB); and 2 at Cuyamaca 
State Park, Nov. 5 (EAP). Most of the Black-chinned 
Sparrows were gone by the end of August. The rare 
Harris’s Sparrow was at Tucker Bird Sanctuary, Nov. 
2-Nov. 12 (fide FRR). White-crowned Sparrows 
(Gambel’s race) started to come through during the 
first week in September and had reached peak winter 
populations by the end of the month ARNOLD SMALL, 
5838 W. 88th St., Los Angeles, Calif. 
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COOPERATIVE MIGRATION STUDY — Spring of 1956 


As this cooperative venture enters its fourth year on a continent-wide scale we wish t 


thank again all who have contributed migration dates in the past. This is a migration study, rather 


than just a list of dates of “first seen.” Report only those birds which are believed to have actually 


arrived (or departed) on the date when seen or heard. A count or estimate of the birds noted 


on the first, last and peak migration dates would be appreciated. We are adding this year to the 


birds listed in 1955 (Audubon Field Notes, 9:1:60) three new species: Whistling Swan, Mallard 


and Pintail. Please send reports to Chandler S. Robbins, Patuxent Research Refuge, Laurel, Md. 


or to your own regional editer. 





MRS. MARTHA FLAHAUT 


We regret to announce the death through heart 
attack — during the Christmas holidays — of Mrs. 
Martha R. Flahaut, Curator of Biology at the Wash- 
ington State Museum, and Regional Editor for the 
North Pacific Coast Region of Audubon Field Notes 
from its start in February 1949. 

Mrs. Flahaut received her Master of Science in 
Zoology from the University of Washington. She 
was for many years editor of the Marrelet (organ of 
the Pacific Northwest Bird and Mammal Society), 


serving as secretary of that organization and as Vice. 
president of the Seattle Audubon Society. She was a 
member of both Phi Sigma and Sigma Xi biological 
honoraries and of many non-professional organiza. 
tions. 

Mrs. Flahaut was honored for her unstinting de. 
votion to the cause of conservation, and for the real 
help and encouragement which she gave to young 
zoologists. As one of our Regional Editors she was 
most cooperative and helpful. 





Correction! 


It must have been Christ- 


mas confusion. The draw- 
ings in Wild America by 
Roger Tory Peterson and 
James Fisher advertised in 
the December issue were, 
of course, by Roger Tory 
Peterson. Bob Hines con- 
tributed the illustrations for 
The Edge of the Sea by 
Rachel Carson. 


Houghton Mifflin Co. 








CORRIGENDA FOR VOLUME 9 


Vol. 9, p. 56, col. 2, 1.36. Reference to Inca 
Dove—delete ‘This is but the second record 
of this bird within the state and no specimen 
has ever been taken in California.”’ Substitute, 
“A small colony has been observed frequently 
since 1946 at Parker, Ariz., just across the 
Colorado River from California, and is still 
present at this writing. Three and 4 birds, 
probably from this colony were observed on 
the California side of the river, 15 miles up- 
river from Parker, Ariz., on Nov. 15 and Dec. 
7, 1948, respectively (Gale Monson). Line 
39 should read: ‘Another observation was 
made...” 

Vol. 9, p. 433, col. 2, 1.3 from bottom: 
“Sennett’s White-tailed Hawk (1)" should be 
followed by figure 13, not 1. 

Vol. 9, p. 434, col. 2, 1.12 from bottom: 
“Mangrove Cuckoo (2)" should be followed 
by figure 2, not 9. 














CHRISTMAS COUNT DATES 


Saturday, December 22, 1956 
through 
Tuesday, January 2, 1957 














